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Executive Summary
Climate change is one of the biggest challenges faced in the world. The following report is written to analyse the role of the public sector in implementing policies of climate change. The government is an important public sector body which plays a vital role in implementing policies towards sustainable development. Several barriers to sustainable development are overcome by government. The effectiveness of the initiatives conducted by the government are studied. It is found that the programs and policies developed by the government focus on different aspects of climate change. However, collaboration and integration of the functions of different government bodies is crucial for the successful implementation of these policies. The successes and failures of the policies are discussed. The public sector faces several challenges while achieving sustainable goals. The report concludes with a summary of the findings. Recommendations for the improvement of government measures are also provided at the end of the report. 
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Introduction
The earth's climate is continuously changing. The increase in emissions have caused the global temperatures to rise which has led to changes in weather patterns and rising sea levels. The role of the government is central in defining the roles and responsibilities of all the stakeholders in society towards the environment. Governments all over the world are actively promoting the agendas to curb the effects of climate change. The purpose of this essay is to study the importance of the role of public sector organisations in handling climate change issues. Government policies and directives provide a CSR framework to people. Governments have started viewing climate change as an important subject and are including it in their public policies (Callway, 2013). The inclusion of environmental protection in national objectives have enabled governments to enhance sustainability, promote overall development, increase national competitiveness and increase inflow of foreign investment (Gollagher and Hartz-Karp, 2013). The initiatives taken by different government bodies are listed and the effectiveness of these initiatives are discussed. The study concludes by summarizing the findings of the report and making recommendations for improvement. 
[bookmark: _Toc38063352]Method
The project uses public sources for data collection. Secondary data is collected from books, journals, internet articles and databases. The literature in several articles are reviewed to analyse the impact of the public sector on corporate social responsibility goals. Reliable and valid data collected through this method helps us to adequately capture past developments on this topic. A critical evaluation of the information collected is done to draw conclusions and make relevant recommendations that are practical and logical to implement. 
[bookmark: _Toc38063353]Findings
Social Responsibility is a collective approach taken by the different stakeholders of society in ensuring that the decisions and activities of the different stakeholders keep in mind environmental concerns. It is essential that ethical and transparent behaviour is promoted by society to ensure sustainable development for the welfare of society. The application of law and international norms need to be integrated by public bodies for the betterment of the society and the environment (Biermann, Kanie and Kim, 2017). The concept of CSR has become increasingly important in today's world due to globalization. It is found that the concept of social responsibility is constantly evolving due to the changing nature of issues. The role of the public sector in tackling climate change issues remains crucial. It is found that the government of different countries along with several other public bodies work in collaboration towards achieving the sustainable development goals of the United Nations. The leadership provided by the government is prominent in increasing awareness of the negative impacts of climate change. Governments are committed towards ensuring that society is continuously adapting to climate change (Montecalvo, Farneti and De Villiers, 2018). For this purpose, governments take several actions in design and implementing policies, programmes and investments that account for the impact of climate change. 
The complex relationship between macroeconomics and climate change has been found which needs to be kept in mind. The monetary impact of climate change will eventually be borne by the society at large thus, governments need to keep in mind the risk involved. The government can help reduce the risk by integrating national objectives with environmental objectives. A decentralised approach based on the efficient distribution of resources would ensure that the policies of the government are successful (Ansell and Gash, 2018). Developing strong support from local and regional bodies enables the government to create an environment in which strategies to reduce environmental impact can be adopted. The role of the public sector involves the creation of a framework that sets targets and incentives across different organizations towards sustainable practices (Bodin, 2017). Governments promote coordination of activities at local, regional and national level. By raising funds and providing information on sustainable development practices the government would be able to incorporate adaptation into their strategies and processes (VijayaVenkataRaman et. al., 2012). It is found that the government already takes several initiatives in key areas that are affected by climate change due to the nature of goods or ownership terms. The federal government passes numerous laws and regulations regarding the protection of the natural environment. It also creates regulations to enforce those laws. The government also has the authority to delegate responsibilities to the state governments in this aspect. The vast scope of activities of the government has made the involvement of public sectors in planning climate change initiatives vital (Bendell, Miller and Wortmann, 2011). The governments ensure that the regulatory policies keep in mind the risk due to climate change.
