	
	
	



This essay is going to be looking at how key social elements impact a learner's ability to access education, all of the elements will be linked in with poverty. These elements all hugely impact a learner and their ability to access education, and their ability to break the cycle of deprivation. The following essay is going to be looking at how poverty causes the cycle of deprivation, and how the lack of education can eventually cause the cycle to keep going. Furthermore, this essay is going to be looking at how the UNCRC and the Equality Act 2010 work together to ensure that children can get the good quality education that they are entitled to no matter what their family or personal situation may be. Furthermore, this essay is going to be looking into Gender inequality alongside racial inequality and discrimination and how they all link in with poverty and the cycle of deprivation.
It goes without saying that poverty is one of the most important issues facing the world today, it has many consequences such as low education achievement, health issues, homelessness, and many more consequences that come with poverty. It influences the life chances of millions of people in the UK. Poverty is often determined by income, it has however been accepted that poverty is not just about money, it’s about facing impossible decisions about finances. Poverty is caused by a range of factors, unemployment and lack of education are just two of the factors that cause poverty. They all link together; a lack of education will eventually mean a lack of employment and will eventually cause people to discriminate against those in poverty. It is firmly believed that when a person grows up in a poor household or in poverty, there is a higher possibility of social exclusion which will eventually lead to disturbances in their adulthood education level.
As said above, their lack of education will influence their ability to get a job, it will influence their overall health and the quality of their life, there is also the threat of the cycle of deprivation. The cycle of deprivation is a cycle of linked issues related to poverty, they all combine and make a continuous cycle. An example of the cycle of deprivation is poverty, will mean a lack of education, which in turn means a lack of job, which will mean lack of money, no money means no food, and finally back to poverty. The cycle continues and is often passed on to children, it takes good education to get out of the cycle of deprivation, however with the inequality and discrimination facing children and young people who live in poverty, it is hard to break the cycle.
“60% children in the lowest reading attainment group at age ten had parents with low literacy scores” (Smith, H, A. 2007) 
This highlights that children growing up in poverty have a higher disadvantage in education which means that they are less likely to do well at school and they are less likely to achieve more than five good GCSEs, this is because parents without basic education are not able to help their children with homework and therefore children are achieving less that their potential. Poverty affects children in many ways, if parents have to choose between long hours and their children; it is not easy to give children good life chances. 
The UNCRC is a list of basic human rights that all children deserve, there are four articles that are the most important as children deserve to be able to go through education without discrimination, they need to be able to be an individual and not seen as someone who comes from a poor family or a different background.  This declares the rights of the child through articles. One article says that they should be free from discrimination. Education ability is often determined by the area that the child is from. If a child is poor, then their chances at education are slim. This highlights the discrimination and inequality that children from a poor background face on a daily basis in schools. 
It is common knowledge that wealthier families can afford more for their children, this gives them an advantage as they are able to go on day trips and experience more than children from poor families, who are unable to afford day trips to farms and other educational settings. This results in children having higher marks in tests if they are from a wealthier family, and lower marks if they are from poorer family. Wealthier families can provide new, clean uniform for their children whereas poorer families may not be able to do so.
“Headteachers from schools in deprived areas of England, Wales and Northern Ireland say they are having to provide basic services such as washing school uniforms for pupils from poor households” (Adams, R. 2018)
This has become more common in the poorer areas, children are missing school because their parent simply cannot afford to wash their uniform. They are unable to afford new clothes for their child, so children are often in to small clothes or ripped clothing. It is seen in most schools, where children who have access to free school meals, also need extra support in the basic areas of school uniform. This is affecting children’s ability to attend education as they are ashamed that they have no clean clothes or that they have the same clothes as the year before, as a result of this teachers are trying to help children in any way that they can, even if it means washing their clothes for them. 
While poverty is an issue for children, it has become more common for young people aged 14-24 to be in severe poverty. This affects young people going to university as they are unable to afford their basic living fees. Wales has over 30% of young people living in poverty (New policy institute, 2015) 
Furthermore, the Welsh Government has developed a strategy to eradicate poverty by 2020, this was set out in their 2015 document, the strategy involves policies being put into place. In order to eradicate poverty, people need to understand what it is, there needs to be more awareness about poverty and the living situations of some children. The welsh government believe that partnership and collaboration is a way to eradicate child poverty. Supporting families who live in poverty, giving them advice and supporting them in increasing their household income.
