Auto-Genocide in Cambodia?

1. Democratic Kampuchea – a Genocidal Regime?
a. The future Khmer Rouge leaders:
b. Pol Pot (Saloth Sar), Nuon Chea, Ieng Sary, Son Senand, Khieu Samphan 
c. Paris educated Communists  
d. Disappointed with ‘revisionist’ Vietnamese
e. Under the influence of Maoist ideology 
f. Support from peasants:
i. Against the government – the agrarian question 
ii. Against Vietnamese – impact of the war in Vietnam
2. Khmer Rouge’s rise to power
a. In conspiracy in the 1960s
b. Civil war of 1970-1975 
c. Culmination of the fighting: April 1975, Phnom Penh 
d. Immediately followed by the ‘evacuation of the city’
3. Return to the Year Zero
a. Creation of Angkor – new government evoking medieval tradition 
b. Return to the Year Zero:
i. Abolishing of money 
‘We will never ever think about re-circulating currency any more.’
ii. Abolishing of private property
‘Consciousness of private property is an enemy of the revolution.
iii. Abolishing of the Western medicine…
iv. …and any contacts with the surrounding world 
4. Return to the Year Zero
a. Purification of the population 
b. ‘re-education’ of the ‘new people’ 
i. Anyone with some education (wearing glasses!)
ii. Anyone with Western or Vietnamese contact (families!)
c. Re-education through work in wholesome villages 
i. Harsh conditions
ii. Food shortages
iii. Beatings 
After April 17, 1975 [the fall of Phnom Penh], they made my family go to the village of Cham Roa, in Mong Russey district, Battambang province. There were 48 members in my family, and only my son survived. All the others died from disease or starvation
Testimony from Pol Pot and Ieng Sary trial
5. Killing fields
a. People unsuitable for redaction automatically sentenced to death 
b. Killing fields – system of camps (Tuol Sleng, Choeung Ek)
i. Torture 
ii. Killings with bamboo sticks (to save bullets) 
c. Categories slated for elimination:
i. Official of past regimes
ii. Party members
iii. Cham Muslims
iv. Buddhist monks
v. Vietnamese 
vi. Other minorities
d. Death rate: disputed. Between 1.7 million and 2.5 million
