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Essay One:
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
“Police malpractice and misconduct refers to inappropriate actions taken by police officers in connection with their official duties” (Maher, T. p.g.1, 2015). There have been a high amount of past instances that involve police misconduct. These include the “Birmingham Six”, “The Guildford Four” and “The Cardiff Three”. All of which were reported heavily in the media and include a large number of police officers misusing their powers and losing trust within the community. However, one of the most impactful past instances would be The Brixton Riots that took place in 1981, as this influenced the professional policing that we see today.
The Brixton Riots were one of the first large scale confrontations between the police and black people. The rioting all started due to hostility between black youths and the police. (Black Past, 2010). There was a lot of tension between black people and police in the build up to the Brixton Riots as during the 1970s, black youths who were considered poor and lived in deprived inner-city locations were beginning to be seen as troublesome and as criminals (Jefferson, T. p.g.1, 2011). This led to a lot of police officers having an unconscious bias towards black people at the time which ultimately led to “Operation Swamp 81”.
Operation Swamp 81 was implemented by the Metropolitan Police at the start of April 1981. It was an operation whereby police officers wearing plain clothes were arranged and was given an order to increase uniformed patrols around the Brixton area to try and reduce crime rates. “Within five days, 943 people were stopped and searched, and 82 were arrested”, through the police power of what was known at the time as the “Sus Law” which refers to powers under the Vagrancy Act 1824. (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2019). “Sus Law” allows Police officers to arrest a suspected person frequenting or loitering in public places with criminal intent. (Thomas, L. p.g.2, 2022).
At the time, Police officers were misusing their “Sus Law” powers and were mostly only targeting black people and were arresting black people without any reasonable explanation. This ultimately caused the local community to lose their trust and faith with the police which led to a large number of black people to riot in the Brixton area.
After the riots concluded the Home Secretary, William Whitelaw launched an investigation into the Brixton riots, led by Lord Scarman which resulted in “The Scarman Report” which was then published by Susana De Freitas on 25th November 1981. “Scarman found unquestionable evidence of the disproportionate and indiscriminate use of 'stop and search' powers by the police against black people. As a consequence, a new code for police behaviour was put forward in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984” (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2019).
Since then, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) has changed everything about the policing that we see today. PACE is an act that gives further provisions in relation to the powers and duties of the police. (Ozin, P. p.g. 292, 2019). With Officers following PACE it allows people within the community to be treated fairly and should avoid any further malpractice as police officers can no longer act under suspicion alone and must always have a justified reason to stop and deal with members of the public. This should also help improve the relationships between police and the communities in which they work.
However, even with police officers following PACE guidelines there are still unfortunately police officers who misuse their powers which can lead to endangering the lives of members of the public. The most recent investigation relates to PC Wayne Couzens who on the 3rd of March 2021, for no reasonable excuse, handcuffed and detained an innocent female, Sarah Everard who was walking home. Shortly after Wayne Couzens raped and murdered Sarah Everard. (National World, 2022). This incident is one of the biggest police misconduct cases in recent history and led to massive public uproar and caused communities across the UK to lose trust in the police.
In the aftermath of Sarah’s Everard’s murder there was a global debate over the safety of women across the UK were and questions were raised to the criminal justice system about whether or not they are doing enough to protect women in the UK and to punish the people who are responsible for causing them harm. Various vigils and peaceful protests started taking place across the UK when police were once again hit with massive criticism for how they handled these events. There were complaints against the Metropolitan Police stating that they were using heavy handed tactics, which involved them pushing women to the ground and using a large amount of force when detaining individuals. There we four victims who took legal action against the Metropolitan Police regarding this unnecessary force stating that their human rights to freedom of speech had been breached and in March 2022, the court ruled in their favour and found the Metropolitan Police had indeed breached their rights. (Crime and Investigation.com, 2022)
During the investigations into Sarah’s death, it was discovered that Wayne Couzens had also been reported several years before her death for his extremely disturbing behaviour and indecent behaviour towards women (The Conversation, 2021). However, these allegations against him were never investigated by Police. This is a massive failure in the Police’s vetting process. As a result, media coverage and politicians started demanding that immediate action be taken which involved resignations of senior officers and changes to police vetting. This led to Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) making requirements for all police forces to re-vet all officers. (The Conversation, 2021).
