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	Assessing the role of social services in safeguarding young people in the United Kingdom



	01 Introduction and Research Aim 
A methods chapter is an outline version of a piece of research undertaken which can be used in a study to show whether it's credible and reliable (Bell, et, Al, 2018). The main aim and objective of this research is to be able to assess all aspects of safeguarding strategies that social services use to protect young people in the United Kingdom. This research aims to assess the role of social services in safeguarding young people in the United Kingdom, examining how effectively they identify, prevent, and respond to risks such as abuse, neglect, and exploitation. The research study conducted will explore inter agency collaboration, policy implementation, and the impact on young people's wellbeing and safety. 

	02 Search Strategy 
A search strategy in secondary research is an organized structured approach to be able to collect the right type of information and facts from existing sources which will help us in determining our end outcome (Gough, D., et. al, 2017). A search strategy can also be referred to be a systematic plan used to identify, locate and retrieve existing published information relevant to a specific research question. In life sciences, this typically involves searching academic databases using predefined keywords, Boolean operators, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and filters to ensure that the evidence gathered is comprehensive, transparent, and reproducible. Using this method, it allowed me to be able to undertake this crucial research on assessing the role of social services in safeguarding young people in the United Kingdom. This strategy gave me the right technique in being able to mind map and note ideas down and list the different types of academic literature which I then can use in my research piece.



	03 Searching for Information 
The searching process first began by analyzing the title to look for key words that stood out to me. The key words that really were brought to my attention were safeguarding, social services, roles, and young people. I narrowed my search down by looking into the deeper meanings and defining these to be able to understand them more closely. This strategy enabled me to fully understand and be curious to want to know more. I then investigated the history of social work, and how it first began to how it is now in today's day and age. By doing this, it opened more doors and loopholes to questions I wanted to answer. Through looking at academic sources like Journal of children services (2017) this highlighted many factors and challenges that social workers must deal with which I have included in my research (Boland, et, al. 2017).




 
	04 Picture / Graph / Visual Aid / Statistics 
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Main findings of children's social care in England (2022).
In this graph above, these are the statistics of rising children's social care homes since 2019. There are different types of children's home secure, residential also short break respite homes. There is a substantially a very high increase of children needing homes in the United Kingdom as safeguarding concerns further arise according to (GOV UK, 2022).

	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Validation in secondary research refers to the process of critically evaluating and verifying existing data and sources to ensure that the information used is accurate, credible, reliable, and appropriate for the research question (Cochrane, 2023).
Because secondary research relies on data collected by others (example: academic studies, government reports, statistics, policy documents), validation ensures that the researcher does not simply accept information at face value but systematically checks its quality, authority, methodology, and relevance. 
The themes I chose for my piece of research are based on the important factors of my chosen topic assessing the role of social services safeguarding young people in the United Kingdom. The first theme was statutory responsibility and legal framework this is highly of value as this shows the principles of child welfare and when certain acts were put in place to safeguard children from neglect.  The next theme was the scale and nature of safeguarding need this is about looking at the statistics of the type of referrals coming in on high levels of abuse. The third theme was about the effectiveness of social services and how overall the support they offer as an organisation helps families and young children. Theme four is about multi agency collaboration and how all services come together to be able to safeguard children effectively. Theme five is about early intervention and prevention this section will be looking closely into support designed to help families within social services. Theme six is work force pressures and organisation constraints within social services that are down falls in why the service can't run as smoothly. Theme seven is about safeguarding in contemporary context which looks at different types of exploitation. 


	06 Inclusion Criteria 
Included sources which are 10 years old and under, sources from the UK, articles which could be fully accessible online. 

 2004 was specifically chosen as a starting point because this was the year that significantly restructured safeguarding systems (Children Act, 2004).
	07 Exclusion Criteria 
Excluded sources over 10 years old, sources outside the UK, articles which were not fully accessible. 
· Focused on non-UK safeguarding systems
· Were opinion-based blogs without academic referencing
· Were outdated (prior to major safeguarding reforms unless historically relevant)
· Focused exclusively on adult safeguarding
This ensured that the research remained current, credible, and directly relevant to young people in the UK



	08 Ethical Considerations
 Ethical considerations are that safeguarding involves balancing parental rights with the child’s right to protection.
Critics argue that surveillance and intervention disproportionately affect deprived communities, raising concerns about over intervention and social control.
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