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The forces and concepts that shape our perception of landscape

In this assignment, I intend to look into what people’s perception is of the term landscape and the factors that can lead to different beliefs or understanding of the word. The word landscape derives from the 15th century Dutch word ‘Landschap’, which was the name given to paintings depicting natural scenery (Online Etymology Dictionary, 2020). The word landscape was then borrowed by geographers who described geography as ‘landscape science’ (National Geographic, 2011). The German geographer Otto Schluter created the concepts of cultural landscape and natural landscape in the late 19th century and early 20th century (Taylor, 2011). 
· [bookmark: _Hlk59188316]Cultural landscape – an area of land an individual can see that has been shaped by human influence (Roberts, Atkins and Simmons, 1998).
 .
· Natural landscape – an area of land untouched by human influence (Nature Scot, 2017).
A cultural landscape is still a very vast concept, it can range from a field sown with crops to the largest of cities. Any area that has been influenced or shaped by humans can be defined as a cultural landscape. There are many different human factors that can influence the change in the landscape of an area, these could include social, political, religious and historical influences. Over time, people’s needs have changed and how individuals view the same thing may be completely different depending on what they want. For example, a farmer might look at an area and realise its potential for farming and agricultural purposes whereas a property developer could see it for its potential as a housing estate. Therefore, cultural landscapes can teach us a lot about human history and how it has shaped the areas we have lived in and used (Roberts, Atkins and Simmons, 1998). 
A true natural landscape is one untouched by human influence, an area that looks the same now as it did thousands of years ago (Nature Scot, 2017). A natural landscape in terms of art usually involves a scene of a natural setting, one without human influence, for example, a painting of a beach, forest or mountains. Natural landscape paintings have existed for thousands of years but became very popular in the 16th century during the Renaissance period (Blumberg, 2016).
A huge influence on people’s views towards landscape came with the Industrial Revolution. In the mid to late 18th century, the British landscape changed drastically with the birth of the steam engine and machines which were able to mass produce goods that previously had to be hand-crafted. Britain became the largest exporter of goods in the world (History.com, 2020). Factories and industrial sites started to pop up all around the country. Rural areas such as the Welsh Valleys and Yorkshire Moors that had previously only consisted of scattered farms became industrial sites with mines and steelworks due to the relatively shallow depth coal seams in these areas. Coal was used to power the machines in the factories and fuel the furnaces at the steelworks. These once rural areas became in a very short space of time towns to house the workers in the pits and steelworks (Bermingham, 1986). 
It was not just the rural areas that boomed during the Industrial Revolution, towns and cities saw huge growth in factories and industrial sites as well. These areas became densely populated and also heavily polluted from the smoke created from the burning of coal. People became fed up with this and began to miss the more natural landscapes. Although credited as having begun in France as a result of the French Revolution, Romanticism and the Romantic period were heavily influenced by the Industrial Revolution in Britain and people’s disconnection with nature and natural landscapes (Artist.com, 2015). Artists such as William Turner and poets like William Wordsworth began to paint and write about the misery of living in industrial areas which were heavily polluted and populated and they began to romanticise about areas of natural beauty and the importance of connectedness with nature (Labbe, 1998).
Following the Romantic period, people’s concept of natural landscape began to develop further towards recognising the importance of natural beauty and connectedness with nature. In the United States, people such as geologist Ferdinand Vandeveer Hayden realised the importance of areas of natural beauty, those untouched or virtually untouched by mankind and campaigned to get them protected (Smithsonian Institution Archives, No Date). Hayden led a geological survey of the Yellowstone region, North Western Wyoming and published his findings which helped convince Congress to protect the area of Yellowstone creating the first National Park. Another influence into the creation of national parks was naturalist and activist John Muir (Clayton, 2018). Muir’s studies and activism led to Yosemite Valley and Sequoia become National Parks. Muir is also credited for founding the Sierra Club, an environmental organisation in the United States dedicated to the preservation of the environment (Sierra Club, 2020).
