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How do focus tasks provide opportunities for pupils with additional learning needs involvement and learning? 

Introduction
	For this assignment I decided to observe children with additional learning needs (ALN) and one with English as a second language to observe their involvement using the Leuven scale. I chose to observe children with additional learning needs a there are a number of children in the nursery class with different needs and they are different strategies in place to support them with their learning and development. Some of these strategies are adapting tasks to their needs, using sign language, gestures, using different tone of voice, working closely with their family and one of the children was introduced to a ALC board but isn’t used often.  
The aim of the observation was to identify the support and strategies put in place to help pupils with additional learning needs during a focus task. I chose to do the observations every three minutes using the Leuven scale. The reason for this is that after talking with the class teacher about this assignment and observation, focus tasks can take around 5-10 minutes depending on the child. The class teacher aims to keep activities quick, simple, and engaging for the children. The focus task I observed is where the children had to draw one thing that made them happy and one thing that made them sad. Some children required extra support and guidance during this activity to get an idea of something they could do. Children talked about toys they liked, their friends, family, food, and things they enjoy doing.

Literature review 
For this observation I chose to investigate into focus tasks and how they support involvement of children with additional learning needs. From Is It Time To Play? (2023) “Enhanced provision or focused tasks are learning opportunities, activities or resources you have provided for the children in your setting as a response to their specific needs, interests or schemes at that particular time.” The teacher regularly changes up the activities in the classroom, this is so children don’t get bored of the activities in the classroom, fits the themes, and it gives children the opportunity to explore the new activities that have been put out for them. 
Foundation learning comes under the curriculum for Wales alongside the Welsh Foundation Phase Framework with a child-centred approach. To give children opportunities for play, play-based learning, physical literacy, being outdoors, authentic, and purposeful learning. In early years children’s education is focused on five developmental pathways. These are belonging, communication, exploration, wellbeing, and physical development. From Welsh Assembly Government (2008) pedagogy in Foundation Learning is “the practitioner as a facilitator of learning, responding to the needs of individuals, willing to learn alongside the children, using appropriate methods to manage the process of learning and continually reflecting on and improving practice in the light of research. The new curriculum focuses on cross-curricular learning, the school encourages this by providing children with a range of activities to develop their learning and development. 
	From the schools Estyn report (2018) they say that the number of children with additional learnings is 34% and is higher than the national average. That teachers are supported by the additional learning needs co-ordinator to ensure high quality provision for these children with additional learning needs. 
	The teachers will give all the children the same activity and depending on their ability, will depend on how much support they will need. For example, children with additional learning needs may receive more support than children with can come up with their own ideas on what to draw for the activity. 

Methodology 
In order to do this observation, I used the Leuven Scale tool. From Structural Learning (2021) it states, “The Leuven Scale is a five-point scale that allows teachers, childcare experts, and nursery practitioners to measure children's emotional well-being and involvement sweetspot – two critical components of learning, progress and development in children.” This allowed me to see the children’s engagement over a period of time, whether they are extremely low, low, moderate, high, or extremely high involved in the activity. 
The benefits of using the Leuven scale according to Structural Learning (2023) “The main advantage of the Leuven Scale is that it is based on meaningful observations and puts the children at the centre of learning.” This shows that the Leuven scale connects to the curriculum and the four purposes. From the Welsh Government (2023) these are ambitious, capable learners enterprising creative contributors, healthy, confident individuals, and ethical informed citizens. This was an easy observation tool to follow as it set out the five points of involvements, I needed to use to demine the children’s involvement. 
However, the five points were not very broad and put the children into a category when I observed them.
The disadvantage of the Leuven scale according to Learning Journals (2024) “Is that it doesn’t account very well for child with special educational needs or disabilities.” There is something I agree on, from using the Leuven scale as a tool for my observations I found it hard to determine which level they came under as they overlapped with some of the 5 points on the scale. As well as how the children with additional learning needs and English as a second language as they have different needs to other children, they may need extra support and time to finish the activity.
The type of observation I carried out was non-participant. According to Oxford Reference (2024) non-participant observation is “A research technique whereby the researcher watches the subjects of his or her study, with their knowledge, but without taking an active part in the situation under scrutiny.” By using this technique, it allowed me to observe the children in their natural environment and where they feel comfortable. 
The disadvantage of non-participant observation is from Get Revising (2022) it states that “Disadvantages including the lack of a relationship being formed between observer and observe, and it may be more difficult to distinguish the meaning of the behaviour from a distance.” This is something I agree with as I found it hard to tell using the Leuven scale how involved the children was involved for the activity from watching from a distance.