 The integration of such measures at a national level have a ripple effect on regional development agencies and local authorities. The government builds the adaptive capacity of people by providing the tools and necessary support required for sustainable practices (Powell, 2017). Initiatives taken by the U.S government involve the creation of the U.S Climate Resilience Toolkit. This toolkit lays down the processes and steps for communities to identify, assess and confront climate change issues. Resources in the form of data, tools and case studies across the globe are given to the people so that they are able put their plans into action. The government also conducts climate adaptation training to local governments (Aldy and Pizer, 2015). Community based training on climate change also helps people to plan and strategize towards sustainable development activities (Klein, et. al., 2018). The main purpose of this toolkit was to ensure that many states in the country were able to have resources to assist their communities in adapting to the changing climate. The Environmental Protection Agency of the U.S has launched several projects for sustainable usage of energy sources. The EPA also sponsors and coordinates research on a wide range of issues associated with climate change. Most of the efforts of the EPA are directed towards the regulation of green-house gases. One major initiative taken by the EPA is called the 'Energy Star' which is a voluntary program that encourages low energy demand designs for buildings and appliances (Environmental Protection Agency, 2020). The company also runs an Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) Program that evaluates and checks the application of environmental technologies so that they can be applied by the general public.
 Partnerships will federal agencies enable the EPA to improve their research on several theories such as ' Green Buildings'. The Creation of Resilient Water Utilities (CRWU) aimed at drinking water, wastewater and stormwater utilities. By providing practical training and assistance, infrastructure for long term water utilisation was developed. This helped the people to combat extreme weather conditions. Climate ready estuaries program launched by the coastal management community helps the government to identify groups vulnerable to rising sea levels (Duarte, et. al., 2013). A Superfund Climate Resilience Program launched by the EPA was developed to mitigate the effects of climate change on health. A screening analysis enabled EPA to understand the changes in the soil, sediments and groundwater due to climate changes. Technologies such as soil vapour extraction and bioremediation were used to treat systems. 
Waste management planning to reduce the impact of climate changes was also done by governments. As climate change is expected to produce more frequent and powerful disasters it is important for communities to plan for such incidents. By preparing for these disasters the effective removal of waste during or after such incidents can be done quickly. This would help in reducing the danger of fire, personal injury and diseases during and after such disasters. To maintain the indoor quality of products necessary structural changes, need to be made so that the designs of the buildings are able to withstand the environmental impact of climate change. The government has taken several measures to promote energy efficient homes and buildings so that the negative impact on health can be avoided. Some of the measures include source control, ventilation and air cleaning. Certain methods of ventilating buildings and maintaining acceptable thermal conditions can only be regulated by the government. To implement these methods the government has to plan the layout of its cities and modify strategies for future constructions. 
The Scottish government has also allocated funds to develop a 'Climate Solutions' qualification to help organisations to incorporate actions that have a positive impact in reversing the impact of climate change. Several policies and guidelines have also been released by the government to strategically lower carbon emissions. The National Institute of Health (NIH) is another such body that works along with the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to research on health impacts of climate change. The research conducted by these bodies helped us to understand and prepare the health effects of climate change so that the most healthy and efficient approach to climate change adaptation could be taken. The centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) also takes many initiatives related to health towards climate change related policies. Tracking of data on disease occurrence due to changing environmental conditions is one of the functions performed by this organisation. The CDC also forecasts health effects that may be related to variations in the climate. A study of the scientific aspects of health and climate is also done by this body. The CDC blends initiatives of the health departments to assess, plan and build the capacity to respond to climate change in the health sector. The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is another body that examines the health consequences of occupational environments. 
