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   Literature Review

Introduction 
The history of firearms licencing in Great Britain stretches back to the early 1500s where the first type of gun control was implemented, this was the act of forbidding the use of firearms and crossbows without a royal letter patent, since those days there has been multiple reviews and amendments carried out but in 1968 there was an act of passed in parliament to bring all previous acts together and control the use and possession of firearms in the UK (Leglistation.gov 2022).
As detailed in the 231-page home office report that was released in December 2021 the term ‘Firearm’ means a lethal barrelled weapon of any description from which any shot, bullet or other missile with kinetic energy of more than one joule at the muzzle of the weapon, can be discharged (Home office, firearm licencing guide 2021)
One of the main changes implemented in the 1968 licencing law (legislation, 1968) is the one that sets out the guiding principles governing the definition of a “good reason” to possess a firearm, certificates are granted by chief police officers if they are satisfied that applicants have a “good reason” for having possession a firearm or ammunition without being a danger to public safety or to the peace. 
Throughout the years there have been several amendments to the 1968 Firearms Act, these amendments have been triggered by shocking incidents that have occurred such as the 1987 Hungerford massacre where a gunman named Michael Ryan went on an armed rampage with an arsenal of weapons and ammunition such as the Russian built AK 47 assault rifle and armour piercing bullets and shot and killed 16 people and left another 15 injured (Bell, 1987).  
On the 13th of March 1996 another high-profile incident would happen that again would call for a review into firearms licencing laws, Thomas Hamilton entered a primary school in the small town of Dunblane armed with 4 legally owned handguns and 743 live rounds of ammunition, Hamilton shot and killed 15 children and their teacher, Hamilton also shot and injured 15 more (Bauer,1996).
On the 12th August 2021 there was another horrific massacre by a licenced firearm holder where Jake Davison shot and killed five people in the Plymouth area, this is this most recent killings by a licence holder and has triggered a review of the current firearms Act where home secretary Priti Patel wrote to all police forces in person and asked for a review of the application process (Thompson, 2021).

Aims of the research
The aim of the research will review the current firearms licencing Act of 1968 and what amendments have been made to date, it will also review the current licencing legalisation and the application process that is conducted prior to any persons being granted licence, it shall critique the flaws that are highlighted within the process and look at the changes that have been made throughout history, it shall look at how the recent review is affecting the shooting community and the general members of public.
The British Association for Shooting and conservation (BASC 2021) has recently conducted their own review of the application process and worked with several police force licencing departments to see if it can be run more efficiently during the application stages, one of the issues highlighted during BASCS investigation is the medical process, the report found that GPs are now refusing to complete application forms and the ones who do are charging extortionate fees, this is a weakness as people with previous mental health issues or concerning medical problems were not getting highlighted so police forces could not follow up and include this information whilst conducting initial applications or reviews.
Bill Harriman, BASC’s director of firearms (BASC) welcomed the improvements shown by some forces but warned against complacency considering problems around medical involvement in firearms licensing (Doolan,2021). 

Discussion
The research shall detail the current application process and highlight both good and bad practice, it shall explore the medical process of the application as currently a local GP can sign to say that the applicant is of a sound physical and mental state to hold such a licence however they are very reluctant to put their names to this following previous high incidents involving active shooters ,  the dissertation and research will cover the views of 6 anonymous people selected at random where they will all be asked 5 questions surrounding views on members of the public owning firearms in the UK for agricultural proposes and also for use as a sport, the questions will cover the current application process as outlined by local Firearms licencing department in South-Wales police (SWP Firearms licencing, 2022).
In March 2021 the home office national statistics presents that there are a staggering 156,033 people who hold a valid firearm certificate and 565,929 hold a valid shotgun certificate in England and Wales (NFLMA 2021), that in total is 721,962 people who own some sort of firearm or shot gun, most licence holders own several guns so that puts into prospective how many legally owned weapons are owned in the UK, just to put this into perspective the whole of the United Kingdom armed forces personal is only 149.280 (Clark, 2021) , All these licence holders have to undergo a licence review every five years where police checks are carried out along with medical reviews to see if the holder is still suitable to hold a licence, there is also a new process that has come from the initial enquiry surrounding the Plymouth shootings and this will be an added check that gives police the power to check applicants social media content to see if they are affiliated with any concerning groups or organisations and look at their financial and domestic violence history, to some licence holders this will feel like an invasion of privacy and direct barriers for the renewal process.
Country sports and pest control has been in the public eye for a number of years, this led to a review and the ban on hunting foxes with dogs by the labour government in 2004, There are still weekly protests at trail hunts and driven game shoots where birds such as grouse and pheasants are flushed from cover by dogs over the awaiting lines of guns, this has put firearms again in the public eye and there are more calls than ever for shooting and firearms to be banned, last year seen the welsh government put a ban on their land being used for shooting sports (Marshall, 2021), An announcement comes off the back of a three year long campaign by animal aid and the league against cruel sports that saw over 12,500 people signing a petition and submitting it to government (Brooker 2018), Licence holders are now concerned that the relentless media coverage will put their sport and livelihoods at risk 
Conclusion
In conclusion the dissertation will look at the firearm application process for the United Kingdom and how it has changed over the years following high profile incidents involving licence holders, it shall look at the police and Doctor’s involvement during the licence application process and, the study shall cover and explore what is classed as “Good reason” for owning such weapons.
The research shall use leading material to conduct the evaluation such as the current firearms licencing guidelines that that is released by the home office (Home office, 2022) and also the British association for shooting and conservation (BASC), it shall contain views from 6 independent persons selected at random in relation to firearms being owned by members of the public and what they class as a “Good reason”.
There will be extracts from reviews and media articles following previous massacres that led to changes on gun laws and legalisation such as the Hungerford Massacres where all automatic firearms where band following a review and the Dunblane massacre, that led to the ban and ownership of handguns within the UK for any purpose (Bauer, 1996).
The most recent 2021 atrocities that occurred in Plymouth where again a licence holder massacred his family and innocent members of the public has also highlighted issues with the UK firearms licencing laws and changed the public perception on legal owned firearms, this is currently in review and is causing some worry to licence holders, retailers, game keepers and anyone else whose livelihood depends on the shooting community.
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