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Poverty in Barking & Dagenham.

[bookmark: _Toc3539734]Introduction.

In this report, we will explore the key issues that are affecting the borough of Barking and Dagenham framed within the context of community development.  
Communities are the foundation of societal progress, consulting sets of people united by common values objectives and geographic proximity, but a community is also “a social group of any size whose members reside in a specific locality, share government, and often have a common cultural and historical heritage” (Dictionary, 2024). But community development in turn, will be able to focus on how to empower these groups to address a collective need and improve their quality of life by using some strategic initiatives and partnerships (Ledwith,2011).
Barking and Dagenham, one of the most multicultural areas in the city of London, had an estimate of 222,308 people in 2022 and a density of 6,093/km (2) of people (ONS,2022; Varbes,2023). The borough is defined by a young population (median age 34 years) which is the youngest in London and among the largest proportions of under 16-year-olds in England and Wales with 26% (Barking and Dagenham Council, 2023; Varbes, 2023).
Ethnic variety is a characteristic of Barking and Dagenham. According to the 2021 Census, 44,9% of the population identified as White, while Asian residents made up 25.9%, Black residents 21,4%, and 4.3% identified as Mixed or belonging to other ethnic groups (ONS,2021). There is the diversity of population which reflects the borough’s function of multicultural transit, nearly seven out of ten of the borough’s population self-identified as Black, Asian or other ethnicities of similar origin (Barking and Dagenham Council, 2023).
Religious affiliation in the borough also highlights its diversity. The most widespread religion is Christianity (45,4% of population) followed by Islam (24,3 of population) also followed by Hindus (3%), Sikhs (2%), Buddhists (0,4) and (18,8%) of non-religious (ONS,2021; City Population, 2023). This dense, cultural and religious fabric emphasizes the need for culturally competent and multiracial community development practices that serve the multiracial world.

[bookmark: _Toc1272390088]Stakeholders involved in the program.

