
Roland Barthes, Camera Lucida 
Seminar Questions 

 
 
For this weeks session we would like you to read Roland Barthes’ book, Camera Lucida. 

(PDF on Moodle) 
 While you read it, write your answers to the below questions.  

 
 

pp.8-10 
 
 

What is the Operator? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What is the Spectator? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

pp18-21 
 
 

What does Barthes mean by adventure? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

pp.25-42 
 
 

Write three characteristics of what Barthes calls studium: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Write three characteristics of what Barthes calls punctum: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

pp.43-55 
Why does Barthes change his mind about the punctum in the Van der Zee photograph? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

p.73 
 
 

Why doesn’t Barthes show us the Winter Garden Photograph? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

p.76-89 
 
 

What does Barthes mean by ‘that has been’? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

p.115-119 
 
 

Barthes concludes that photographs can either be mad or tame. Give your own 
examples of a ‘tame’ image and a ‘mad’ image (bring them into the seminar if possible): 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
	