By the process of public scrutiny and by robust police systems to investigate and deal with malpractice by individual officers and police forces, we have seen changes and reforms in how police forces operate and in the coming months we will see further evidence of how these changes will shape the future of modern-day policing.
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Essay two:
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents?
A successful working relationship between the media and police is extremely important. When the police work with the media, they can help communicate to the public to help solve crimes, bring offenders to justice and most importantly, keep communities safe. It can also give communities an insight into what the police are doing and why they are doing it. (College of Policing, 2017).
The media plays a vital role in shaping public opinion and any media coverage can be very effective, especially through social media, when police are searching for missing people. Social media is a good platform for this as it can be shared by anybody from the community in which a person is missing and therefore allows more people to help search for somebody who could be very vulnerable. This is a common police strategy to use, and it has been proven to be very successful.  When a person has been found, police will share this information with the media and social media platforms which informs members of the community and builds a good relationship between police and the community. (MissingPeople.org)
One way that media coverage can affect policing strategies is by shaping public perception of a particular incident. When the media covers a high-profile incident, it can create a sense of urgency and fear among the public, which then puts pressures on the police to take swift action. This can lead to an increase in police presence and a more aggressive approach to an investigation, which may not always be the most effective strategy for resolving a situation.
A high-profile case which received a lot of media coverage in recent years relates to Operation Yew Tree. This investigation started due to a former child abuse investigator, Mark Williams-Thomas, who was employed by Surrey Police.  Due to a substantial amount of evidence from a group of women who, as adolescents, had attended Duncroft School for Girls in Surrey, Mark was convinced that a British icon at the time, Jimmy Savile, was a non-convicted serial sexual abuser.  Mark decided to share his findings with the popular TV station, ITV, who then broadcasted all of his findings. (Erooga, M. p.g. 212, 2018). During the documentary that ITV launched, there were five women who had made allegations of sexual abuse against Jimmy Savile and said that the sexual abuse from Savile had taken place between 1968 and 1974 when they were only teenagers (Crime and Investigation.co.uk, 2022)
After the first week of media coverage regarding Savile’s offending, it was made clear that there was a significant miscarriage of justice that had taken place and not just against Savile, but to the hundreds of victims who had ultimately been denied justice by his death. (Erooga, M. p.g. 214, 2018). As a result, the Metropolitan Police took the lead in assessing the allegations made against Savile that were covered in the media. The Police then recorded eight different allegations against Savile and announced they were following a further 120 lines of enquiries, covering up to 25 victims of abuse. (Metropolitan Police, 2012). The main issue that was raised was that Savile had died and, therefore, there could be no criminal actions taken against him and that the testimony of his victims cannot be heard or challenged in court. The lack of criminal investigations taken by police and the lack of justice for Savile’s victims led to Members of Parliament (MPS) and NSPCC making a decision that all the information that was gathered during the investigation should be compiled into a report and should be place in the public domain which created the report, “Giving Victims a Voice” (Metropolitan Police. p.g. 3, 2013)
Giving Victims a Voice reported that Jimmy Savile had sexually assaulted 450 people, 328 were minors at the time. “The report referred to Savile’s celebrity status as allowing him to “hid in plain sight”, adding he used his “Jim will fix it” as a means of accessing victims.” (National World, 2021)
It could be argued that without the high amount of media coverage surrounding the allegations made against Jimmy Savile’s crimes then there would never be any Police action taken. Although there could be no criminal prosecution against Savile due to his death, Operation Yewtree sparked a massive, high-profile investigation which led to many other celebrities who were still in the public eye being identified as sex abusers.  This included, Gary Glitter, Max Clifford, Rolf Harris, Chris Denning and Michael Salmon, all of whom have since been charged. (National World, 2021)
Overall, the relationship between the media and Police during Operation Yewtree was very successful. It helped identify many other offenders of sexual abuse and aided the police in safeguarding victims of that abuse. It also finally enabled those victims to finally be heard and treated appropriately. 
