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Abstract

This research project is aimed to understand the reasoning being from parents on how they decide the better suited school for the children. The case study will explore the reasons behind the decisions on making that choice. They will decide and see what is different from a Welsh medium school to an English school here in South Wales. The information gathered will consist of a mixture of ethnographic research, triangulation and all the information will be analysed to determine the reasoning behind choosing the right school. The researcher will be concluding the research project by gaining data from children, teachers and parents from two different schools to determine the outcome of parent’s decision with consideration to bias ethics throughout the project.
In order to make sure the results are accurate the research will be ethically considered throughout the research project, to ensure that the researcher is transparent and gains voluntary informed consents. All information and data will be outlined by the British educational research association (BERA 2018) and ethical research involving children (ERIC2020) to ensure with gaining consent/assent from participants. All information gathered by the researcher will be stored safely as followed by the data protection act 2018 to ensure confidentiality for all participants. 


Literature Review

The nature for this research project is to explore the range of Schools and deliver what outcomes underlines when searching for the right school in South Wales. (bialystock and worker 2018) both state that going to a bilingual school will benefit children’s language acquisition and influence the timing of their development in their childhood. Deciding on a school for a child is every parents right according to Welsh government 2022 whether it is a Welsh medium, English or bilingual medium schools. All schools in Wales are compulsory in following a curriculum that includes Welsh or provides Welsh lessons.
The Welsh government (2022) state the schools to be the central project which will determine their targets to a one million increase in Welsh speakers by 2050. In doing this they are currently working on ethics and targets set to ensure the figure improves by 2050. 

Attending a bilingual school is the future and is stated that Grusjean (2010) agrees that half of todays population around the world is bilingual. Language is the most intensely used system that is used globally to interact verbally and non-verbally around the world. Unlike Grusjean (2010) Godenough (1926) stated different languages can cause issues in homes if one language is used and more predominant than the other language which would result in bilingual and not biliterate. Both Saer (1923) and Godenough (1926) warned parents that mental confusion will be clear if children exposed to more than one language could cause retardation in children. It explains the effects and anxiety which was caused to parents to influence them from speaking and learning an additional language. They did not believe in bilingual home environments. By late 1920 studies by peal and lambert (1962) demonstrates bilingual children outperformed their monolingual piers verbally and non-verbally. Barac and bialstock (2011) later agreed with this statement and states figures showing a much-improved developed child by being more open to more than one language. Recent figures show parents research knowledge and reasons to send their children to Welsh/bilingual schools will be beneficial to their children in the long run which will benefit their children on work opportunities in future as many businesses and companies presently are requiring and are in desperate need for Welsh speaking colleagues. 

Therefore, now and before as the Welsh government (2022) has targets to reach more fluent speakers by 2050. Sadly, not all parents agree or believe in the culture and nature of the Welsh language and therefore state that Welsh schools are inconvenient options to them. Evans (2017) states parents thought Welsh schools are sometimes a more practical option for their children as it is on their way to places of work rather than the educational side of the Welsh language. Sharon Gewirtz et al has research knowledge showing that parents who possess cultural capital can understand and evaluate published information about different schools. Gewirtz et al also states that the less cultural capital may find it hard to make sense of the published information and therefore will opt for a local school which tends to be a English medium school in South East Wales. Social networks and social class relations are other factors that are believed to be influencing parents on school choices. Stephen Ball and Carol Vincent (2022) illustrate parents from higher society backgrounds gain more knowledge about different schools from extensive social networks which include other parents from higher socio-economic backgrounds. 

Whereas lower social network parents will be influenced more to opt for a English medium school as it is seen to be the default option in South East Wales. Sharon Gewirtz et al states parents send their children to a school where their children will have classmates from similar backgrounds. (Anthony Packer and Cefin Campbell) (2022) states parents are discouraged on sending their children to Welsh schools because they believe their children will be ostracised for being sent to a different school to other children in the neighbourhood attend. But (Sharon Gewirtz) et al states that children that are put in middle class schools will benefit their children as it will prevent them from ending up in the wrong groups. Figures show the vitality and importance for the Welsh government (2022) in order to achieve their target, they will need to develop future policies that will enable all children from all social backgrounds to access Welsh medium schools if they are to achieve their targets. Lloyd (2016) states children in the 1920s were punished for speaking Welsh where now children are praised and encouraged to embrace the language and culture. Many theorists like Steiner and Dewey state the importance of considering parents when thinking and deciding the impact of children’s learning. OECD report from (1997) identified four key strategies that exist within English and Welsh education system.

Steiner and Montessori have different views on children’s learning. Steiner groups the children by age where Montessori will place the children with other children by their abilities regardless of their age difference. Education is individual and specific to each child is different, but the way and how the child learns Is very much different for the two theorists as they both focus on different areas of learning and the way they learn.   

A similar approach to Montessori is John Dewey. Dewey (2022) believes that not only children are learning and developing but teachers are learning also from their students. He also believes that children develop and learn by what they experience and Interactions they participate in with the world. Those experiences are then polished through the learner’s life experiences and social relationships. Dewey (2022) has four principles which consist of Unity, Interest, Experience and Integration. 

