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ECDE7002: LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, students should be able to demonstrate the ability
fo:

Critically evaluate data collection techniques and different models of educational research in order to
undertake their individual studies in formal, informal and non-formal contexts;

Demonstrate and articulate a critical understanding of key methodological concepts in education
research and apply this to formal, informal and non-formal contexts;

Critically reflect upon the ethical nature of undertaking research in practice in formal, informal and
non-formal contexts;

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of applying quantitative and qualitative data collection tools
to formal, informal and non-formal educational contexts.



ECDE7002: ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 1

45% Written
Wordcount: 3500 words

Critically reflect on research paradigms that would enable you to conduct a mixed methods enquiry that
would meet identified research questions.

With reference to relevant literature, identify an area of research you may want to explore. Create between
1 and 3 research questions that would be answerable through a mixed methods approach to data collection.
Critically appraise qualitative and quantitative research paradigms which link to your research questions,
justifying why they are appropriate.



ECDE7002: ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 2

45% Written
Wordcount: 3500 words

Outline your preferred approach (qualitative/quantitative/mixed methods) to this enquiry by focusing
on ONE of your research questions. Plan an appropriate data collection process and associated analysis
of the data, reflecting on its strengths and limitations. Critically reflect upon the ethical issues

surrounding the research process.



ECDE7002: ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 3

10% Written

Wordcount: equivalent to 800 words

Consider the ethical implications of your identified research question. Using the UWTSD Ethics form,
outline the responses you would provide to address the research question in component 2.

You will need to complete and upload the following sections:
* H - Anticipated Risks
* | —Feedback, consent and confidentiality
* J—Data protection and storage



ECDE7002: ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION DATE




ASSIGNMENT
STRUCTURE

Assessment Component 1: 3500 words

Critically reflect on research paradigms that would enable you to conduct a mixed methods enquiry that would meet
identified research questions. With reference to relevant literature, identify an area of research you may want to
explore. Create between 1 and 3 research questions that would be answerable through a mixed methods approach to
data collection. Critically appraise qualitative and quantitative research paradigms which link to your research
questions, justifying why they are appropriate.

Section Suggested content Suggested
word count

Introduction & What is your research about? 300
rationale Why have you chosen this topic?

Why is it important (to you/to others)?

Refer to literature to support your decisions.
Literature review What does the published literature say about your topic? 800

Do authors agree or disagree?

Are there studies available that are similar to the study that you

are proposing?

Is there a gap in the literature that you intend to fill?
Theoretical What is your positionality with regard to your topic? 700
framework / How do the following elements have an impact on your study:
methodology s  Ontology

e  Epistemology
®  Research paradigm (e.g. positivism, constructivism, pragmatism)

Refer to literature to support your points.
Research Why might a mixed-methods approach be useful in your study? 700
methods/tools What are the strengths and limitations of this approach?

(You could include a discussion of qualitative and quantitative

data here.)

Refer to literature to support your points.
Research What are your research questions? Why have you chosen them? | 900
Questions Within which paradigm do they sit? What type of data would

need to be collected in order to answer each one?

You could introduce each research question separately here.

Refer to literature to justify your decisions.
Conclusion Summarise your intentions. 100




EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

O Why bother?

J P
2 P \
2 4 | -
.' W, | ) o
f ‘ 0N : N\ J




RESEARCH — YOUR FIRST THOUGHTS?




WHAT IS RESEARCH?




W H AT I S R ES E A Rc H ? a detailed study of a subject,

especially in order to discover (new)

information or reach a (new)
Research is work that understanding
involves studying Cambridge Dictionary
something and trying to
discover facts about it.

Collins Dictionary

investigation or experimentation
aimed at the discovery and
interpretation of facts, revision of
accepted theories or laws in the light
of new facts, or practical application

the systematic investigation
of such new or revised theories or

into and study of materials

laws
Merriam-Webster Dictionary

and sources in order to
establish facts and reach new
conclusions.

