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Essay Questions
[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose ONE from the following questions
Refer to at LEAST TWO TEXTS from the module in your answer.


1. Virginia Woolf  noted that a major problem for modernist writers was that of survival in a world obsessed by the new: ‘ How can we combine the old words in new orders so that they survive, so that they create beauty, so that they tell the truth?’  Discuss.

1. ‘The stylistic complexity of high modernism exists as an attempt to negotiate or resolve ...an impasse defined by a fractured sense of space and community’ (Frederic Jameson).
Discuss.

2. Referring to the numbers of modernist writers who were exiles or émigrés, Raymond Williams argues that the ‘experience of alterity has a direct connection with the characteristic modernist themes of strangeness, distance and alienation.’  How and why would you agree with him? 

3. To what extent do modernist writers ‘read change the way [they read] time, memory, self, love, fear, beauty: in the key of loss’? (André Aciman)

4. Consider the implications of Marianne Dekoven’s statement that modernists ‘saw art as the only remaining avenue to truth, meaning, value and transcendence in the otherwise bankrupt twentieth century.’