The United Kingdom was relatively late in the creation of National Parks, it was not until 1951 that the first four national parks were established. The first four to be established were the Peak District, Snowdonia, Lake District and Dartmoor. The problem in the United Kingdom with establishing National Parks was that much of the land is privately owned as opposed to owned by the government, and the landowners found it difficult to agree on how the land should be protected. The Government pushed for the establishment of national parks after the Second World War realising the importance of being outside and around nature after years of fighting (Peak District National Park, No Date). 
For the next part of this assignment, I will be using one specific place as a case study to talk about how people’s perception and the usage of an area or ‘landscape’ have changed in the past thousand years. The Milford Haven Waterway has seen many changes in the last thousand years, as technology, politics and culture developed over time so did the usage of this area. However, although the usage of the area has taken on different roles in that time, the main usage as shelter has remained the same.   
The Milford Haven Waterway located in Pembrokeshire is the largest estuary in Wales and one of the deepest natural harbours in the world (Port of Milford Haven, 2020). The Vikings used the Haven regularly as a shelter between 790 – 1066 and formed settlements in the area, such as Hubberston, named after Viking chief Hubba. The name Milford itself is an Anglicisation of the Norse word Melrfjordr, Melr meaning sandbank and Fjordr meaning inlet (Milford Waterfront, 2020). In the 12th century, Henry II used the Haven to muster an invasion fleet of 400 warships loaded with knights and soldiers before sailing on to invade Ireland in 1171 (Milford Waterfront, 2020). The Haven then became a site of invasion itself in 1405 when French King Charles VI ordered French troops to land to help support the Welsh Prince Owain Glyndwr during his uprising against King Henry IV in 1405 (Milford Waterfront, 2020). The Haven was then again a site of invasion in 1485 when Henry Tudor landed near the mouth of the estuary after his exile in France. From here he gathered an army, many in this area sympathetic to his cause due to the nearby town of Pembroke being his birthplace, which he marched to Bosworth where he defeated King Richard III, ending the war of the Roses (Wheeler, 2017). Realising the advantages of the Haven as a sheltering point for shipping and its vulnerability as a site of invasion, Henry Tudor’s son, Henry VIII ordered two fortifications be built one either side of the mouth of the Haven. These became the East and West blockhouses (Coflein, 2020).
In 1793, Sir William Hamilton established the town of Milford which was originally intended to be a whaling station. Quaker families from Nantucket, United States, settled in the new town which they would use as a dock for their whaling ships. Oil was intended to be harvested from the whales to be used to fuel streetlamps in London (McKay, 1989). However, due to the invention of gas-powered street lighting and the mass decline in the over-harvested whale population in the area, this industry did not last long. 
The admiralty where the next to take advantage of the shelter of the Haven and decided Milford was to be the site of a new large-scale Naval dockyard which would build Royal Navy ships. Few ships were built there however and eventually the also newly established town of Pembroke Dock, located further down the estuary, was favoured for the new Royal Naval Dockyard (Phillips, 2014). 
In the mid-19th century, owing to the threat of a French invasion, twelve fortifications and a number of coastal gun batteries were constructed to protect the new large Royal Naval Dockyard at Pembroke Dock (Phillips, 2013). As previously experienced by the area, the Milford Haven Waterway offered strategic advantages as a landing zone for invasion owing to its sandbanks and shallow beach, all protected from the open Atlantic. 
Work started on the construction of a Dockyard in Milford in 1876 and was completed in 1888. The dockyard had originally been intended as a major port for transporting people and goods to the United States but lost out to the already large and booming Liverpool (McKay, 1989). The dockyard then captured the interest of the fishing industry. By 1906, Milford Haven was the sixth largest fishing port in the United Kingdom and with the Great Western Railway extending the railway to Milford and the dockyard provided a large percentage of the UK’s fish. The town doubled in size in the early 20th century due to the growing fishing fleet and amount of trade created by fishing. This was to remain Milford Haven’s prime usage until over-fishing and EU legislation killed the industry in the late 1960s and 1970s. The oil industry was next to see the potential of the Haven in the 1960s (McKay, 1989).