The media worldwide raised awareness of sexual assault, which has helped identify more crimes and has allowed more support to be given to the victims in need.  The use of the media supports the police in dealing with all incidents of public protection by raising awareness of potential crimes and bringing perpetrators to justice.  Also, negative media attention towards the police during the course of police investigations can help to inform and change police strategies and re-shape criminal investigations, thereby ensuring that police standards are maintained.  Negative media attention towards the police can also assist in public protection by ensuring that where it is alleged that police forces and/or individual officers fail in their duty to uphold police standards, that the public are made aware of this, thus ensuring that these alleged incidents are investigated by police standards, which can change police strategies and re-shape modern day policing.
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Essay three:
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending?
Early intervention is a very important strategy in preventing young people from offending or re-offending. Early intervention refers to a number of different support services and also different programs that are available to young people who are at risk of offending or have already been involved in criminal behaviour and likely to re-offend. The purpose of early intervention is to address any underlying factors that can contribute to a person’s criminal behaviour and to also prevent any escalation in that behaviour which could lead them to offending. The process of an early intervention helps support young people who are at risk of poor life outcomes, and they help tackle any problems that they are dealing with before they become worse. (ActionForChildren.org, 2019)
With organised crime becoming more and more of an issue, it is extremely important to have early intervention with young people before they become too involved with the criminal justice system. Early intervention will of course help the young person, but it will also help and support their families and also the community as a whole. (ActionForChildren.org, 2019)
Research has proven that early intervention with young people is very effective in reducing crime rates and preventing young people from reoffending. The Youth Justice Board for England and Wales discovered that early intervention programs can reduce the likelihood of young people reoffending by up to 50% (Youth Justice Board for England and Wales, 2017)
There are various one-to-one support services available to young people which vary from government to charity institutions. One type of support refers to “Mentoring” which is when a trustworthy adult gives guidance to a young person through the early stages of their lives. Although there is not much evidence which shows how effective mentoring is when it comes to reducing crime. There is one particular study of 350 programmes which took place across the UK which includes a large variety in the support structures, and while this can be successful if mentors are well trained in it for the long term, it can also have negative effects on the mental health of both the mentor and the individual being mentored. (Revise Sociology, 2021). There are also a variety of different specialist children’s services. One example of this is where child support agencies are given more financial support to support young people who have been victims of domestic abuse. “One study found that this reduced offending rates from 25% to 7%.” (Revise Sociology, 2021)
Early intervention programs are also very cost effective. The Youth Justice Board for England and Wales discovered that these programs can save up to £6 for every £1 invested in them (Youth Justice Board for England and Wales, 2017).
One example of an effective early intervention programme is the Multi-Systemic Therapy (MST). MST is a “family therapy programme which works with children aged 10-17 and their families when the children are at risk of being placed in custody or care” (Youth Endowment Fund, 2023). MST targets the young person, their family and community factors that contribute to a person’s offending behaviour. There have been a number of high-quality randomized controlled trials which suggest that MST was the most effective treatment for reducing young people from reoffending and also improving individual and family pathology (Henggeler, SW. p.g. 569, 2002)
It is important to have agencies that offer support like this as many children who have been victims of domestic abuse can develop Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). ACEs can cause children to have a greater chance of poor life outcomes which can include, “increased risk of heart disease, diabetes, depression, substance abuse, poor academic achievement and early death” and can also link to people offending later in their lives (Harvard University, 2023)
Despite having many benefits, early intervention programs can also have a lot of challenges. One of the main challenges is actually identifying the young people who are at most risk of offending. This requires a multi-agency approach, involving the police, social services, schools, youth service and other agencies who may be working with individuals and ‘or their families.  It also involves conducting risk assessments which, in itself can be challenging, as they require the cooperation of the young people involved and also their families’ cooperation, which can be difficult to achieve in some cases. Another challenge is ensuring that early intervention programs are actually effective. This requires ongoing evaluations and monitoring to ensure that the programs are achieving their intended purposes. Early intervention programs also require qualified professionals, who have the skills to engage young people.  However, despite the challenges, research has shown that successful early intervention programs that have a multi-agency approach can have a positive impact on improving the lives of young people and help to prevent them from engaging in offending behaviour.
Overall, early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending has a large range of benefits for young people, their families and the community as a whole and can be very effective. However, it can also come with some challenges which include actually identifying the young people who need early intervention and then ensuring that the programmes in place are actually effective whilst securing the funding for those programmes. Despite, having these challenges there is evidence which displays that early intervention programmes are effective in preventing young people from offending and re-offending. However, more evidence is still needed today to help identify what is the most effective ways to intervene with young people to ensure that the correct resources are used where they are most needed in order to ensure early intervention are more successful.
