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	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	Use the Referencing Guidance Handbook available from the library website and follow the Harvard conventions for referencing your work.

	Targed/Target 2
	Make it explicit that you are not using pupils’ real names in your work – use pseudonyms.

	Targed/Target 3
	Continue to proof-read your work thoroughly before submitting to improve punctuation.



The school which the student-teacher carried out her practical teaching experience (PTE) was located to the north of Swansea in the large village. The village has a lower level of residents born in the UK than the national average, causing it to have a significant immigrant population and a variety of nationalities within. (Socio-economic statistics for Birchgrove, Swansea, 2020). However, within the school, around 90% of pupils are of White British ethnic origin, with a very low number of pupils that come from other ethnic backgrounds who have English as an additional language. (Estyn, 2014). Estyn (2020) revealed that 'very few' pupils speak Welsh at home. The school's catchment area is financially diverse as it consists of a social housing estate and an area of privately-owned houses. Swansea's employment statistics are below the national average (Swansea Council, 2020) and as a result financial support is given and 21% of pupils are eligible for free school meals with the school, which is 3% above the Welsh average. (Estyn, 2020). 
In school A's recent inspection, the school's relationship with parents was recognised as excellent. Estyn (2020) commented on the communication between the school and parents regarding the 'open-door policy' and agrees that it enables close links, creating a community within the school. This provides opportunities to arrange productive annual events such as tea dances and Christmas fairs where the school invites parents into the school to buy products that the pupils have made, and also pupils have the opportunity to perform songs, recite poems or even put on short productions for the visitors. (Estyn 2020). During the student-teachers time at school, A she was encouraged to organise and invite the community into the school. She put on a World War Two themed tea dance where she invited the local residential homes to the school and put on an afternoon tea for them. Estyn had also recognised that school A provides parents with opportunities to develop their numeracy and literacy skills by putting on training days throughout the year in which parents are made aware (Estyn, 2020). 
According to the document entitled Ethnic background of pupils aged 5 or over by local authority (2020), it is important to educate, raise awareness and celebrate diversity within the local community. Welsh Government statistics have proven that there is a variety of nationalities within Swansea schools (see appendix A). The school celebrates events such as Chinese New Year in each year group. Estyn (2020) documented that the foundation phase pupils were taught a Chinese Dragon Dance provided them with opportunities to understand other cultures. School A also celebrates events such as the Eisteddfod (Estyn,2020) where the pupils celebrate the language and culture of Wales. 
Currently, in Wales, teachers are required to plan engaging lessons while following a curriculum framework, within the frameworks, there are strands and elements. The learners must meet a set of skills that are listed within the curriculum frameworks throughout the school year. (Current school curriculum, GOV.WALES, 2020). However, there are currently significant changes taking place within the education system in Wales as it has been recognised that the current curriculum is outdated as it was first introduced as part of the Education Reform Act 1988. (National Curriculum for Wales, 2015). As the world around us has developed and become more advanced, the aim is that the new curriculum, known as the Curriculum for Wales, that people in Wales have contributed to will improve education. (Introduction to Curriculum for Wales guidance, 2020). Curriculum for Wales is currently under development and it will be introduced in school classrooms in 2022 and will be fully rolled out by 2026. (An overview of the Welsh education system, 2020). Education Wales (2017) claim that their mission of education reform is to raise standards, reduce the attainment gap and deliver an education system that enjoys public confidence and is a source of national pride. 
Swansea Council (2019) state that many people who are living in Wales are becoming more interested in the Welsh language. They claim that one in six residents speak Welsh, mostly as their first language. It is the Welsh Government's policy that everyone must study Welsh in schools up to the age of 16, either first or second language. (Jones, 2016). However, past statutory education students rarely continue to speak Welsh one of the contributors to this could be self-confidence. This is something that makes people feel embarrassed. Bourne (2019) recommends that teachers make the classroom a non-judgemental place. By informing students that everyone makes mistakes when learning a language and by being patient when waiting for a response it will make learners feel more comfortable and not embarrassed when trying to speak Welsh. This will raise student’s self-confidence, and this is key when learning a language. (Bourne, 2019). 