Before talking about the oil industry, it is important to mention the Haven’s usage during the World Wars. During the height of Milford Haven’s booming fishing industry two World Wars broke out and some previous realisations came into play again. The Haven was a prime spot for an invasion, therefore, defence became important again. It became a mustering point for allied coveys transporting goods from America (Tipton, 1986). Particularly during the Second World War, Milford became one of the largest ports in the UK receiving goods from the US. Military airfields, including a flying boat base at Pembroke Dock, were constructed around Pembrokeshire and a large Naval presence was established in the Haven to protect the South Western approaches of the conveys from attacks from German U-boats (Tipton, 1986). The Haven also became one of several mustering points for ships gathering for D-day, the invasion of German-occupied France. Prior to D-day, temporary barracks for British and American troops were established in and around Milford Haven before embarking for the invasion (Scott, 1992).
After the Second World War and with the fishing industry still in its prime, the Milford Haven Waterway gained interest again for its natural beauty and rich wealth of nature and wildlife. In 1952, the Pembrokeshire Coast became a national park, this included the Milford Haven Waterway (Visit Wales, 2020). Controversially, shortly after this, the ESSO oil refinery and a further three oil refineries were established as well as an oil storage depot and a power station (McKay, 1989). Due to the natural depths offered by the Haven and the fact that it was protected from the Atlantic, it was a perfect location for having large oil tankers come in to transport unrefined crude oil, refine it and export it elsewhere. Four large jetties were built to birth these ships. These refineries were in their prime in the 1970s and early 80s (cite 19). Due to oil being cheaper and easier to refine in the Middle East, these refineries began to close in the 90s and 00s with only one still in existence. The Valero Pembroke Refinery on the south shore of the Haven is one of the largest in Europe (Valero, 2020). The three former oil refinery sites and their jetties are still in use however, two now being the home of two of the largest storage facilities of LNG (Liquified Natural Gas) in the UK (LNG World News, 2019) and the other being used as an oil storage facility (Puma Energy, 2018). 
In recent years, tourism and leisure have become Milford’s focus. What were the docks, once full of trawlers are now a marina for private boats, yachts and leisure crafts. Flats, restaurants and shops now stand where the fish factory and ice plants once stood (Milford Marina, 2020). Milford has also made steps in recent years towards more sustainable energy. The sites of the LNG and oil storage facilities now have wind turbines. Plans are also being made to build offshore wind farms and there is also focus on harnessing tidal energy in the area (Marine Energy Wales, 2020).  
As can be seen in the outline above, people’s perception of the Milford Haven Waterway and the surrounding landscape has changed several times over the past thousand years. The area was used for military, economic and leisure purposes, however, the fundamental reasons for people’s attraction to it remains the same now as it did a thousand year ago. It is an area of shelter and protection from the open Atlantic Ocean. 
People’s own perception of a landscape can change and it is not specific to a cultural landscape but also a natural landscape. My own personal perception of certain areas has changed during the last couple of years. One of my favourite areas or type of landscape is the beach. The beach can fall under both natural landscape and cultural landscape, most beaches are a natural setting with cultural influences. A few years ago, I would have gone to the beach to relax, lose myself in the scenery and take photos of natural scenes. Over the last couple of years though, I have really got into surfing. I will go to the same beaches I have been before, still enjoy the scenery and still look at it from an artistic point of view and want to take pictures. But now, my first reaction is to see what the surf is doing and whether it is worth going surfing. I would argue that this makes the beach both a natural and a cultural landscape. I still look at it and get engrossed for all the reasons that make it a natural landscape but the fact I am going into the landscape with my surfboard, also makes it cultural. 
To conclude, in this assignment I have discussed how people’s perceptions, concepts and uses of landscapes have changed over the years. I have spoken about cultural and natural landscapes and how people’s attitudes are influenced by politics, history, religion and interests. I have highlighted that after Industrialisation people became disconnected from nature and began to miss it. A large part of this assignment has been about people’s perception of one place, the Milford Haven Waterway, and how it has changed in a relatively short space of time owing to changes in culture. The final point highlighted is that one person’s perception of a specific landscape can change and that it can involve both natural and cultural concepts. 
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