Methodical considerations

According to Dr. Lawrence (2020) it is important to have a chosen sample when conducting research method as it allows the researcher to obtain enough data to answer the research question without having to overy the entire population. Your chosen sample should differ depending if your study is Quantatitve or Qualitive data. 
Quantitive sampling is based on a power analysis to ensure that the data is statisticly significant and the random sampling is required to ensure there is no bias and that the entire population is represented well in the sample. In able for it to work the sample needs to be taken from a known population.
Qualitive sampling requires only a few participants as its goal is not to achieve statistical signific but to ensure data saturation which means data gathered from small groups of people. Denzin and Lincoln (1994) states Qualitive sampling is multimethod in focus which works well with the study at the schools as it studies in their natural settings. In this study research shows Qualitive sampling to be most accurate to demonstrate parents’ options on why they choose a certain school. Mozzam Ali (2021) states that sampling takes less time consumed than a cencus and it also less costly to administer. The chosen sample type for this research project is a non-probability sampling which is more convenient and purposive for this research project Mozzam Ali (2022).
Using purposive sampling the participants chosen for this study are children aged four and five from two different schools in South Wales, Welsh medium School and a English medium School to avoid personal bias. To participate in the research there will be five children from each School to ensure a more in depth understanding from the children attending the different Schools. 
Carl Rogers and Psychologists such as Skinner observe behaviour which are beneficial in this research project on what children’s views on going to their preference schools and what kind of school that would look like. The choice to pick children from two different schools is to capture children in their natural environment where they feel safe and comfortable as that will being the best outcomes. If a child is scared or anxious the child will not feel confident is sharing opinions with you. It is important to gain as much trust to ensure reliable results as stated by Brown and Clarke (2006).

To fulfil the project the researcher will attend both schools over a period to ensure that the children and staff of the schools are comfortable and at ease when the researcher is around observing and asking questions.  It is paramount that the child feels safe and relaxed in its environment as if the child is anxious the results of the research won’t be valid or as honest as they could be. In order to fulfil the interview, the researcher will give notice to the school before hand of when they will be attending and the reason behind the research. By doing this they are ensuring no mistakes or confusion for the children on why the researcher is there. 

There will also be a consent form sent out to the parents beforehand to inform and ask permission for their child and themselves be involved in the research project. Over a period of four months the researcher will get to know the children firstly, so they are relaxed and comfortable in the researcher company as that is vital for the child to open and feel safe.  Then the researcher will gather information together by using different methods to measure and collect Qualitive information including interviews/ questionnaires and observation methods to make sure a non-bias reflection is made from the parents, children and teachers. The questionnaires will be filled by the parents and teachers and the observations/ interviews will be taken from the children and parents. A child’s answer will always change/ vary on the setting and depending on if the child is on their own or in a group as children as easily influenced by other peers. Nevertheless, the outcome of parents might also defer if they feel comfortable if they feel unsure of the questions asked in the questionnaire. 

To make sure the Researcher gets the best outcome the researcher will ensure that the questionnaires and interview methods used are being kept safe and are discarded of when used by being shredded as it states in the Data Protection Act (2018). A factor to consider while gathering information is the Hawthorne effect. This is when people’s tendency to behave differently as they know they are being observed as stated by Kassiani Nikolopoulou (2022). In order to avoid this the researcher will make herself visible and informative for a period before gathering information which is recorded to make sure that the data collected is true and accurate. 

It’s important that the researcher takes into consideration bias when observing as the researchers’ expectations, opinions or prejudices might influence the data collected based on their own views especially when observing language preferences.  There are different types of bias to consider. Some being implicit bias which means a collection of reactions that emerge automatic upon encountering an individual group for example the stereotype with certain groups that could be negative and influence your reaction without thinking. Another limitation that could affect your result would be the placebo effect. This would emerge in a school Environment if the result you were wanting or expecting from your methods could be voided due to giving or asking for a different research  outcome where the children are behaving or reacting different answers if they feel pressured to answer rather than their personal reflection and what their opinion is.

The Halo effect is another factor to consider as its considered to be a cognitive bias impression where the individuals information is based on the evaluation of a single attribute Nisbett and Wilson (1977). Study shows that Thorndike (1920) shows evidence of the Halo effect being used wrongly at observations as it attracts stereotype and for people to judge individuals for higher morality. This error can reflect the researcher’s judgement and research information. A method not used or would not be useful in the research project would be focus group. As the researcher would not be able to use a group discussion to evaluate as children’s opinions would not be correct as the children would be influenced by one another. In order to collect the correct data, it would be more beneficial to use other methods to gather information. 

Triangulation was used during the study to increase creditability and validity of the research findings. Noble (2019) to make sure the findings are trustworthy. By using both methods in the research it ensures that Triangulation is being used to reduce biasness that could occur. It is also used to enhance the research by using different methods to find results.

