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A lay person is a person with no previous qualifications in law or medicine, which can be found in magistrates' court or as a member of the Jury. The purpose of a lay person is to give, an unbiased and fair judgement of a case based on the evidence that they are presented with Collins, (2023). Magistrates are members of the public who volunteer themselves to review evidence when cases are brought forward to a magistrate court. Magistrates – Courts and Tribunals (2023).

Magistrates
A Magistrate is described as a ‘civil officer’ who hear cases in their local courts; family, criminal and youth, dealing with summary offences and often sit in a panel of three, Magistrates Association, (2023). When selecting members of the Magistrates, the people that are selected must fit the requirements given, one of which being age. All members of Magistrates must be at least 18 years old and must retire by the age of 75. Another requirement is being a person with good qualities; you must be aware of social issues, be mature, with an understanding towards other people, treat people with fairness and be reliable and committed to serving the community. When applying to become a magistrate, you must also show that you are a person of ‘good character.’ Questions involving why you have applied for the role, your commitment to the role and if you are trustworthy are often asked to indicate whether you are suitable for the role (GOV.UK). These questions help decide the best candidates for the role of a magistrate, however, it has been argued that there is a running theme in the people chosen to be a magistrate. It has been said that magistrates are most seen as male, white, of a middle-class background and of old age. This is an issue because there is not a range of different people in gender, age, class, or ethnicity, which means the decisions made on a case will not differ and could potentially be biased. For example, someone of an older age may not understand more topical issues held on social media/ social networking- not being representative of the community Carmine Proofreading, (2021). Another disadvantage of Magistrates, and the court in general, is that during covid, many of the courts faced closure and many trials were moved to an online platform. This is a disadvantage for Magistrates as the trials were not held in a usual format and can be seen as unfair trial, The Law Society, (2023). Considering these issues with generalisation of who was being appointed as a magistrate, the government took this into consideration and according to GOV.UK, (2023) there has been a rise in women who sit as magistrates (57%), 14% were of an ethnic minority background and 70% were of an age of 50 or above. Age is a difficult factor to change as commitment to the magistrate role can be time consuming and can happen at unexpected times, not scheduled, you may just be called upon, and therefore it is usually people of an age that is, or close to retirement as they have the freest time. People of a younger age who apply to become a magistrate usually do so for work experience and this only if their education sectors allow the time for them to do so.  
The magistrates are a significant help to the government as they are unpaid workers and so this saves the money government to go towards other resources that the legal system needs. It saves them a significant amount of money each year. Although there have been many closures of courts and many of trials (especially since Covid) have been moved to a more virtual basis, usually through teams. Another issue that can be seen with magistrates is because they have no background of law, their decisions can be on opposing sides of the scale, either too slack or too harsh for the crime that has been committed. 
Juries 
A jury is a selection of 12 people who sit in court and examine evidence, sometimes can be 15 people under section 23 Courts and Civil law (miscellaneous provisions) Act 2013 amended the Juries Act 1976 if the duration is longer than 2 months, citizens information (2021). Like Magistrates, the jury selection does have limitations as to who is allowed to be selected for the jury role. This includes; bring between the ages of 18-85, being on the electoral register, must have no serious prior offences and must be of a suitable mental capacity to be eligible for the role of a jury, Ministry of Justice, (2013). Anyone who is within these regulations set by the government can be called upon at any time to sit as part of the jury The university of Law, (2023). A pool of juries is selected at random by those who are enrolled on the electoral register, this is them simplified and shortened down to just 12 people a time to sit as a jury in the court room. There are 2 types of tests that are ran to ensure that the people the members they choose to sit on the Jury are Eligible to do so. These tests are; A DBS (Background check) to ensure that the person who has been called upon does not have any serious prior offences as this could be a bias deciding factor in a similar case, and they must also not have any unspent criminal convictions. Another test that is carried out is a further, detailed check to rule out any identifiable factors that would risk Bias. This check is called an ‘authorised Jury Check’ and this check must be checked and approved by the attorney general CPS, (2022). A person may be disqualified from Jury Service if they are they have unspent criminal convictions or are considered to have poor mental health and are currently receiving treatment for it. The problem that is prominent among juries is the decision is in their hands, and sometimes the public can feel that there has been an injustice and that the jurors have too much power over the final verdict that determines a person’s guilt or innocence; sometimes cases can be complex and difficult to understand and some feel that the decision may not be ‘fair’ as they haven’t got internal knowledge to judge these cases The conversation, (2018). Trial by Jury cannot always ensure a fair trial as the directions given to the Jury when dealing with a case can often be complicated and each person has a different intelligence level and determine these instructions as individual; despite this, the jury are representative of the community and also have a range of different people with different characteristics such as gender, age, ethnicity etc. So, it gives a range of opinions and views on a case and comes from multiple perspectives, the Jury also discuss among themselves to give an overall decision made from a combination of these different perspectives, the only disadvantage of this is the lack of legal knowledge, however, legal knowledge could decide on case bias. 

To conclude, Magistrates are still typically high in numbers with the generalised ‘type of people’ who sit as a Magistrate, however, there has been improvements in recent years that makes a promising difference in hope of this continuing, the Magistrates will steer away from the same type of people sitting as a magistrate which will see mass difference in the decisions and ideology in the magistrate court. The magistrates are volunteers and so promotion of the role magistrates to appeal to people with different characteristics is the only way to rid of this problem which will take time. 
The Jury is seen in some ways as protecting defendants from unfair conviction, however, in some cases they may be too harsh or to slack on decisions made based on the fact they have no prior education or qualification in law of any kind and so they are unable to make educated, law factual decisions – despite this they are represented of a decision that would be made by the community. The Jury is an integral part of the court and the decision-making process, something worth looking into would be the instructions given when entering a jury service, if there is clearer instructions or further training that could be accessible to those attending jury service, this would give reassurance to the community when a jury is deciding the outcome of a case. 
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