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Essay four:
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?
Rehabilitating offenders is a key objective of the criminal justice system. The aim of this is to reduce reoffending rates and to improve public safety overall. Rehabilitating offenders can often be very difficult. However, partnership working has recently become a very popular approach. Partnership working is now part of everyday policing, which involves collaboration between different organisations and agencies in order to work with offenders and address their needs to help reduce their chances of reoffending and being involved in the criminal justice system. (McCarthy, D. p.g. 243, 2014)
There are many approaches which aim to rehabilitate offenders, but they have mainly focused primarily on punishment, rather than underlying any issues that contribute to criminal behaviour. These kinds of approaches have been criticised for its limited effectiveness in reducing reoffending and for failing to address the root cause to a person’s offending in the first place. Partnership approaches on the other hand, aim to actually address the underlying issues by providing a coordinated and collaborative approach to rehabilitating offenders.
One example of a partnership approach is the Integrated Offender Management (IOM). This program involves collaboration between the police, probation, and other agencies to provide a coordinated approach to managing offenders. The program focuses on identifying any of the underlying issues that lead to people being involved in criminal behaviour. Once these issues were identified, they then provided support to address the issues. Studies of the IOM program have shown positive results in rehabilitating offenders. (Home Office, 2015). This review by the Ministry of Justice found that partnership approaches can also be very cost-effective, as they can reduce costs which are associated with a person reoffending, such as the cost of imprisonment.
A popular partnership approach that police often use are the Youth Offending Service (YOS). YOS is made up of a group of professionals from a select range of agencies who work with children aged between 10-18 years old to support them from entering the criminal justice system and to support them to reduce their chances of reoffending and can help them understand the effects of what criminal behaviour can have on themselves and others. (Brighter Futures For Children, 2022).
YOS is often used to deal with low level crimes that a child has pleaded guilty to. Instead of prosecuting the child involved, YOS will arrange a board meeting which involves partner agencies who arrange support for the child to help them get their lives back on track. Several projects have been used in Gwent Police because of this. The projects run by YOS are meant to be educational and can help the child to enhance their skills and knowledge. Some examples of the projects include, “Cars and Consequences”, “Phoenix Project” and “Construction Skills Certificate Skills (CSCS)” which gives children aged 16+ to find meaningful employment where YOS will help children apply for a CSCS card. This card then provides evidence that the individual has the relevant qualifications and required training to work on construction sites. (Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council, 2023).
Although many of these projects and interventions of been successful. They do also come with challenges. In order for YOS to be a success, the individual also needs to be willing to engage as without their engagement YOS are unable to follow through with their support. Many children who YOS have reached out to help have not been willing to engage due to them having a lack of confidence in their own ability or they be unaware of exactly how they can participate. (Nacro Cymru, 2009). Although this is a common challenge when going for this partnership approach, the challenge can also be used as a benefit as if the individual can be encouraged to engage with YOS then their self-esteem and confidence will develop, and it will eventually help them understand the process better and want to engage will the intervention.
One of the key benefits of partnership approaches is that they involve a lot of focus on community-based interventions, which have proven to be very effective. There has been research that shows that community-based interventions such as restorative justice programs or community service initiatives, can be effective in promoting positive behaviour change and reducing a person’s chances to reoffend. (Schiff, M. 2011)
However, although there are many benefits to partnership approaches, there are also some challenges and not all approaches will be effective. There are several factors that are needed in order for approaches to be effective. These factors include, the availability of community resources, the willingness of people to engage and also the individual needs of the offender. Offenders can also face a range of issues which could mean that they have less chance to reintegrate into society. These issues include lack of education and key skills, mental health issues and substance abuse. All these issues are common challenges that offenders face which can limit their access to support services and employment opportunities.
In conclusion, partnership approaches have effective means of rehabilitating offenders and reduce crime reduction rates by involving a collaborative effort between partner agencies to address any underlying causes of criminal behaviour and support positive changes. Whilst there are still challenges to implementing these partnership programmes effectively, research shows that they can be successful in reducing a person’s chance to reoffending and promoting positive outcomes for offenders. Therefore, partnership approaches should be considered as an effective means to rehabilitate offenders and reduce crime.
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