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The earliest printed edition of Canterbury Tales, according to Early English Books Online, is dated 1477. It was printed by William Caxton in London.[footnoteRef:1] This shows that it was in the public interest for Canterbury Tales to be published. William Caxton also printed another edition in 1483 which was the first illustrated version of Canterbury Tales.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  ProQuest – Early English Books Online, Canterbury Tales <https://www.proquest.com/eebo/docview/2248515952/641393CA536D422BPQ/1?accountid=130472> [Accessed 08 December 2021].]  [2:  ProQuest – Early English Books Online, Canterbury Tales <https://www.proquest.com/eebo/docview/2264207499/citation/641393CA536D422BPQ/2?accountid=130472> [Accessed 08 December 2021].] 

The 1483 edition contains mainly images of the characters on horseback as if they are portraits of them, just before the section which talks about the character in the prologue. It then goes onto portray a scene of a feast with all the characters, but after this only includes a portrait the character in their tale, and only one image per tale. 
The British Library has the physical printed editions of the two published Canterbury Tales I have looked into. There is not much detail on the books themselves, only the digitised versions and the publishing details, as well as the fact they were both written in English. They do, however, give me enough information that I could research further into them online on other databases and on the British Library website. It gives me a lot of information on William Caxton, who printed both editions I have researched, including his background and who was likely to read his published Canterbury Tales.[footnoteRef:3] The British Library even allows me to compare the two texts side by side, which is ideal if I were to study the published editions of Canterbury Tales or at least the ones by William Caxton.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  British Library, William Caxton And Canterbury Tales <https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-caxton-and-canterbury-tales> [Accessed 08 December 2021].]  [4:  British Library, Comparing The Texts <https://www.bl.uk/treasures/caxton/search.asp> [Accessed 08 December 2021].] 

The digital editions offer an alternative to seeing them in person, being able to compare the entire books side by side at the click of a button. You can zoom in to be able to see details you would not otherwise notice and can analyse the books from cover to cover at any moment of any day. They can show how books were printed in that era, including the techniques used.
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