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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.
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Huw Lewis wrote the article, Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum, to inform about how Welsh should be focused on. Lewis talks about the initiative that is put in to try and help grow Welsh across schools and the work place in general. The Successful futures article is talked about; introducing how it will be using to implement the welsh language, it works on the teaching of Welsh language and how to do it effectively. It is also an overview of the new curriculum that they are bringing in due to changing to areas of learning instead of subjects. I think that the article relates to a variety of things because teachers will need to learn the language to help the children develop, other professions will need to heighten their level of welsh too if the country is going to become a highly recognized Welsh speaking country.  

The main parts of the article are; Donaldson in ‘successful futures’, touching upon the six areas of learning and how welsh should be correctly implemented and using short term ideas to slowly increase the use of Welsh in schools. When talking about the ten recommendations, Lewis says he accepts them all and believes that Welsh should be compulsory right through until pupils are 16. With regards to touching on the six areas of learning, he talks about the appropriate use of Welsh which is the same as the recommendation by Professor Davies. The short term idea Lewis talks about cover a wide range of activities, he talks about; working with Estyn and the education workforce to help improve the teaching of welsh and using it in a workplace, these points are increasingly important as Welsh develops so should everyone else alongside it just so they can help work with the language and make sure it is where it should be. 

Donaldson talked about the six areas of learning. He wanted; ‘Expressive arts, health and well-being, Humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy, and science and technology’ When Donaldson talks about languages it is taken that he refers to the learning and teaching of the Welsh language throughout schools at the same level they would teach any of the other areas of learning. This highlights the importance of the Welsh language because he feels It needs to be taught at the same importance as any other subject that would have been deemed to be more important a few years ago, as the development and understanding that Welsh is dying out, we are trying to increase where it used and this is the first step as people need to be taught about the language. It is said this will promote and underpin ‘continuity and progress.’ It supports the idea that I agree with Donaldson about increasing the amount of time had learning welsh was given in schools, instead of it being one hour a week, or maybe a fortnight it could be increased to three or four. This would increase the development of Welsh language throughout the years and hopefully increase the number of Welsh speakers living in Wales.  

Some of the short-term ideas that Lewis mentions refer to working alongside Estyn and the Education Workforce council. Working with Estyn to try and create the most effective way of teaching, and learning Welsh as a second language in schools could potentially the best way for them to solve the problem. Due to this they have released a report that talks about one of the best ways to help have the biggest effect on a pupil; using reciprocation, giving constant feedback, using self-questioning, using your knowledge of your own thinking, and problem-solving techniques. This adds a lot for teachers to think about, when teaching the Welsh language, it is important for them to give these opportunities to the children as they will need all the help they can get on new subjects. Estyn bringing this in really shows the importance of developing children and young minds into a Welsh speaking nation as they are trying to push towards the levels, they will achieve alongside literacy and numeracy in the class room. It was also said ‘These top methods rely on the influence of peers, transparent learning, intentions and success criteria.’ 
Another point Lewis made during the article was to ‘promote Welsh as a subject and as a skill for the workplace.’ When bringing in Welsh to this extent and making it so that not only pupils are using the language every day, so will teachers and other professions. Estyn said ‘parents are encouraged to practice the words at home with their children.’ This shows development for children and parents, it will also create an understanding to parents that Welsh will be seen a skill, just as Lewis said, and will increase their skills throughout their workplace. Promoting the language as a subject makes the focus increased as people will slowly realise that if they can use Welsh effectively in schools, or other places then it will increase how they are observed by an employer. I believe that including this from Estyn and the whole point of trying to promote Welsh will be increased when parents get involved. It increases the development of learning, and if children start to speak welsh the parents will feel left out and will want to try and develop their understanding of the language, so they can engage fully with their children.  

Overall the Huw Lewis article tells me that Welsh is very important, and I completely agree that it needs to be developed and developed correctly. Using ideas that Donaldson and Estyn have provided I believe that it can be done, and it will be done with great effect over the next decade. This will allow children and parents to develop the correct skills, and make sure they are prepared for the future and any work place that takes on a Welsh initiative. My opinion as a whole of the text was good, and I believe that Lewis makes very good points including the fact they need to help develop by using a variety of actions, including taking into consideration Donaldson and the six areas of learning. A few recommendations that I would make in my opinion are; using the home as a place for children to develop their language alongside parents or guardians, increasing the amount of hours a week a child gets to learn Welsh as it could increase either interest or just the overall knowledge and finally making sure the teaching standard of welsh is high so the children get an effective level of teaching throughout school and their life if they wish to further peruse welsh. 
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