Furthermore, alongside poverty affecting a child’s ability to access education, schools have a continuous inequality to their system. Teachers use ability methods to group children in order to manage their ability to do the work assigned. Children from “Working-class” families are most likely to be in the low ability groups due to the discrimination that comes alongside “working-class” families. Teachers assume they that because the family are poor, they will have low ability in education. As a result of this curtain children will have to work harder to get places such as University as they are constantly being told they are not able to do something, this may not be said verbally, however, children who are always at the bottom of the ability group see the difference in treatment towards higher ability children and themselves. There are many ways to change this inequality within schools, by placing children in mixed ability groups rather than in single ability, children will learn faster and will be more confident in asking for some help. 
This inequality in schools is affecting a child’s ability to access education as they are less likely to pursue education if they are constantly looked down on and told they are not good enough. The children in lower ability groups have less chance of applying for higher education as they feel they are not smart enough.
The topic of inequality in schools brings in culture inequality, racism is for the most part gone from our society, it is however still seen in schools when it comes to children from different cultures. Children from different races and cultures must work harder than most children to gain acceptance from peers and teachers. 
A child’s ability to access education with all these factors in place is extremely affected, putting poverty, inequality and a child’s race and culture together then the chances of them getting a fair education is slim, the discrimination that they face is everywhere, from their peers, to their teachers. There is a misconception that a child from a cultural background don’t do as well as others in school because of the discrimination they often face in the school setting, however some cultures have a different home environment that does not get them ready for the school environment, this does however cause teachers to expect less of the children due to their lack of knowledge of what they are doing, which again leads into discrimination and inequality. 
Education is different for each person, people from different cultures have different views on education and teachers are not always considerate of the way different children learn best. This can be overcome by simply looking into the child’s culture and organising an environment where the child will learn best.  
To highlight inequality within society, Gender is one area that that there is severe inequality, gender inequality also links with poverty as women are payed 20% less than men. (The guardian, 2017) 
There are specific subjects that people consider male dominated subjects such as science. The misconception means that women stay away from those areas of teaching. 
The Equality Act 2010 is an Act that protects individuals of all backgrounds. The Act prevents workplaces and education establishments from discriminating against the nine protected characteristics, but it also means that discrimination is illegal. A child’s race is one of the protected characteristics, this means that if a child or family member feel that they are being discriminated against, they have the right to take legal action and be protected. Educational settings are no longer able to discriminate against someone's gender.
Within the next couple of year Poverty, discrimination and inequality will hopefully have disappeared. To eradicate poverty will take good education, provide homeless people houses long-term, provide more jobs, improve educational attainment for children in school. These are just a few of the ways that Poverty can be prevented within the next few years. The Equality Act 2010 has worked for most of the discrimination and inequality and it is continuing to make a difference in educational settings. Teachers could make groups mixed ability rather than single ability in order to help children succeed.
To conclude this essay, it is obvious that poverty is one of the biggest issues today, with the ability to create the cycle of deprivation, Poverty affects a child’s ability to access education because children in poverty have a higher disadvantage that children from wealthier families, poverty prevents children and young people from accessing education as they have less chance of succeeding according to schools. Overall the Education system needs to do more in order to allow children to access education without discrimination and inequality. The UNCRC is important for children to be able to access education and be treated as individuals with basic human rights. As an act the Equality Act 2010 is the single most important piece of legislation that was released, giving a voice to people under the nine protected characteristics. All key elements that have been discussed all link in with the cycle of deprivation as it is not only caused by poverty, if a person is discriminated against, then they will not do as well at school, giving them less qualifications, which in turn prevents them from getting a job, no job no food, the cycle will continue the same for someone who has faced inequality within the school setting. Overall, schools need to be able to help children succeed more, rather than focusing on the higher ability children. By giving children the proper education that they deserve, schools are slowly helping to prevent childhood poverty.
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