In 2017, the Welsh Government proposed a national goal that by 2050 there will be a million Welsh speakers. (Welsh Language Division, 2020). Edwards (2017) recaps the three main methods of language acquisition, as previously stated by the Welsh Government. He believes that it is undoubtedly statutory educations vital role; subsequently, that is why it has been emphasised as the main driver for the Welsh Language Policy. The Welsh language is integral within the reform, as it supports the Government-wide objectives of building resilient communities, culture and language, and promoting and protecting Wales' place in the world. (Education Wales, 2017). 
The Future Generations Act wants public bodies in Wales to contemplate the long-term impact of their decisions, to improve working with people, communities and each other, and to prevent persistent problems such as poverty, health inequalities and climate change. (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2020). It encourages community events, the celebration of diversity and improving the people of Wales and the well-being of future generations. (legislation.gov.uk, 2015). There are seven well-being goals within the Future Generations Act, and two of these emphasise the need for Wales to be of vibrant culture and a thriving Welsh language and encourages citizens to participate in the Welsh culture. (The Future Generations Act (Wales), 2015). 
School A's whole school motto is 'always be the best you can be' this suggests that school A has high expectations of their pupils. (School A, 2020). School A recognises itself as a 'community', within the school prospectus announces that their mission is for it to be a community of excellence. Furthermore, they outline that within everyone is entitled and encouraged to become ambitious capable learners, ready to play a role in life and the world of work. To ensure that all learners reach their full potential in a safe and happy learning environment. Realise that people are unique individuals, and everyone is valued within their community and be respectful and accepting of others. Create a positive mindset to contribute to be a resilient lifelong learner. Provide opportunities to participate in both independent and team learning experiences and engage with tasks which will prepare learners for an ever-evolving world by making them digitally competent. Finally, continue to take the opportunities to reflect and evaluate progress in an honest, open and trustworthy environment so that the quality of teaching and learning continues to improve. 
One of the priorities on the SDP is to develop pupils' use of spoken Welsh across the school. (School Development Plan 2018-2019, 2018). The school has recognised that by continuing to use Siarter Iaith within the school to raise the number of children speaking Welsh. Siarter Iaith is a reward system, and pupils are awarded a gold coin if they speak Welsh in school. They place the coin in a pot in their classroom, at the end of the week a member of the crew Cymraeg will go around the classes and record how many Siarter Iaiths were awarded, the winning class then gets announced in the whole school assembly on a Friday. They then get the trophy to display in their classroom for the week. 
After reviewing the school's development plan, previous Estyn reports, speaking to the school challenge advisor and spending time within the school during PTE, the student-teacher concluded that the school has very good connections with parents. However, they could use local charities and organisations within the community to create further connections and build stronger working relationships between the school and the local community. It is also evident that the use of spoken Welsh is something that the school is continuing to try and improve. In preparation for the new curriculum, the school could enhance its focus on the Welsh language by organising annual events that can be carried out in school, involving the community and then taken out into the community. 
The community project the student has decided to propose is a celebration of Welsh culture, language and diverse community within it. The student-teacher has decided to call this event 'Dathlu Cymuned Cymru' this is meaning a celebration of the Welsh community. The event will consist of a variety of different activities that will be carried out prior and after the main event has taken place. Some pupils will recite poems in both Welsh and English, some of the poems that will be recited the pupils themselves might have written. This will allow them to engage with poetry, explore different styles of writing and poetry, recognise that poetry is famous in Welsh history and have the chance to discover famous Welsh poets such as Dylan Thomas. Members of the local sheltered accommodation will be invited into the school. They will participate in activities with the children to develop their everyday skills such as following instructions, listening, cooking, mathematical, social and communication skills. Some of the activities consist of baking famous traditional Welsh foods such as Welsh cakes and Bara brith to sell at the event. According to Lennig (2017), there are numerous benefits of cooking with children, such as improving children's mindfulness through paying attention, improving brain and language development and provides children with a better understanding of nutrition and how to take care of themselves. All these factors contribute to a child's