 New Journalism

Origins: USA in the 1960s, (Tom Wolf), but many forerunners --- particularly in the personal essay: Hazlitt, Dickens, Twain etc.

The foundation of New Journalism is fact - material, real events, but with applied literary techniques from the world of fiction so as to give the public a livelier presentation. New journalism in this way becomes a type of faction (fact + fiction). 

Characteristic Fiction Technique

PRIVATE

Scene-by-scene technique


 (Trad: opposite news triangle: plot + chronological events)  


New Journalism: isolated situations, leaps in time and space (filmic), use of multiples sources 

( Norman Mailer: 'news' only in 6th section; Yeager bottom of 3 rd para. Wolfe))

PRIVATE

Use of Dialogue

Subjectivity, realisation, recorded thought ('I'm sure glad he's recording all this' (Mailer): use of slang, ('So he whanged the door shut' (Woolfe)) sub-group jargon etc.( "Cool", "Yeah")
Dramatic conventions

PRIVATE
The Point of View Technique


Claimed objectivity (reporter invisibility) v. subjectivity

PRIVATE
Use of characterising details


 ‘sign language’  (Wolf): realist detail ‘ status of life’( symbolism but showing rather than telling 
Focalised character:

'Mr Kiyoshi Tanimoto' (Hersay)

Schiller (Mailer)

Limited character perspective: 'He reflected that … several bombs must have dropped.' (Hersey)

Language

Ignoring rules (grammar etc.) in favour of  impression (Cool ( kool)

(see opening of Wolfe); 'sonofabitch'

Elaborate figurative language, but drawn from mundane material:

Onomatopoeia: "Boing", "Grrrr", "Tra-la-la", "Riiiinnnnnggggg", etc.
