How ‘Celtic’ are the Celtic nations?
The Celts were an Indo-European people who inhabited Europe during the Iron Age and whose population spanned most of the European continent, from the Iberian Peninsula (Spain and Portugal) and the British Isles in the west, to the Balkan region in the East[footnoteRef:16485]. In the Modern day, the term ‘Celtic’ is used to refer to the six Celtic nations of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, Brittany and the Isle of Man, albeit the term ’nation’ in this context is used rather loosely as of the six, only the Republic of Ireland is a fully independent and sovereign nation, whilst Northern Ireland, along with Wales, Scotland, Cornwall and the Isle of Man are all constituents of the United Kingdom and Brittany is a constituent of France. [16485:  Encyclopaedia Britannica, Celt, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Celt-people] 

[bookmark: _Int_Z10K8Tdy][bookmark: _Int_gz3t111p]However, there are present debates amongst historians regarding who exactly the Celts were and whether or not ‘Celt’ is even the right term to be using to refer to these people, such as in the case of the Celtoskeptic debate which questions the validity of considering the ancient Celts as one uniform cultural group. Given the level of uncertainty regarding this people, how ‘Celtic’ can it be said that the current ‘Celtic’ nations are?
[bookmark: _Int_3N7RUgVr][bookmark: _Int_x84Hujno][bookmark: _Int_lN48iYC1]The term ‘Celtic’ in regard to a Celtic people is mostly one of modern invention, with modern historians attempting to apply the term to a people who never actually claimed such. The word ‘Celtic’ itself comes from the Greek word Keltoi, which was used to describe the inhabitants of Western Europe. However, this term wasn’t one with any defined parameters and more so simply referred to an ‘alien’ or ‘barbarian’ people (In Latin, these people were instead referred to as Gauls, coming from the name given to what is now modern day France and parts of the Benelux by the Romans). To go alongside this, no such terminology was ever applied to the inhabitants of the British Isles.[footnoteRef:292] So, since the term ‘Celtic’ originally had no definition and simply used to describe a group of people that were considered just ‘aliens’, then it is also plausible to believe that the ‘Celts’ actually consisted of a number of groups that consider one by others. After all, the ‘Celts’ showed no sign of any cultural or ethnic unity.[footnoteRef:26918] A view point that can be considered is put perfectly by Historian Roland Steinacher, who specialises on ethnic history in Europe, and who referred to the term ‘Germanic’ as “a way for the Romans to impose order over the barbarian world and not a meaningful name for a coherent cultural group”.[footnoteRef:28786] Since the term ‘Germanic’ shares a similar origin to the term ‘Celtic’, it could be possible that the term ‘Celtic’ had a similar purpose of attempting to declare an authority over a group considered to be lesser. [292:  Simon Jenkins, “The Celts: A Sceptical History”, (London: Profile Books, 2022), p. 2]  [26918:  Bernhard Maier, “The Celts: A History from earliest times to the present”, (Edinburgh University Press, 2017), p. 8]  [28786:  Erica Buchberger, Interrogating the ‘Germanic’: A Category and its Use in Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages, ed. Matthias Friedrich and James M. Harland, The English Historical Review, Volume 137, Issue 589, December 2022, Pages 1793–1795, https://doi.org/10.1093/ehr/ceac220] 

[bookmark: _Int_uOSSbzhT]When it comes to Britain specifically, there is very little direct historical reference to the inhabitants of the Isles to be related to the Celts, with the Celts presence on these islands being deduced from other considerations. The only direct source of a Celtic people residing on the British Isles coming from Julius Caesar, who wrote of the Belgic tribes (inhabitants of northern Gaul) migrating across to Britain. In addition to this, it was generally considered amongst the Romans that the inhabitants of the British Isles were related to the Gauls. [footnoteRef:13464] Another important fact to consider is that the idea of the British inhabitants being ‘Celtic’ was only brought up in the seventeenth century based off of scholars looking into the Breton language and recognising that it bore similarities when compared to the languages amongst the residents of the western British Isles.[footnoteRef:14159] [13464:  Encyclopaedia Britannica, Celt, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Celt-people]  [14159:  Jenkins, pp. 12-13] 

[bookmark: _Int_m67yCzBl]On the topic of language, linguistically, the modern Celtic languages are descendants of the ancient ones, and so they clearly share a common origin, which clearly demonstrates a cultural/ethnic continuity from ancient times to the modern day. It cannot be said, however, that the aspects of the traditional ‘Celtic’ music of the modern nations share this continuity. The traditional songs of countries like Ireland, which are generally considered to be Celtic music, cannot actually be traced back beyond the Middle Ages, let alone back to a common origin.[footnoteRef:3371] In a similar sense, the modern instances of traditional ‘Celtic’ crafts are typically instead a modernised recreation of the La Téne style rather than an example of a continued cultural tradition.[footnoteRef:19197]  When considered together, this disconnect means there is practically no direct cultural link that could bring the people of the ancient ‘Celts’ to the modern ones. [3371:  Maier, p. 288]  [19197:  Maier, pp. 281-282] 

[bookmark: _Int_n4FZUlYL]Overall, the modern Celtic nations do share certain aspects of their ancient predecessors, notably found within their languages, and it can be said that the Celtic nations are descended from ancient Celtic peoples. However, when it comes to cultural and traditional practice, there is break in the link between the modern day and ancient times. Part of this issue may arise from the lack of clarity surrounding who exactly the ancient celts were, which originates from attempting to apply a modern terminology to an ancient ethnic group, and the application of which being based off of a term used by the Romans and Greeks to refer to a general group with no defined borders, alongside the fact that there was no single ‘Celtic’ group.[footnoteRef:13421] In another sense, there is a theoretical possibility that the lack of cultural unity amongst ancient Celts can provide an explanation for the lack of cultural link between ancient celts and the modern Celtic nations. With there being no single Celtic culture, it is possible that the modern Celtic nations are descended from groups that are were either assimilated into another group or are a mixture of Celtic cultures. However, it’s more plausible that the Celtic languages survived and were passed on until the modern day whereas the culture and traditions were slowly lost until modern movements such as the Romantic movement in eighteenth century stimulated interest in Celts and led to more efforts in preserving Celtic culture. [footnoteRef:17432] [13421:  Jenkins, p. 2]  [17432:  Romanticism and Celtomania » World history] 
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