development alongside learning everyday skills in a fun and creative environment. However, as stated by Sayers (2019), the children need constant supervision while helping in the kitchen to avoid dangerous situations which are likely to occur when children do not pay attention to. Before the event, the pupils will learn famous Welsh songs such as the national anthem to sing at the event so that the visitors can join in and sing with the children. Local choirs will come to teach the pupils songs and learn new songs to sing with the children. This will develop teamwork skills, enhance engagement with the community and improve their Welsh language skills. Lynn (2017), believes he developed his Welsh vocabulary skills by singing Welsh songs and found that it was easier to learn the mutations through music and poetry. Welsh organisations and charities such as Mrched y wawr, Iaith Gwaith, Mentre iaith and teachers from the local Welsh classes for adults will be invited to the event to encourage people to join. To promote the Welsh culture and also to make people aware of what charities are doing to ensure that the Welsh language and culture is protected. Another organisation that will be attending is Taking Welsh to Families as this will encourage the parents to try and speak Welsh at home with younger children to help develop both the children's and the adults' Welsh skills within the family. 
The student-teacher acknowledged that the school was trying to improve the amount of Welsh spoken within the school. Similarly, it is acknowledged that the Welsh government is trying to improve the number of Welsh speakers across Wales. This event will then contribute to the mission of the nation of getting more people to speak Welsh and helping towards reaching the goal of one million Welsh speakers by 2025. During PTE, the student-teacher recognised that there was no evidence of Welsh events such as the Eisteddfod on display. However, it was apparent that it did take place each year on a small scale. As a patriotic person, the student-teacher is passionate about celebrating the culture of Wales and believes that the celebration of Wales should be effectively recognised and recorded. By keeping a record through creating a wall display or memory book on it so that the children can reflect on the experience and be proud of the event and where they are living. 
The aim of 'Dathlu Cymuned Cymru' is to raise the school's promotion of the Welsh language and culture. Another aim is to enhance the links that the school has with the community by inviting parents, members of the community, local charities and organisations into the school to celebrate Wales together. Additionally, the event intends to raise the amount of Welsh spoken across the school, supporting the school's priority (School Development Plan 2018-2019, 2018). Within the school, there is only one fluent Welsh speaker, and she coordinates the Welsh within the school. By all the staff participating and getting involved with preparation, activities and attending the event, it will increase their Welsh skills. 
The predicted impact this event will have on the community is that the school will have more involvement with the community. This will benefit the learners' experience as they will have more opportunity is to experience real-life experiences in readiness for the new curriculum. It will be an advantage to the staff that lack confidence as it will increase their ability to speak Welsh and increase their confidence in speaking Welsh in preparation for the Curriculum for Wales. Dathlu Cymuned Cymru will also have an impact on helping the community develop their knowledge and understanding of the Welsh culture and language. 
An important element of the event is that the profit made from the event will be spent on helping provide the learners with opportunities to develop their Welsh further. Therefore, it is important to keep the cost to a minimum due to restricted school budgets and education funding in Wales being cut by 8% according to (Coughlan, 2018). Therefore, the event will be advertised on the school's social media and by the charities that will be attending the event. The school will be able to measure the success of the event by the attendance and feedback received. Texts messages will be sent home to parents to inform and provide them with further information regarding the event. In an article entitled 'Keeping Parents Informed' (2020) it claims that by keeping parents informed it has the potential to make a positive impact on the child's educational experience. It suggests that messaging parents is a simple and effective way to communicates also emailing is identified as a 'powerful tool'. 
Safko (2010) & Yang (2018) suggested that events can be advertised free of charge on the local radio. The children will have the opportunity to design and create vibrant posters that will be placed around the community for further advertising. 
By allowing the children and individuals from the shelter to cook under the supervision of a teacher, this will eliminate cost implications as they would not depend on local baking businesses to provide refreshments. According to the food standards agency, an individual does not require a food hygiene certificate to make or sell food for either a charity or community event. (Providing food at community and charity events, 2018). This would benefit both pupils and individuals from the shelter as they would not have to undergo time-consuming training. In turn, this would not take away valuable time when preparing for the event. Despite this, trial and error must be taken into consideration. Cooking requires skill learning; it could be time-consuming, and there is a possible risk of wasting food and money if the final product is not of a high standard. 
