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Provide an overview of the five pillars of Islam, in terms of how they inform Muslim religious practices today?
The five pillars of Islam are the foundations that identify the Muslim religion. The Five pillars act as columns that hold together the religion together, each column is an individual but stands as a unity with the others. The five pillars also known as arkān which means foundations are said to have been instructed by the prophet in the Hadith in Sunnī and Shīʿī. The five pillars are not within any specific sequence or must be observed in any certain order, this is because there is not more significance give to any of the pillar’s they are all seen and recited with equal importance. 
The history of how the Pillars were said to have become part of Islam is believed to be through the prophet Muhammad. However, it is said the Pillars were only fully initiated just before Muhammad’s death when he took his followers to Arafat to announce his farewell. This is supported by the verse in the Qur’an where God states; “Today I have perfected your religion for you, completed My blessing upon you, and chosen as your religion Islam”[footnoteRef:2] It is then from this point onwards in time that the observance of the 5 pillars of Islam were thereby seen to be completed as said by God.  [2:  M. A. S, Abdel Haleem, trans. "The Feast." In The Qurʾan. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/book/islam-9780192831934/islam-9780192831934-chapter-5?astart=3&asize=20 (accessed 09-Apr-2019).] 

The five pillars of Islam are not set within any order but generally begin with the Shahadah. This is the acceptance that Allah is the one and only God and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, with this acceptance it shows the way in which Muslims are committed to their faith and that they are willing to submit themselves to their God. It is recited daily that they are to believe in the worship of one God and that one God being Allah. Specifically, in the Qur’an surah known as Al-Fātehah, this is the first surah within the Qur’an and holds great importance within the religion. The second pillar is known as Salat meaning prayer. This pillar is to remind Muslims they must pray five times a day. Prayer is seen to be witnessed at dawn, but they are required to pray at all five times during the day, as said in the Qur’an Muslims must pray at daybreak, Just after noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and night time. These times are also specified within the Qur’an (17:78): 
‘You shall observe the contact prayer (salat)when the sun declines from it’s highest point at noon, as it moves towards sunset. You shall also observe (the recitation of the Qur’an at dawn. (reciting) the Qur’an at dawn is witnessed.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Rashad Khalifa, 2005. Quran : the final testament, Surah Bani Israel 17:78] 

The third pillar is Zakat, meaning charity of giving alms. It is expected of Muslims to give a portion of their wealth to the less fortunate. It is also warned within the Qur’an (9:35):
‘The day will come when their gold and silver will be heated in the fire of Hell, then be used to burn their foreheads, their sides, and their backs. “this is what you hoarded for yourselves, so taste what you have hoarded.”’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Rashad Khalifa, 2005. Quran : the final testament, Surah Bara’ah 9:35] 

