Short questions 
1. What are the main types of evidences used in Environmental Archaeology? (RC)

2. Give a definition of Uniformitarianism (RC)

3. New Archaeology using the philosophical approaches based on the natural sciences had several main aims, outline two of these.(RC)

4. Of what values are analogies within environmental archaeology? (RC)

5. What do you understand by the term biostratigraphy? (RC)

6. Give two contexts on a dryland archaeological site in which environmental evidence might be preserved. (AC)

7. Describe two problems encountered in the interpretation of pollen evidence. (AC)

8. Name two of the three main plant components indicative of crop processing activity that are likely to be found in a plant macrofossil assemblage. (AC)
9. Identify three properties of a soil that affect its agricultural potential. (JC)

10. Identify three factors that affect rates of soil erosion by running water. (JC)
11. Why is it that sediments found in a sewer may not relate to the time of use of the sewer? (MCB) 

12. By what mechanisms may pollen enter a sewer system? (MCB)
13. Why is environmental archaeology by its very nature multi-disciplinary? (MCB)
14. What are the main sources of soil phosphate on archaeological sites (EG-B)
15. What is a salt pan, and how does it form? (EG-B)

16. Distinct soil types are formed in different kinds of environment. What are the main natural variables that determine soil type? (EG-B)

17. What is an ecological threshold? Provide a definition, and an example. (EG-B) 

18. With the exception of radiocarbon dating, name two other radiometric dating techniques? (NN)

19. With reference to radioactive isotopes, what do you understand by a ‘half life’(NN)
20. Name two ways in which the radiocarbon activity of a sample can be measured. (NN)
21. Name 2 tree species, native to Britain used in dendrochronology. (NN)
22. Of what benefit is taking more than one sample from a timber structure to the dendrochronologist? (NN) 

23. What do you understand by the term the Last Glacial Maximum?  

24. Within palaeoclimatology, what do the initials MIS and OIS stand for?

25. Why would plants respond to climatic change faster than animals?
Medium question

1. Describe and discuss Vita-Finzi’s (1969) model of the development of the colluvial and alluvial sedimentary sequences commonly found in the Mediterranean region. (JC)

2. How do pollen and plant macrofossil studies complement each other in the study of past environments? (AC)
3. Using an appropriate archaeological example outline what is meant by the ’Blitzkrieg’ model of animal extinction (RC)

4. Using at least two appropriate archaeological examples, evaluate caves as a good depositional environment for human and/or animal bone. (RC). 

5. A core taken from the centre of the lake shown in Figure 1 is analysed for its contained remains.  Pollen, plant macrofossils, molluscs and insect remains are recovered through the cores.  Describe the likely nature of these assemblages and why they may provide apparently conflicting evidence regarding changes in past environments. (MCB)  

6. Outline the uses of soil magnetic analyses in archaeology. (EG-B)
7. Outline the causes of soil erosion. How can we detect it archaeologically? (EG-B)
8. Why is it important that the practice of environmental archaeology is multi-disciplinary? Illustrate your answer by reference to at least 2 case studies outlined to you during the course of study. (MCB) 