The effects of ' Green jobs' on health are studied by NIOSH which recognizes the conditions related to job designs that have an impact on energy resources. The NIOSH supports jobs that lead to activities that use energy efficiently and have a low impact on the environment. The Department of Energy (DOE) is another public organisation that addresses climate change by promoting programs that seek to reduce energy consumption (Purdy, 2012). The International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) is another such body that makes recommendations on economic policies and trade relations keeping in mind sustainable management of natural resources. The mission of this body is to use innovation as an important tool for sustainable development. It is found that the national competitive advantage of countries is higher by adopting policies that lead to sustainable development (Owusu and Asumadu-Sarkodie, 2016). The IISD works in collaboration with the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) to integrate corporate social responsibility at a global level. The role of the governments in business regulation is found to be essential. The governments build a base for business for compliance with legislation and regulations. Corporate governance is another important function performed by the government in regulating business activities (Bisogno and Cuadrado-Ballesteros, 2019). As businesses in the private and public sector play a pivotal role in job and wealth creation in society, they have a major impact on the utilisation of resources.
 Several governments and intergovernmental bodies such as the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and International Labour Organisation (ILO) have developed several agreements and principles that define acceptable business conduct. These guidelines help the businesses in adhering to the internationally accepted environmental standards. Thus, it is found that several initiatives and programs have been launched by the government which aim at protecting the environment and reducing the impact of climate change from different aspects. 
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Governments today face a number of challenges in implementing corporate social responsibility objectives. The findings above indicate that the efforts taken by the government bodies have been found to be successful in raising awareness among the people in relation to climate change. These initiatives have helped indigenous and remotely located people to be identified and protected against the changing environment conditions (Newig et. al., 2018). The integration of policies at a regional and national level have ensured that goals of environmental sustainability could be achieved. By tracking and monitoring climate changes the government was able to identify high risk areas and take necessary steps to mitigate the risk (O’Brien, 2018). It is found that the initiatives taken by the EPA have been successful. The EPA has been instrumental in setting policies priorities and enforcing laws that have made a positive impact on the planet (Currie and Walker, 2019). The activities of the EPA have also managed to inspire the environmental agencies in other countries by adopting effective methods of environmental protection measures. The 'Energy Star' program is cited as one of the most successful programs in helping the country to find and implement remedies for several global challenges such as ozone depletion and climate change. 
The EPA has also been successful in changing public perceptions towards waste generation. This has led to the rise of innovations that make use of waste to create energy and new products. It is found that by increasing public information about its activities the EPA has managed to operate in a transparent and ethical manner. It is found that the EPA initiatives have set high standards of environmental protection measures. By using technology, the organisation had managed to lower carbon emissions levels over a period of time. However, even though carbon emissions were lowered the use of technology caused an increase in mercury levels in the atmosphere. Thus, it can be concluded that technology benefited the environment to a certain extent beyond which a negative economic impact was created due to the extensive use of technology (Newbold et. al., 2018). A failure of the EPA was also found while executing their superfund program. Even though this program was designed to clean up the country's most contaminated areas two toxic areas were left out. High levels of lead dioxin, mercury and other toxic chemicals were found in these areas which posed a threat to the lives of the people living nearby. This case was concluded by providing environmental justice to the communities by the federal government. 
[bookmark: _Toc38063355]Conclusion
The above analysis shows the importance of various public sector bodies in adopting an integrated approach towards factors that affect the climate. The report contributes to the existing research by analysing the role of the public sector in supporting adaptation to climate change. In order to promote sustainable development, planning to reduce the potential impact of climate change is essential for the government. The policies of the government are designed using adaptative strategies to reduce the risk of climate changes on society and business. The government initiatives reduce the pressure on essential services such as transport, energy, water and health care during disruptions caused during extreme weather conditions. Moreover, the government spreads awareness on the usage of resources. It is found that the initiatives taken by the government have a national, regional and local impact. The initiatives taken by government bodies in the form of programs ensure that long term goals of environmental sustainability are achieved. 
[bookmark: _Toc38063356][bookmark: _GoBack]Recommendations
A number of policies and measures have already been implemented by the government to protect the environment against climate changes. These changes help the society directly or indirectly in adapting to environmental changes. It is recommended that the governments continuously conduct research and developmental activities so that the changes in the environment can be monitored. By keeping in mind, the environmental costs, the objectives of environmental sustainability should be formulated so that the utilisation of resources is at an optimal level. To improve participation of people it is recommended that the government creates consistent incentives across policies. 
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