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I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. 
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. 
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Targets: 
Revisit referencing conventions – To meet this target, I used the referencing handbook and tips provided by the university.
[bookmark: _Int_3oYlo3Xg]Aim to demonstrate your full understanding of theories – I tried to meet this target by going into more depth with my descriptions; however, it was difficult due to the assignment brief. This is because it is not based on theories.
Continue to develop a critical approach throughout – I met this target by doing more research before writing the assignment so that I could fully understand and be more critical.














Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.

In this assignment, I will explore the community local to the school where I will be undertaking my professional teaching experience. I will then focus on how to effectively engage both the local community and parents. Throughout this discussion, I will present a range of ideas designed to foster a strong connection between the school and its wider environment. As per the BERA guidelines (BERA, 2024), I will be referring to my school as school x to keep its anonymity and remain ethical. The environment plays a vital role in a child’s day to day life and development. It is important that the environment a child is living in - whether at home, school, or within their community – is beneficial and provides opportunities for play, socialising, and living. 
[bookmark: _Int_JedpHfLv][bookmark: _Int_s4FLGHaZ][bookmark: _Int_9CUyGL8t][bookmark: _Int_3huszKQ8][bookmark: _Int_bHIOIFrE][bookmark: _Int_HbD3l8Ik][bookmark: _Int_QEDgCQhH][bookmark: _Int_9OoFIWwb]School x is based within the county of Carmarthenshire. While the school itself is in an urban area; there is an abundance of fields and forests surrounding the town which provides opportunity for exploration and unstructured play. Unstructured play provides children with the freedom to be imaginative and spontaneous (Playground Centre, 2016). School x has a playground where the children are allowed to play freely. In addition to this, there is a park within walking distance of the school which has facilities such as a play area, tennis courts, netball, and football pitches. This can promote physical activity and allows for socialising through play. As a result of this, children will be encouraged to foster beneficial habits which should follow them through life. From exploring the local area, I came across a rugby club which will help provide children with a sense of belonging and boost their confidence and self esteem if they join. Clubs such as these can also engage parents within the community and encourage bonding with their children (Tomiyama, 2016). There is a church fairly close to school x, this will enable children to be immersed into diverse cultures and meet people of all backgrounds. There are many community activities at school x to support parents, children, and the school itself. One that I came across was a prize draw by the PTA. They offered many raffle prizes which supported local businesses and gave the parents a helping hand such as money off their food shop or a voucher to a nail or hair salon (School x, 2020). School x also holds concerts based on the time of year whether this is Christmas, Easter or a talent show to showcase the abilities of the pupils and boost morale. School x also supports the community by having services such as a remembrance service where they lay out poppies in the local area and they occasionally go to pantomimes. To raise money for either charity or the school, they hold fayres at certain times of the year. This is usually run by the PTA and parents will come to buy products that their children have made. This helps to engage parents and boost their children’s self esteem (School x, 2024). As of 2024, there are 193 pupils in school x (Welsh Government, 2024) which run across seven classes from nursery to year six. There is a pupil teacher ratio of 21:4 which allows the teacher to give individualised attention to the children and provide them with a more effective learning experience (Knauder and Koschmieder, 2019). They also have a few teaching assistants and an ELSA programme to help children and families to develop coping strategies for trauma or behaviours (Elsa Network, 2017). School x has a development plan to promote progress and remove barriers to learning. They also follow the motto of ‘Everyone different, belonging together’ (School x, 2024) which helps teach children about diversity and equity while fostering a sense of belonging. The ESTYN report states that the children make the necessary progress by the time they leave and that they are attentive and aware of their rights. It comments that teachers make the classrooms inviting and the outdoor activities are relevant and beneficial (Estyn, 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_Ntynj5bI][bookmark: _Int_YA9ic1XB][bookmark: _Int_P6KRnLMd]To engage the community and incorporate parents and carers into their child’s education, school x could ask for volunteers to help in the classroom and out of the classroom for extracurricular activities. It will be helpful to have volunteers for things like the bike to school scheme, which is a scheme funded by the local authority to help children learn how to ride a bike to school from home (Edenred, 2024). This will help to overcome barriers to attendance for those that are sometimes unable to get to school due to transport. Bringing in volunteers can also help to provide more individualised attention to the students to provide them with a more efficient route to learning. This could be tasks such as a reading group where the volunteer listens and aids the children with reading. This will help both the teacher and the student to remain focussed and complete the tasks assigned. As well as this, volunteers may come in to raise awareness. This may be things like road safety, knife safety and cyber safety. By talking about this at an early age, children can contextualise and adjust behaviours accordingly. By bringing in volunteers, it could help provide school x with a fresh perspective of certain cultures or experiences. For example, an individual from the community may come in speak to the children about diversity, culture, and experiences they have had. This will help make the children aware that people are unique and can teach them about equality and equity. Volunteers can also accompany students on school trips, strengthening the connection between the school and the local community, especially when local sites are visited. This will also reduce the need for substitute teachers back at the school. Having volunteers come into school to help with concerts and fundraisers will benefit the school, the community, and the students as they can help set it up and make it possible. However, it may bring about some conflict if certain parents repeatedly volunteer, and other parents feel as if bias is being shown. This may bring about personality clashes which may affect the children and the parent relationships.