Year six pupils could participate by writing to local businesses asking if they would kindly donate or contribute to the event as a sponsor. The money raised from sponsorship could go towards the cost of the ingredients, resources, decorations and advertising the event, and they will get to be promoted in the programme. By involving the students, it would encourage them to develop new skills and learn about entrepreneurship. As discussed by Edwards (2018), children can shape their life from getting educated about business and entrepreneurship, which provides them with life skills. It is proven that these children have a better work ethic, improved people skills and better creative thinking compared to those not yet educated on the topic. Edwards (2018). 
Staff members of the school and local members of the choir will be approached to volunteer to help and support the event. Once again, this will help keep the cost of the event to a minimum. Additionally, it would promote the school's talent in the community. Staff family members will be invited to contribute to the cause. An individual who owns a printing company will be asked to print programmes and songbooks which the school will be then sold at cost. Once more, this will benefit the school as it will reduce further cost and additionally create profit for the school. The schools Criw Cymreig will organise the event with the support of the Welsh co-ordinator and the other members of staff. Community involvement is essential to support a student's education, according to the National Education Association. Students tend to achieve higher grades, attend school regularly, stay in school longer and enrol in higher-level programmes when schools, parents, families and communities work together to support learning. (Why Community Involvement in Schools is Important, 2016). 
The impact of the project will be difficult to measure as there are so many possible benefits it could have on individuals and on a larger scale. However, a variety of strategies the student-teacher has encountered to measure the impact of the project will be used. There will be suggestion boxes around the hall where the Eisteddfod is taking place. An advantage of using a suggestion box to measure the impact of the event is it has the ability for an individual to leave a comment without disclosing one's identity. Comments are voluntary, and this eliminates obligatory comments and provides an accurate reflection on the event (Farnum, C. M., Baird, C. and Ball, K., 2011). As the staff will be busy running the event the local vicar has been asked to observe pupil and parents' engagement nevertheless an observation of someone's engagement can only be an assumption according to Bakker and Leiter (2010). Even though the student-teacher acknowledges this point, she still has chosen to use this as one of the tools to measure the impact of the event. She agrees with Miller and Groccia (2010) that the vicar can use his instinct to judge people's engagement and gain feedback from conversations with guests and pupils. The teachers will recognise the impact the event has on the children from their recounts, standards and the amount of Welsh spoken and understood within the school. Estyn (2019), has recognised good practice in Woodlands Community Primary School. The staff have taken every opportunity to raise Welsh language standards by incorporating the language into all areas of school life by having webcam conversations to improve oral ability with the local Welsh-medium primary school, and poetry workshops to develop writing skills. As the research tools so far only gather qualitative data the student-teacher plans to use a survey app on the ipad and use the smiley survey (see Appendix B), this is often used in airports and shopping centres. Smiley surveys are good as they provide instant feedback on the day of the event, it is short, quick and focused as a result of it being easy it has been known to receive 40 times more responses than a traditional survey. On the other hand, it is acknowledged that it does not provide follow up questions such as proving a reason for their answer. (Smiley Surveys, 2018). 
The student-teacher carried out a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats) analysis (see Appendix C) during the preparation and planning process of the event. Staff expertise was highlighted as one of the internal strengths that the school has to offer to the project. One of the staff members is a fluent Welsh speaker, and her expertise will be valuable and helpful in all aspects of the event especially in producing the songbook and ensuring that pupil's pronunciation is correct when learning songs and reciting poems. There is a strong staff team committed to their personal development and keen to develop their Welsh-speaking skills. The SDP identifies the need to increase the amount of spoken Welsh as a target, so will welcome and be supportive of this event. Pupils need to develop their confidence and skills in Welsh, and they will likely be highly motivated to participate in this event. The school hall provides an ideal venue, and the kitchens provide the facilities for refreshments. The school has disabled access and facilities. There is a history of the school holding successful annual events such as the Christmas concert, Christmas Fayre, tea dance and summer fete. 