Ethical Considerations

It’s important to consider ethical considerations when considering a research project. Informed consent is a essential key to a research process according to Connelly (2023). 
Especially when researching in schools, the ethical requirements is to achieve informed consent from participants who cannot by law give binding consent can give assent. Assent is a informed agreement to take part in a survey on the basis that the information the researcher gives is appropriate to the child’s level of Cognitive and Emotional development. By doing so the researcher will be facilitating a more child friendly assent process. The researcher can do this by being well experienced in communicating with children, use flexible tools to assent and keep engagement with the children while in process. If the children loose intreats which usually happens the researcher will use experienced techniques to bring them back in or in other cases will decide on carrying the assessment on another day that is practical for all parties. The researcher will know therefore if the child is not willing to participate or not. 
In order to engage the researcher will use age-appropriate information, simple language, limited length, age-appropriate explanations to illustrate pieces and aids to accompt her methods. As to consent from the parents a letter will be disposed to ask consent for the children taking part in the survey. Obstacles to consider respecting the child’s view if he wishes not to participate even if the parents have consented. Child Protection (2018) is vital, and the child’s needs and safety need to be met. When entering research in school environments there needs to be consent firstly and mostly by the head teacher at the school as she will decide if your allowed to be there from the start. She is the primary gate keeper and then the teachers are next in line to considerable involvement.

In most schools standing the parental consented is already in place at the beginning of term. This refers to children’s photos being taken; recordings being used for school social media groups. The parents have the rights to agree or disagree to this request freely. However, in cases like this parent are handed forms to consent the research participation to secure the child’s enrolment in the study. A further ethical concern might be the school setting as most researched gathered are done in groups and in most cases the preference and presence of other can be influential on each other’s decision making and opinions. Children might feel pressured to participate because their friends are and other children might feel singled out for not being chosen to participate in the survey or not allowed to by parents. To defer this from happening the researcher will carefully manage the participants and non-participants to ensure that it can be implemented in the schools by setting and discussing different tasks for the rest of children to participate. Or in the researcher’s task could potentially perform the questionnaire or a similar one with the whole class without having to use the information gathered. This way the non-participating children are feeling included in the activity.

Confidentially is paramount from the Data Protection Act (2018). When researching in schools especially as it enquires the researcher to divulge information from research activities without the express agreement of the participant. Researchers will need to communicate their understanding of their ethnical responsibilities clearly. By developing mechanism to allow themselves to allow feedback on potential concerns or issues in the school. There are varieties of risks to think of when researching a school environment for this researcher as they will ensure the risks have been brought to attention to avoid confrontation or social risks. By this research methodology it is ensured that all risks are minimal except for special clinical circumstances. A consequence of this could result in danger to participants in over protection and under protection.

To ensure the data collected by the researcher is secure and following guidelines, Data Protection Act (2018) states to ensure all protection practices the school and individuals within need to be trusted to collect, store and use the personal data fairly, safely and lawfully. The researcher will follow rules set by the Data Protection Act (2018) and the Uk General Data Protection Regulation (2018).  There are seven key principles that needs to be followed to ensure guidelines are met. The data in the research project includes identity details, contact information and therefore it is vital to follow the rules and protect and dispose of any data once finished correctly following the Data Protection Act (2018). 
BERA (2018) sets guidelines that are followed by anyone who is undertaking educational research. Individuals participating should be treated fairly and respectfully to ensure both their rights as stated by BERA (2018). Researchers need to be mindful of structural inequalities and be sensitive and alert for any structural issues that can be raised. Stating all states of research including reporting and publication. (BERA) states all participants including the researcher should operate within a ethic of respect towards themselves and others. Manners should be shown and given fairly without freedom of prejudice in all their rights and differences. 

Children participating in the research at any time can step away from the research project as the researcher will understand and cooperate as the child’s right is always protected as stated by the UNCRC. According to the University of Wales Trinity St David (UWTSD) (2022) There are many factors to think about before presenting and forming a research study. The researcher as mentioned above will have checked with the schools policies and procedures regarding child protection (Data Protection Act 2018) The policy explains the importance of storing the data correctly within the guidelines and states the precautions to consider if broken as the researcher will not only have the school’s policy and guidelines to follow but the University too as representing them on behalf of the research project. 

As stated by (UWTSD 2022) The researcher will avoid any bad press towards the university by following the rules that are set and by always listening to the participants involved in the research. No participants has to follow through with the research if they feel pressured or anxious. This could occour in children if the child does not feel happy that particular day or something that has happened which has affected the child and does not want to participate in the activity which usually happens if a child’s friend is not participating as well or just general mood. The right to stop participating is allowed and the researcher will know from practice whether to carry on a different day or to simply stop and try a different approach later. The previous forms which would have been given to the parents of the child would have been noted this in the form beforehand.

If the parent has consented but then the child decides not to participate due to any reason this is also ok.  Every researcher has a important role to play and must be vigilant to everything happening around them when gathering information and research at school environments. The information found will not always will be accurate as many factors like other influencers like friends or peers may affect the results. All ethical reviews made need to be open minded and that the researcher is using a inclusive manner (BERA) no research should use pre judgement, constrain directly or indirectly.
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