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Ausonius’s Mosella, written some point after 371, is a Latin poem describing Ausonius’ journey, throughout the journey he gives detailed description of the area, and the focus of the poem is on the river Moselle and its journey down to Bordeaux. This region we see Ausonius travel through and describe is the frontier region of the Roman Empire. We see him list out places he has passed through and then it is a focus on the water of the river, and he describes it in a magical way by using mythological elements from Greek religion, and this is very interesting especially since this was written during the late Antiquity of Rome where Christianity has become the main religion. We are seeing his idealised version of the scenery along his journey, and we are seeing this beautiful Roman frontier that he has presented to us. The ultimate theme we see throughout the poem is the theme of nature, and we see this theme consistently. 

	We see Ausonius describe his journey as a ‘lonely journey through pathless forest’, which would suggest that he is travelling alone. However, during this time to travel alone would be extremely dangerous, especially for a man such as Ausonius. He has connections to the emperor and his family, he taught Gratian the future emperor, this would make him a valued member within Roman society. So, to let him travel alone during this time would be dangerous. Ausonius most likely had servants and attendants with him which meant he would not be alone. The ‘lonely journey’ could suggest a loneliness of creative minds or company of friends because as he describe his journey and the river in the most magnificent way that his loneliness seemed to be soon eased when he came upon the magnificent scenery of the Moselle River. The river which runs into Bordeaux, France his home, and this scenery which reminds him on home can help ease this sense of loneliness. We see him start this ‘lonely journey’ which eventually does not feel too lonely anymore as we all experience this setting of the river. 
His loneliness is amplified when the lines continue ‘nor did my eyes rest on any trace of human inhabitants’, suggests he expected to find people along his journey to learn stories and to be entertained. However, this journey to the Moselle River was quiet and did not have the guests he might have expected on the way. This can seem quite lonely, because if you are travelling continuously with the same people new faces and just seeing people on the journey makes it less lonely, whereas seeing no one can make people feel lost and unsure about the rest of this journey. Hernández suggests “Ausonius finds himself surrounded by darkness, mist and death, unable to perceive the stunning beauty of the world around him. The scant references to the idea of vision are always negative, underlying the absence of a real object to be seen: et nulla humani spectans uestigia cultus (‘nor did my eyes rest on any trace of human inhabitants’)” (Hernández, 2016). This line and what Hernández suggest echoes this idea of loneliness, and to compare something sad with something like nature, which is intrinsically beautiful really creates this juxtaposing idea of what Ausonius is trying to get across. He’s telling people about this view which is beautiful and encourages those to come there with just with his description alone, but he tells us of this loneliness which can ruin this intrinsically beautiful view he is telling us about. 
We see Ausonius list places he briefly travelled past and gives a small description of this area, and when he reaches the river is when describes an idealistic and picturesque view of the area. He uses figures from Greek myth to describe the nature and the view and it feels magical. This description of the land almost feels like a revelation from the writer, a revelation of how beautiful nature is, and he gain this deeper insight to the surrounding area. Jesús Hernández Lobato, describes this scene in a similar way, ‘This sudden ‘revelation’, be it real or merely an artful literary device, did not only provide Ausonius with a deeper insight into the world around him, but also raised many epistemological issues on the limits of human knowledge and the (in)ability of language to convey reality.’ (Hernández, 2016). Lobato describes what Ausonius is doing here very well, he uses artful literary devices all throughout but there is this idea of what is true and what is merely his opinion. What he may see as something beyond words could explain because the scene is that beautiful could be a regular sight for any other person. 

We see the first passage is about his journey to the Moselle River and a brief description of the river. In the other passages he goes more in detail about the river Mosella 431-7 “Rich in waters, rich in Nymphs, thy channel, bounteous to both, shall stretch forth two branching streams from either bank and open ways for you both through various outfalls. So shalt thou gain strength to make Franks and Chamaves and Germans quake: then shalt thou be held their boundary indeed [verus ... limes]. So shalt thou gain a name bespeaking double origin, and though from thy source thou dost flow a single stream, thou shall be called twy-horned.” (Roberts 1984). We see Ausonius refer to Nymphs, and that he can almost imagine them in the water, having fun. This helps to create this picturesque image of the Moselle River that almost seem magical because he describes Nymphs being there. However, there’s a debate on how the state od this area would have been like during this era. Many scholars’ debate that this area would not have recovered from the invasions, “This region had not yet recovered from the devastation of invasion one hundred years previously, or even before that.” (Roberts TAPA 1984) and “During the invasion of the Franks in 276 A.D. many of the villas destroyed and the region never fully recovered.”  (Roberts TAPA 1984: 417).  This could suggest that this poem might have been a propaganda piece since, it is highlighting beautiful places within in the Roman frontier a place that has seen lots of battles and invasions. This could be because he had close relations to the emperor and his family, “In 367 the Imperial court had been established at Trier in Gaul; and Ausonius was required to accompany the Emperor Valentinian, with his pupil, on his German campaigns. These, continuing a policy inaugurated by Valentinian's predecessors, were directed towards the consolidation of a Roman presence on the German bank of the Rhine, with the ultimate object of incorporating the Germans in the Empire and setting up a bulwark against further barbarian encroachments. It is against this political and military background that the Mosella must be read. It was clearly intended as propaganda. 'The purpose of the poem was to inspire the Gauls with confidence in the renewed peace and security.' [quotes Chadwick]” (Kenney 1984 190). Ausonius writing about the Roman frontier in such a picturesque way it could be propaganda and for those who hear the poem through oral reading, or those who can read, which are the elite members of society, can know how stable the empire is and that the empire is flourishing more than it ever has before. His audience are those elite people within Rome, as the common person can not read, he is appealing to the rich. Green explains it in a perfect way and in what this poem was achieving “There is certainly a feeling of pride in the power of Rome that produced such security and prosperity; but this is taken for granted, and is not to be thought of as the primary purpose of the poem. There are only two direct allusions to Valentinian (422, 450), and few indirect ones.” (Green 1991) . Although Green, agrees that there is a sense of pride in Ausonius’ work about the empire, however, argues that this poem in its entirety is not propaganda. We see Green compare Ausonius’ work to Vergil’s, “The first impression of the Moselle valley is conveyed with the help of Vergil's description of Elysium in A. 6. 640–1 largior hic campos aether et lumine vestit purpureo. Vergil's aether has become aer; campos is retained although less appropriate to the environs of Neumagen. Mythological allusions, not common in this poem, are used to enhance the effect.” (Green 1991 on 12-13). We see both Vergil and Ausonius living throughout different times of the empire, Vergil at the start and Ausonius during the late Antiquity of Rome, and they are both close to the emperors of the time and have written for both. We see writers using different styles of writing and similar and how they both describe scenery is very similar and very mythical to the reader. However, we see both authors using these mythic details to enhance the beauty of the scene. 
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