The weaknesses potentially are the school's timetable for lessons and the use of the hall. There may be limited opportunities for rehearsals due to PE lessons, assemblies and lunchtime. This would need to be negotiated with the school to agree on suitable times. Staff may have other commitments and be unable to be involved or even reluctant to participate. Some pupils may lack confidence in singing or reciting and a lack of interest. 
The external opportunities that this school-community-project has to offer is that the relationship between the school and community will be strengthened. By inviting the community into the school and celebrating their country and language, it will allow outsiders to come into the school and see the qualities within the school and the work that the children have been doing. Additionally, the school is contributing to a national goal of raising the number of Welsh speakers. This highlights that the school is aware of current affairs have recognised that their community has extremely low numbers of Welsh-speaking residents, and as a result, they are trying to improve these statistics. However, another external opportunity would be that it will engage parents in their children's learning. 
However, some external threats have been considered with the community. There may be a lack of interest and willingness to engage with the event, and other local events may be held on the same date. It may be difficult for the school to recruit suitable volunteers for the event. As the event will take place during school time, working commitments might restrict people attending the event. As local residential homes will be invited to the event transport might be an issue for them to get to the and from the school on the day of the event. 
In conclusion, it is predicted that this event will provide the staff and pupils with good opportunities to gain confidence in speaking Welsh, both during and prior to the event. There will be more Welsh spoken in and around the school due to fluent Welsh visitors from the community coming into the school to help with the preparation for the event. By hearing Welsh conversations and taking every opportunity to speak Welsh, everyone will gain confidence. It is anticipated that through these activities and the event, the school will develop a stronger relationship with the community. Moreover, pupils will learn and develop cross-curricular skills while participating in activities prior, during and post the event. By participating in activities such as planning the event will help develop creativity, organisation, teamwork, resilience and adaptability skills. All these skills that will be potentially developed are attributes towards elements of the four purposes of the curriculum for Wales, such as enterprising, creative, contributors and ambitious, capable learners. Besides, aspects of ethically informed citizens. By holding this event, the school will be actively improving one of its priorities within the SDP. 
The student-teacher acknowledged the school's strong relationship with parents and the school, and Estyn (2020) judged the 'open-door policy' as good. The student-teacher will ensure that she will engage with parents throughout her teaching career as she has seen the effectiveness the 'open-door policy' has on the pupils learning, relationship with parents and the positive, comfortable environment it creates. The student-teacher has shown evidence of complying with the professional standards for teaching and leadership (2018) by 'consistently emphasising the central importance of the promotion of Welsh culture and language. Learners will be supported in gaining skills across all areas of learning and every opportunity given to extending learners' skills and competence'. This will enable the teacher to develop the collaboration standard by taking opportunities to work productively with all partners in learning in order to extend professional effectiveness. The teacher in a formal leadership role builds a climate of mutual support in which effective collaboration flourishes within and beyond the school to spread effective pedagogy'. (Professional standards for teaching and leadership, 2018). During future practice, the student-teacher would like to carry out an event such as Dathlu Cymuned Cymru to celebrate where the pupils' come from and the language of their country. 
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Appendix C
	
	HELPFUL
	HARMFUL

	INTERNAL

	Strengths
· Staff expertise
· Pupils engagement
· Venue and facilities 
· Successful annual events Christmas concert. Christmas fayre, Tea dance and Summer production
· Disabled access 









	Weaknesses
· Restriction of timetable for rehearsals. 
· Staff and Pupil motivation


	EXTERNAL 

	Opportunities
· Strengthening the relationship between school and community
· Contributing to a nation goal of raising the number of Welsh speakers. 
· Engage parents in their children’s learning
· Partnership with local businesses
· Intergenerational social contact
· Links with charities







	Threats
· Lack of engagement and interest 
· Other local events that might be on the same date.
· Lack of volunteers
· Transport
· Working commitments
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