[bookmark: _Int_1OESGtWd][bookmark: _Int_PJ5QkyMJ][bookmark: _Int_ToEbLayy]To engage the local community, school x could hold an event where parents can come in as part of a Heritage Day. Heritage Day is a day dedicated to the children in school showing off their culture and background. Many schools will make the children the teachers for the day to help their peers learn new concepts (Krilic, 2024). The children could come into school in clothing based on their traditions or culture. The day may consist of guest speakers or families talking about their culture and heritage. This will allow the children to learn new concepts and understand that its okay to be different. To aid in this event, the school may provide balanced learning resources that correlate with the country or the religion. This will help the children to foster pride in their country and themselves. To support parents/carers and the community, School x may offer parents the opportunity to show other parents and children how to cook their native dishes. This will help to form bonds and may allow them to try something they might not have tried before or ever thought about trying. To incorporate learning, the children may be taught some phrases or greetings in different languages. Different games may be played throughout the day where certain individuals can take charge and become the more knowledgeable other (Mcleod, 2024) to show the other children how to take part. To learn more outside of the classroom, stalls may be set up in the hall to expose the children to more cultures. These stalls could have some facts, food or even some entertainment based on the individual's heritage. As a result of this day, teachers will also be educated and provided with an experience they previously would not have had. This means they will be able to teach it in future providing a more sustainable experience. A Heritage Day will help to bring in potentially bilingual and diverse communities and break down stereotypes.
[bookmark: _Int_oA5GvdQp][bookmark: _Int_rVd9aFm5][bookmark: _Int_adSSRU5V][bookmark: _Int_5CFTYwGM][bookmark: _Int_jcQ8NPT4][bookmark: _Int_yYuXFb7i][bookmark: _Int_zOmIW8iM][bookmark: _Int_jne0cI6H]Another way of engaging the community in school could be the use of guest speakers such as practitioners from the local gp, the RNLI, firefighters, and police officers. They could come in and speak about their job and how they help others in the community. This will provide the students with insight on where they can turn to for help or how to receive help. This may also inspire some students to aspire to that job in the future. Providing children with positive aspirations can be the start to their life and push them to achieving their goals. By working in partnership with these authorities, the children can be educated, and the school can have good connections should a parent, carer or child need them. Having individuals such as this can provide children with a role model. It is good for a child to have a positive role model as they can observe and learn certain behaviours from them. This is shown in the work of Bandura who stated that role models influence children’s behaviour (McLeod, 2024). By strengthening the bond with the community, the children can feel a sense of belonging. Interactions such as those that come from guest speakers, can provide children with a memorable learning experience. This is especially seen when practical work such as demonstrations and activities are carried out. School x may take the children to fire stations where they can use the resources firefighters might use or to a local gp where they can have a look around and be shown the tools a doctor may use. This can be beneficial for children who might fear the doctors as they can see that its not as scary as it seems. By having people in from the community to speak about their jobs, it can teach the children about initiative especially if they ask questions and discuss the topic in depth.
[bookmark: _Int_LSlSRBqz]In conclusion, building a strong connection between School X and its local community is important for the growth and well-being of its students. The school is surrounded by outdoor spaces and local clubs that offer opportunities for play, physical activity, and socialising. By involving the community, School X can create a supportive environment where students feel like they belong. Activities like inviting volunteers to help in classrooms, organising events like Heritage Day, and bringing in local professionals as guest speakers provide students with diverse experiences that build their confidence and sense of belonging. This can also encourage parents to get more involved in their children's education, which strengthens the link between the school and families. By using local resources, the school can overcome challenges, such as helping children who struggle with attendance or providing extra learning support. Through working closely with the community, School x can give students positive role models, new skills, and a broader understanding of diverse cultures.
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