This project requires cooperation from a wide variety of stakeholders in order to be completed successfully. Important players in policy support and resource distributionare “local  authorities” like the Barking and Dagenham Council. “Publics ervices” are vitalf or putting interventions in to action and giving access to necessary resources . These services include social services, education providers,and public health services. The involvement of “resident sand community members” ensures that the project meets local needs and receives grass root ssupport. **Researchers and educational institutions ** provide knowledge, evidence- based procedures ,andassessment frameworks to direct the project. Partnerships with “charities” offer additional resources , community connections and    specialized knowledge , while “trusts and foundations” offer financial support and strategic guidance. Athorough and inclusive framework for completing the project is fostered by this cooperative approach, goals benefiting all involved and ensuring sustainable impact.
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Media and technology may be transformative in addressing poverty in Barking and Dagenham, a borough with deep socio-economic issues. These tools could indeed have that effect, by enabling access to education, employment and other key services.
Educational and Skill Development: On the other hand, technology provides the residents with the ability and means with which to access online learning and therefore has potential to provide them with a new skill or enhance the employability of the residents in the home setting. Open access and low cost (e.g., Khan Academy, Coursera) and relevant fields of coding and business offer a wealth of informative content in coding and business, as well as other fields, which can be used to address the digital between rich and poor areas (Van Dijk, 2020).
Employment Opportunities: Digital platforms (e;g., LinkedIn, or open position jib bards in the field of employment) are provided to complete the positions of the rostered residents, according to skill level. In addition, technology enables working from home, and therefore job seeking can occur without having to leave the borough in which the person lives (ONS, 2023).
Access to Resources: Media based activities may raise awareness for action or service in field to assist the poor (such as low-interest programmes, cheap house programmes and so on). Mobile apps have a role to play in increased reach of public services and could be used to widen access for citizens who will benefit from it (Barking and Dagenham Council, 2023). 
Community Engagement and Advocacy: social media have the effect of amplifying the voices of the group minorities (which is naturally positive) and thus there is a likely positive transfer to community inclusivity. On the ground, campaigns can utilize social media (e.g., Facebook, Instagram) to both advocate for policy change and to publicize success stories that inspire social mobilisation. Through media and technology Barking and Dagenham will be equipped to tackle poverty with learning by engaging in community activities, connecting with others and improving distribution of resources. 
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The theory that supports that project, is the Maslow’s Theory. Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs is a psychological construct that will underpin the hierarchy in which human wants can be ordered, and also will explain the impact of poverty. Sometimes people in poverty find it hard to satisfy some basic requirements, i.e., food, water and shelter, which constitute the base of a hierarchy (Maslow, 1943). [Voice expression] All of this is feasible only if the above is not available, it will be impossible to treat the above-which is the higher level need.
The subsequent level, safety and security also experiences a severe crisis due to poverty. Families living in disadvantaged areas may be exposed to instability of housing, unsafe streets and unsatisfactory precarious employment, which leaves them constantly at risk of exposure. Due to this lack of stability its difficult for individuals to engage in emotion-driven investing or long-term goals (McLeod, 2020).
The third stratum, love and belonging, is repeatedly weakened by the social exclusion which poverty can engender. Inability to access community networks, support and activities results in feelings of social isolation. Equally, poverty is a block, the fourth layer, since it often causes low self-efficacy, a lack of attribution and a sense of insufficiency (Maslow, 1987).
At present, poverty functions as a powerful constraint at the uppermost level, the self-actualization process - achievement of its full capacity. As soon as basic and psychological needs are not acknowledged, a person is no longer able to think about personal development, studies, or goals, which leads to a perpetuation of poverty and a lack of potential for development (Maslow, 1987). Poverty is characterised by Maslow's paradigm, giving preeminence to the need for a basie sector of wants in order for those individuals to be able to move and grow.
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Poverty is a continuing worldwide challenge, and holistic legal responses are needed to protect its diverse effects on the individual and the social group. Legislative actions to tackle poverty and related disadvantage are in place in the UK. The Child Poverty Act 2010 (now part of the Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016) marked a significant effort to reduce child poverty by establishing statutory targets for eradicating it by 2020. Although these targets were eliminated in 2016, the act continues to provide both a framework and a set of comparators for child poverty analysis through annual reporting and monitoring (Great Britain, 2010). In addition, the Equality Act 2010 has been long thought to be a potent tool to deal with poverty, as it addresses deep-rooted discrimination that exacerbates socio-economic disadvantage and ensures that opportunities are not denied based on socio-economic background (Great Britain, 2010). The introduction of Universal Credit, a welfare reform initiative aimed at simplifying the benefits system, represents another legislative effort to alleviate poverty, particularly among working families. However, Universal Credit has been attacked for late payments and the absence of sufficient assistances resulting in financial anxiety for a few of the claimants receiving it (Millar and Bennett, 2017). In addition, housing-related policy as enacted by local authorities such as the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 has a primary objective to both identify and prevent poverty-related homelessness by instructing councils to offer assistance to people at risk (Great Britain, 2017). Internationally, the UK is a signatory to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 1, which seeks to eradicate poverty in all forms by 2030. Such actions highlight the importance of domestic law to align with international ambitions in order to address poverty comprehensively. Despite these measures, critics argue that legislative initiatives often fail to account for the structural causes of poverty, such as wage stagnation and rising living costs, calling for more robust and targeted policy interventions (Lansley and Mack, 2015). Poverty legislation can not be resolved without adequate funding and by introducing a policy that addresses its causes, i.e., a policy that is fair, lasting and sensitive to the needs of the most marginal groups.
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Community development in Barking and Dagenham is hindered by a confluence of interdependent barriers and obstacles, most significantly as poverty inhabits the life of the community. Health barriers like a shortage of high quality healthcare and a high burden of chronic disease limit the capacity of residents to contribute to development programs. Digital divides involving unequal access to technology and the internet tend to exacerbate educational disparities and limit access to important services. Educational barriers (i. e., achievement and object of data deficiencies at school) remain a determinant factor in perpetuating poverty. Communication obstacles, arising from linguistic differences and reduced outreach, prevent efficient interactivity and involvement between the community. Economic constraints, including unemployment and low household income, restrict growth and self-sufficiency. Social and cultural barriers (e.g., discrimination, community isolation, broken social networks) entrap marginalized populations. Additionally, by family disadvantage in the form of limited numbers of available workforce childcare and a lack of outreach amongst youth, youth family adversity, itself, does far more than hurt the foundation of which community resilience ©development is built. Collectively, these roadblocks create a complex web of issues that require multi-tiered solutions.

[bookmark: _Toc1093058499]Recommendations:

There is only a way to address poverty to a satisfactory degree using a multilayered, transnational, and holistic approach based on sustainable and socially just solutions for the poorest and most vulnerable. Making housing affordable and available to begin building on the foundations from which personal and economic well-being can be created is arguably the most important of these steps. This could be accomplished through regulatory interventions to foster the development of low-cost housing units, and active management of rental markets to avoid rises in rental levels and disaster housing benefits to low-income households (Smith, 2018). Fostering community involvement and networks both is important as can build social cohesion mutual aid, access to resources, and mobilisation of the community to voice its demand (Jones and Brown, 2020). Solutions to expand employment opportunities should also encompass jobs, with fair wages, landed stability and a portion of the skills/training program all leading the way to career development, so that individuals are released from the trap of poverty (Taylor, 2019). In addition, provision of access to instruments-grants, microloans, low-interest credit or financial education - is also crucial for enabling people to manage their finances, grow their savings, and cope with economic adversity (Miller and Roberts, 2021). Nonetheless, the progress of such efforts need to be tracked and evaluated so that the success of such efforts is assured. Policy makers, using evidence-based advice and engagement with stakeholders, are in position to assess which policies work best, estimate their limitations, and help us to better respond (Davis, 2022). Combining these features, governments and agencies are able to develop entire-scale models which not only reduce poverty but also provide the blueprint for lasting, sustainable socio-economic prosperity and resilience of individuals and communities on a global scale.
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By reducing poverty in Barking and Dagenham requires a comprehensive and collaborative approach that addresses both immediate needs and long-term development. By increasing access to affordable housing, create employement opportunities, increase the access to financial support and services, the community can create a good foundation for a sustainable economic growth.
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