Oxford Dictionaries



WHAT IS RESEARCH? : of o subject,

especially in order to (new)

information or reach a (new)

Research is work that
involves studying Cambridge Dictionary
something and trying to

facts about it.

Collins Dictionary

investigation or experimentation
aimed at the and

of facts, revision of
accepted theories or laws in the light
of new facts, or practical application

the investigation
of such new or revised theories or

into and study of materials
and sources in order to
facts and reach new

laws
Merriam-Webster Dictionary

Oxford Dictionaries



WHY DO
WA=
RESEARCH?

Make a list!




WHY DO WE
RESEARCH?

Add to knowledge
- subject /
pedagogical

Improve own
practice

Fill ‘gaps’ in Replicate
knowledge knowledge

Add voices of

individuals to
knowledge




WHY DO WE RESEARCH? \ /

“You do not have to begin with a 'problem’. All you I —
need is a general idea that something might be |
improved. Your general idea may stem from a 11
promising new idea or the recognition that existing I8
practice falls short of aspiration.” n‘;
Kemmis & McTaggart (1988) 3

Kemmis, S. and McTaggart, R. (eds) (1988) The action research
planner. 3rd edition. Belmont, Victoria: Deakin University



WHAT ARE THE
FEATURES OF A

SKILLED
RESEARCHER?







THE RESEARCH PROCESS



THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Step-by-step or a cycle of activity?

1.
Identifying
The

Problem

8. Writing
The Report

2. Reviewing
Literature

3. Setting
Research
And Questions,

» Research £=
Process &

iEduNote com

7. Processing

4. Choosing
The Study
Design

6. Collecting
Data

5. Deciding
On The

Sample
Design




| THE RESEARCH ONION

Positivism

Inductive

Start from the outside and peel each
layer away until you reach the core.

||
Qualitative Critical realism

Experimental

\

Interpretivism \

Survey

Cross-sectional

Case study

. . /
These layers are broken up into six |
main areas:

Deductive

Mixed methods

Data collection and
analysis /
/

e

Ethnography

* research philosophy;

Narratwe

Longitudinal

Grounded theory Abductve

Postmodernism

* research approach;

Quanttative

Action research

Archival research

* research methodology choices;

Pragmatism

* research strategy;
* time horizons; \ /

* data collection techniques and

_ (Saunders et al., 2007)
analysis.



Broad
purposes
of

research

J |

Kind of
question

-
analysis
(paradigm)

Design
frame

Techniques
for

gathering
data

The process of research design:

Understanding I Evaluating |

Finding out "What a phenomenon

there Is' or ‘What

exists' I Improving practice |
Finding out if

something works

‘whn ;i'a“{iwel What's ;;oic{dl '"'Wr{at’na'ppec{s‘l "wn""'l-{(}ésaies"

situation? on here? when? with what?
[ Literature review
l_.ﬁl,‘&'PSF!'F ~~ > By numbers
: Action ] [ Case study J [ Comparative study ]
- - ) Longitudinal Cross-sectional
Evaluation ] [ Bwperment ) study study
~ Y
Documentary Diary Questionnaire Interview
analysis
= o Using Structured Unstructured
I D;,:?;‘s'f: existing | observation observation

. datasels

Thamae (N1 77)

uoypsijpnidasuor)

UOIOSI|PNIXDIUOD)



The process of research design:

O ’ Understanding Evaluating ’
Finding out "What ‘ ‘ I
there Is' or ‘What iAok L by [
exists' = Improving practice
Finding out if
something works
Kind of Whal's ihe | What's gdng AWhat ha'ppens Wriat relates
question situation? on here? whaen? with what?
L
ol ! Literature review
Kind of
analysis L By words - » By numbers |
e ______|]
/L' Action [ Comparative stud ]
Design research ] [Case study J : X Y
frame - -
- r _ Longitudinal Cross-sectional
‘J\_} Evaluation J A Experiment ) study study
~
v __________________________________________________________________________
Toa::?u" Documentary l Diary ’ Questionnaire Interview I

mmng analysis

S e Using Structured Unstructured

analvsis existing obsaervation observation
Y datasetls ‘ ‘

Thamae (ON177)
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I. CONCEPTUALISATION

Broad = - Understanding ( Evaluating
Finding out “‘What P
pun;c')aos there iIs’' or "What R PHSnomencn :
research exists' . Improving practice
] [ ‘ Finding out if
\_\/, something works

Step One: What is the topic?