Discussion and Findings
When doing this observation, I will take into account confidentiality and ethical consideration. According to Scribbr (no date) ethical consideration “are a set of principles that guide your research designs and practices. These principles include voluntary participation, informed consent, anonymity, confidentiality, potential for harm, and results communication.” This source comes from a professional looking website that isn’t overloaded with advertisement, but it cannot be trust as being reliable as it doesn’t have a date. To ensure confidentiality I did not disclose any information about the school or the children I observed. Instead of using the children’s name, I referred to them as child 1, child 2 and child 3. The observation was done in a safe environment and I talked to the class teacher to make her aware of what I was coming in to observe on the observation days. She spoke to me about the children I was observing and told me necessary information about the children and strategies that are in place to support this learning and development. 
During this observation, child 1 shown an interest in the activity by identifying the different feelings but would point at the worksheet and only speak a few words. They started the focus task with a extremely high involvement on the Leuven scale and finished with moderate involvement as she wanted to go play with the playdough as this was something that she said makes her happy. 
Child 2 has English as a second language and there was a language barrier with the class teacher. He could understand a few words and phrases. To help support the child, the teacher got a toy cow which allowed him to visually see the animal to draw it, as this was something he said makes him happy. During the observation, he shown little interest in the focus task and wanted to go play independently instead. On the Leuven scale he showed extremely low and low involvement in the activity. 
Child 3 shown interest in the focus task by interacting with the class teacher and following instructions given. She shown high involvement but near the end she was extremely low on the Leuven scale as she wanted to get up to go play. 
Overall, from doing this observation I found that all three children were distracted by other children and thing going on around them in the classroom. They shown interest, involvement and enjoyment when doing this activity. They shown this by showing their knowledge of the activity, answering questions the teacher asked them and discussing what made them happy and sad.

Conclusion and recommendations 
The impact of this research on my professional learning and how this may transform my future professional practice is that I observed how the class teacher adapt the activity depending on the child’s needs. She used a marking system and targets for the children. She also talked about using gestures and different tones of voice when working with children with additional learning needs. The teachers was also doing these things during the activity, this helped the children understand and get involved in the activity. In the classroom they use sign language as a way to communicate with children, by having a gesture or sign language for words and phrases. 
If I was able to do this observation again, I would observe children with additional learning needs during group work or carpet time to see their involvement using the Leuven scale tool. The reason for wanting to do this observation is that I would be able to observe how children with additional learning needs interact with other children, how their get involved in group activities, how activities are adapted for children’s needs and if they receive any additional support when doing the activity. 
The impact of the research had on my professional learning and how this may transform my future professional practice is that I learnt that there are many ways to help children with their learning and development. I was shown by the class teacher that they mark the children’s work by using a traffic light system and set them targets on what they need to work on. This would be something I would consider using in my future practice as it gives them feedback in Welsh, sets them out clear targets for what they need to work on, and they talk this through with the children to help them understand what they next progression steps are. It was also shown ways the teacher adapt tasks for children with additional needs and English as a second language. These are using objects to help give them an idea on what they’re going to draw, using different tone of voice and wording. For example, using gestures/sign language when its their turn or they have finished the activity. 
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Appendix 1
Observation Schedule
Research Question: How do focus tasks provide opportunities for pupils with additional learning needs involvement and learning?
Date: 07/02/2024
Time: 10:30am
Context: working one to one with class teacher or TA identifying what makes them happy and sad
Year group: Nursery 
Lesson: Identifying when they feel happy or sad
1. Extremely low- activity is repetitive and passive. The child may seem absent and show no energy. May stare and look around classroom to see what others are doing.
2. Low- frequently interrupted and moment of no involvement and look around the classroom.
3. Moderate- child is busy with activity and few signs of involvement.
4. High- intense moments and not easily distracted.
5. Extremely high- continuous and intense activity
	
	Child 1
	Child 2
	Child 3

	3 minutes
	5
	1
	4

	6 minutes
	3
	2
	4

	9 minutes
	4
	2
	3

	12 minutes
	2
	1
	1

	Additional Comments 
	Child 1 has autism and global development delay. Says a few words and sort sentences
	Second language English and start the nursery class a few weeks ago
	Child 3 has autism






Appendix 2
1. Describe one of the observations you carried out. What did you learn from it?
· From one of the observations, I carried out I learnt that the teachers and Tas will model and show children how to do something. For example, writing and going through step by step how to write letters or their name.
2. What were the challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant observer the classroom?
· The challenges of being a non-participant observer is that I wasn’t able to step in and support children with their learning and I wasn’t to ask questions to get more answers for my observation. The opportunities of being a non-participant observer was that I was able to observe the children in their natural environment, where they feel comfortable, and they didn’t have more pressure put onto them. 

3. In your experience, what were the benefits and limitations of the Leuven scale as a research tool?
· The benefits of the Leuven scale are that it gave five points to follow and help guide me to demine which one the children were over a time period. The limitations of the Leuven scale are that you are limited to the five points on the scale and it can be hard to demine which point the child your observing comes under.

4. What were the main points of learning for you in terms of being a researcher in the classroom?
· The main points of learning in terms of being a researcher in the classroom is that I like to be involved and have enough information about who I’m observing to get more of an idea about them. It can help me know if they have any additional needs, additional support, a bit about their background and a bit about the child.

5. What would you do differently if you were to conduct this research again? Why? 
· If I was to conduct this research again, I would observe the children doing group work and I would be able to see how they interact with other children and get involve in the group activity. 

6. Discuss any other methods of research you could use in the classroom to improve your practice. What are the positive and negatives? 
· Other methods of research I could use in the classroom to improve your practice is to look at children’s previous work to see their progress, observe children in different surrounding and doing different activities. 
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