Myth Assignment 2 Commentary by Lizzie Mansfield
For this commentary I have chosen to do the first option, which Ovid’s Heroides 3 1-38. Firstly, in this introduction I will give some information on the author himself, Ovid. Publius Ovidius Naso was born in 43 BCE and died in 17 CE. His birthplace was Sulmo and he studied law and rhetoric while being educated in Rome. He was a Roman poet and was particularly known for his elegiac love poetry. Some of his most well-known pieces of work were: Metamorphoses, Heroides and Ars Amatoria. His first published poetic work was the Amores, which was a collection of short love poems. He was sent into exile by Emperor Augustus to the island of Tomis on the Black Sea, where he spent his final years writing his Tristia and Epistulae ex Ponto. Unfortunately, he died before he could finish writing all the contents of the Fasti, which was the book of poetry he was working on before he was exiled. The reason behind why he was exiled is unknown, but it is suspected that he either saw or heard something he should not have been privy to, or he offended Emperor Augustus with the contents of the Ars Amatoria. 
Now the work of the Heroides will be explained. This piece of work by Ovid was a book of poetry, written from the perspective of famous female figures in myth. These were composed in the form of letters from the women to their lovers. These letters are usually emotional in nature; due to the fact their male lovers are not there by their side and usually contain pleas for their partner to return and the women express their sadness at the separation. Some letters also contain references to future actions that will happen in that relevant myth. 
Ovid’s work was popular during his time, as during the rule of Emperor Augustus, the Emperor encouraged the writings of poets and historians. The audience would have been the Roman male elite, as they are the ones who get an education.  
Letter Three is a letter made to be written from the perspective of Briseis to Achilles, her lover. Briseis was a captured woman from Troy who was given to Achilles as a prize, and she becomes his lover. But after having an argument with Agamemnon, Achilles is forced to give up Briseis to him as Agamemnon has lost his own woman prize. The letter is set during the time Briseis is separated from Achilles and Achilles is sulking in his tent, refusing to fight in the war. The main points conveyed in Briseis’s letter to Achilles are that she is begging for him to get her back and also fight in the war, as she believes that him being a strong warrior will make him a better lover to her as well. There is a sense of tragedy surrounding the letter, as the audience has the prior knowledge from reading Homer’s Iliad. They will know that when Achilles chooses to fight in the war again, he will not come back. But the Briseis in the letter would not know this, so adding the layer of sadness to the writing. Ovid directly references Homer’s Iliad in this letter. Using the line ‘why do you weep?’, which was a line in the Iliad. This line would stand out to the audience, as they would know of Homer’s Iliad and maybe have read the piece themselves. 
