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In its most basic essence, the concept of the rule of law upholds the principle that "no one is exempt from legal obligations." For this principle to function effectively, it necessitates equality in the eyes of the law, a transparent legal framework, an impartial judiciary, and accessible legal remedies. Regrettably, a staggering 57% of the world's population finds themselves outside the protective reach of legal institutions, totaling a daunting 4 billion individuals who struggle daily to secure their fundamental human rights.

The rule of law serves as the foundational framework for fostering open, just, and harmonious societies, wherein both citizens and businesses can thrive. It fundamentally revolves around ensuring that:

1. Public authorities are bound by clear, pre-established laws, and they are answerable for their actions.

2. All citizens are subject to the same legal standards.

3. Human rights are safeguarded.

4. Citizens can access efficient and reliable dispute resolution mechanisms.

5. There is a prevailing state of law and order.

An effectively functioning justice system, bolstered by accountable and transparent government and justice institutions, underpins a fair and equitable society where legal standards are upheld and the general public's experience with the law and legal services is improved.

Albert Venn Dicey, in his work "Law of the Constitution" (10th Edition, 1959), outlined three key principles that collectively constitute the rule of law:

1. The absolute supremacy of regular law over arbitrary power.

2. Equality before the law, meaning that all classes are equally subject to the ordinary laws administered by standard courts.

3. Constitutional law's general principles, including the protection of civil liberties, are established through the common law, as defined and enforced by the courts.

Although Dicey's exposition may not have been entirely accurate at the time of its publication, the spirit of his doctrine has exerted significant influence on constitutional and administrative law, particularly until the 1960s. Critics, however, faulted Dicey for his aversion to discretion, as it rendered welfare state provisions incompatible with the rule of law. Experience in European countries has demonstrated that specialized administrative courts, such as the Conseil d'État in France, can effectively oversee government actions and safeguard individual rights, contrary to Dicey's assertion that only standard courts could do so.

