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Introduction

Nestled away in the Gwent Valleys of Wales lies Blaenavon, a global story and period of great change for South Wales historically took place here, and now a world heritage UNESCO site. Radically transformed over the eighteenth and nineteenth century with a number of aspects ranging from economically, socially, culturally, politically, and also physically, thus mostly during the industrial revolution and becoming the leading producer of iron, coal, and steel in the world. (Visit Blaenavon. Par 2)
This report will research and summarise the key factors and main points that allowed Blaenavon to become prosperous in such ways as to become successful in the way that it did. 












Main Body

· Geographically Prosperous :

Blaenavon and its geographical position proved to be of great benefit to the success in industry growth. The current landscape reflects ways that the necessary raw materials for iron production were obtained. As you can see from the images the landscape includes areas subjected to mining and workings of coal, iron ore, fireclay, and limestone. By considering all these elements together, it is clear that this is one of the prime areas in the world where the technological, social and economic process of industrialization took place. (UNESCO. 2022)
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· Area and Connections :

Blaenavon is located in the heart of the Gwent valley South Wales, very closely bordering England which lead to a beneficial positioning for its many industries across the years of growth.

Before the initial growth of Blaenavon as a mining town, the local area was already home to small-scale industry in the way of agriculture, but with no infrastructure and only a number of roads with no terrace buildings (Matthews. 2018). This industry was commonly passed down through families in the area with skills and knowledge passed down the age groups,  with farming as the main industry of the area from medieval times.






























· People, Influencers, and Events :

There were many contributing factors that played an advantage in the industry growth. During its rise there was a rapid population growth of the town and surrounding area, thus accommodating the industry and its demands. Workers and families travelled and relocated from across Wales, Midlands, and Ireland to form the driving workforce behind its valuable industry.
During the early 18th century, the formation of the stock exchange allowed investment into new industries helping to boost the industrial revolution and fund projects resulting in large growth including iron and coal.

There were a number of beneficial players with an impact on the growth of Blaenavon’s industry and the area, helping to transform the methods, 
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Description automatically generated]infrastructure, and processes to increase productivity and efficiency. One person with the biggest impact was Sidney Gilchrist, born in 1850, who helped to develop and succeed in the process of dephosphorising iron, creating a process in producing higher quality and volumes of steel (Davies. 1959). This in turn led to a higher production of slag by-products which today can be seen scaring the Blaenavon landscape pictured below.

(Hulton.1880. Sidney Gilchrist)
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· Environment and Social Issues :

With long work hours, large workforces, and dangerous working environments there were many issues that arose with the growth of the ironworks and surrounding area. By 1891 a population of 11452 was recorded and the social development had created a thriving town with schools, chapels, pubs. A workman’s Hall and institute were constructed in 1895 to provide education and social facilities. (GGAT. 2012)
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Description automatically generated]The formation of work unions and women’s rights closely followed the growth, due to the poor environments of constant danger, fiery and fumy conditions with heavy machinery. One successful achievement from the miner’s welfare committee was the construction of the bathhouses, introduced in 1939 which benefited coal miners’ families and prevented pneumonia and illnesses from the coal dust (Pit Head Baths. 2022).
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· Local and National Economy :

The industrial revolution led to dramatic growth at a high rate across the UK, with impacts felt with its speed of change. The knock-on effect of this lay heavily on the production of new goods due to higher consumption with trades, goods, and services and inventors all being in demand (Allen. 2009). This brought positives and negatives in the way of demanding pressure and the transfer of money.

· Workers :
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Description automatically generated]At the heart of Blaenavon was its workforce, not only adults of men and women but also children were the driving power, working 12 hours a day, 7 days a week.  With children as young as 5 years old put to work, in 1842 it was recorded that 185 children below the age of 13 were working in the industry-related work areas (Cadw.2022).
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· Technology :

Many contributing factors during the industrial story of Blaenavon lay with the people behind the movements of technological advancements, to not only make processes easier and more efficient but also create social reforms and improved working environments and conditions, sometimes making the ultimate sacrifice to improve life for others (Leginds.2017).

There were a number of advancements over the period which in turn made Blaenavon more prosperous, and these lay with a few key people:
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Description automatically generated]Richard Trevithick – This Cornish engineer in February 1804 successfully pulled the first load along rails using the steam-powered train from Penydarren in Merthyr Tydfil to the canal basin in Aberdare. ( Trail 3. 2022. pg2)  This advancement of transportation allowed the movement of materials faster with greater ease.


(JS. 2020)
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Thomas Kymer – In 1722 Kymer was born in the town of Haverfordwest to later begin mining in the Gwendraeth Valley and become an industrialist. To increase efficiency in the movement of coal and materials, in 1766 he opened the first Welsh canal linking the port of Kidwelly and Carway. (Trail 3. 2022.pg2)  


(Gallerix. 2022)
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]William Edwards -  From the Caerphilly area, an accomplished mason and architect introduced his skills as a bridge-builder, quickly gaining a reputation for his great work linking transport routes. (Trail 3. 2022. Pg2)



 
  (Welldigger. 2012)
CONCLUSION

From the report findings, it is clear there were a number of important contributing factors that played a positive impact on the success of Blaenavon and its surrounding area. The developments of technologies, along with the power and determination of workers to prosper and take pride in their work, created a rolling effect of success and growth not only locally but nationally. The demand for more educated inventors and contributors to the industry with their scientific discoveries and creative ideas lead to the success of this small valley town with its abundance of resources on its surrounding lands.
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