This is an account which talks about the punishments that will occur for those that do not share their wealth but instead keep it for themselves. The fourth pillar known as Siyam is the requirement of fasting during the month of Ramadan. When fasting during Ramadan every eligible adult must abstain from food, drink and sexual relations from the hours of sunrise to sunset. Fasting is seen as the true art of commitment to Allah as mentioned in the Hadith Qudsi ‘fasting is done for my sake and I give reward for it. One abandons his passion and his food for my sake.’ It is mentioned that whoever prays on this night with true intention they will be pardoned for previous errors. Fasting is permitted for all those with good health and may be disrupted if you are on a journey, for menstruating women and for pregnant women. The fifth pillar is Hajj also known as the great pilgrimage. It is required for those that are able, to complete the pilgrimage to Mecca. This is the place that holds the sacred Ka’bah which is known for when Muhammad went inside and destroyed the idols that the people were falsely worshiping. It states within the Qur’an (3:97) ‘The people owe it to God that they shall observe Hajj to this shrine, when they can afford it.’ Hajj to Muslims is seen to purify those who have sinned and reconnect them with the roots of their past. The five pillars of Islam are not required to be in any order, you may visit Hajj in any month not just the month of Dhul-Hajjah, you may pray at any time for any reason as long as your intention is true, you are permitted to fast and give to charity at any time, it is even within the Qur’an that you may fast and give to charity if you are unable to make the pilgrimage to Hajj. Observing these pillars at any given time does not make them any less effective which is why there is no structure to them, and they are simply the five pillars of Islam. 
The five pillars are used within Islam as a way of guidance to Muslims. It is what brings structure to not just their day but also to their year and their entire life on earth. The first pillar of Islam, the Shahadah informs Muslim daily life as it is their foundation of their belief and what makes them unique. The Shahadah is what give them meaning towards their prayers, they are praying to their unique God that they have for their religion and everything observes and practised is done toward their one true God that they believe in because of the Shahadah. By following Salat it structures what times they must pray, this will influence what a Muslim will do through out their day and how they get a job and when they travel as they know they must schedule time for prayer. It informs their year as they work on a separate Luna calendar that revolve around their holidays, such as Ramadan and Hajj. It is from these kinds of holidays that a Muslim life will differ to those who are not religious. They revolve their daily life around prayer to present their obedience to God, for them to give up some of their own time during the working day 5 times a day in order to prayer to God shows that they have their obedience to him and that they are committed to their prayer. The third pillar of Zakat informs Muslims of what they should do with their money and where their money should go. As this is the pillar of charity and giving alms it means that Muslims have a certain guideline that is supported by sections of the Qur’an about what they do with their money. By them being influenced by this pillar as to what to do with their money it shows that they adhere to this strict trust that by giving money to those less fortunate they will in someway be rewarded rather than be committed to the sever punishments that the Qur’an entails for those who Hoard their money. For example, in the Qur’an (3:180) it states;
‘Let not those who with hold and hoard God’s provisions think that this is good for them; it is bad for them. For they will carry their hoardings around their necks on the Day of Resurrection. God is the ultimate inheritor of the heavens and earth…’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Rashad Khalifa, 2005. Quran: the final testament, Surah; Ali-Imran 3:180] 

It s clear to see from this section of the Qur’an as to why many Muslims would choose to give some of their wage to the less fortunate instead of keep it to themselves for their own selfish gain. The fourth pillar of Siyam also informs Muslims of what they eat and when they can and can not eat. This pillar focuses on fasting and strict laws of when Muslims are permitted to eat and when they must abstain form eating. This informs Muslims not only by when they can eat but also what they can eat and what else they must abstain from and when they are permitted to be excused from these traditions. The pillar of pilgrimage influences what Muslims can wear when on the journey to Hajj as well as where they must go and what they must do during that month. There is strict adherence to what the dress must be within the Qur’an when at Hajj and a clear guideline of the places you most go to visit. This pillar in particular informs a Muslim of how they must repent. As the Hajj is seen to purify those who have done wrong it also acts as deterrent for those who only go to Hajj in order to gain forgiveness for their wrongdoings. Hajj is about much more than a pilgrimage, it educated Muslims about their past and their beginnings of their religion, it brings unity to the Muslim community by all Muslims gathering together from across the world to come together and pray. It informs Muslims that they are a part of something that is much larger than just a religion and restores faith and hope back to those who feel alone or face discrimination. This is more applicable in todays society due to the mass of hatred towards Muslims in certain areas of Britain. By them observing these five pillars it allows them to escape through their religion and informs them that with what happens in todays society they will be rewarded because they are true to their faith and continue to be obedient towards their Go, Allah. These five pillars in general also inform of how Muslims should act, being kind and giving to charity e.c.t. there is a very strong drive towards being charitable to others and often as a form of repentance the Qur’an will mention the freeing of a slave or feeding of the poor. 
 In summary, it is observant that the five pillars of Islam have great influence upon a devoted Muslims lifestyle, from the choices they make in everyday life; they will have to consult the Qur’an during Ramadan to see if they may be excused from fasting, they will look to the pillar of Hajj to see where they must go during the month of pilgrimage and what they must wear while on this journey, they use the first pillar to inform them in everyday life as it is their constant reminder of why their religion is different from the rest and serves as the foundation of their belief. The second pillar will always inform a Muslim in modern day practise as it will structure their day from the time of dawn to night as they revolve their day around the 5 times of prayer. Their money is also informed as to where it goes based on Zakat. Therefore, we can see that the five pillars of Islam are an extreme influence on the daily life of a Muslim, without which would result in a much less structured life. 
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