The first step of any project is to determine what you want to study.

Step Two: What is my problem? Why should anyone care about my problem?

You must then establish the problem your project hopes to solve, including filling in a
gap or extending the literature in a new and exciting direction.



A visual representation of key themes, conce
organizations, people, units or theories.

This could be:

* shown as a spider diagram, built around one theme; —

* shown as a flow chart; — WP

* shown as ‘tree’ diagram (Miles and Huberman, 1994)
You could:
* use lines to show connections.

* use different shapes to symbolize different components
(e.g., using squares for organizations; circles for people).



I. CONCEPTUALISATION

Understanding Evaluating

Broad S
Finding out "What
a phenomenon
pur;::)?ses there is’' or "What »
research exists’ Improving practice

] [ ‘ Finding out if
something works

Step One: What is the topic?

The first step of any project is to determine what you want to study.

Step Two: What is my problem? Why should anyone care about my problem?

You must then establish the problem your project hopes to solve, including filling
in a gap or extending the literature in a new and exciting direction.



STEP 2
WHAT IS MY RESEARCH PROBLEM?

A research problem could be:
O a statement about an area of concern;
o a condition to be improved,;

o a difficulty to be eliminated, or a troubling question that exists in scholarly
literature, in theory, or in practice;

that points to the need for meaningful understanding and deliberate investigation.



STEP 2
WHAT IS MY RESEARCH PROBLEM?

Additionally, you could explain your intention.

Are you hoping:

to contribute to the academic or professional literature?
to evaluate a policy or programme?

to contribute to social reform?

What does your intended audience already know or want to know?¢ (Booth et al., 2008)



STEP 2
WHAT IS MY
INTENTION?

Table 2.6 What is my intention?

Possible audience(s) Possible research problem formation Possible contributions
e Academics Are interested in building ... That contributes to ...
* Professionals e Theoretical frameworks e Scholarly or professional literature
e Concepts + Programme evaluation
e Empirical data ¢ Policy reform
e Evaluation * Social reform
¢ Providing new factual information
¢ Solving a practical problem
¢ Professionals Are interested in building ... That contributes to ...
¢ EUI'CV macllﬁerst q e Concepts e Policy reform
¢ broup un‘ er stuay e Empirical data ¢ Social reform
¢ Community group e Evaluation ¢ Providing new factual information
¢ Solving a practical problem
e General public Are interested in building ... That contributes to ...

e Popular media e Concepts

e Empirical data
e Evaluation

Policy reform

Social reform

Providing new factual information
Solving practical problems

Popular discourse (e.qg., entertainment)

Aurini, Heath and Howells, 2016



STEP 2
WHAT IS MY RESEARCH PROBLEM?

Your purpose statement forces you to articulate:

‘why you want to do the study and what you intend to accomplish’ (Locke et al., 2000).

If previous research sufficiently addresses the questions or issues you are interested in, why do
we need another study?

Your goal is to find a gap that your research project can fill.



WHAT IS MY
RESEARCH PROBLEM

PROBLEM?
/ Where? Wh07

@i\q When

SOLUTION




WRITE THE PROBLEM STATEMENT

Who?
What?
How?

What is the overall goal?



EXAMPLE OF PROBLEM
STATEMENT:

The purpose of this research
project is to [verb: assess,
understand, evaluate, improve,
etc.] the [topic, effect, result]
for [students/teachers/other]
at [place].




LINKED TO THIS...
WHAT TYPE OF RESEARCH WILL IT BE?

Exploratory - Investigates an area or issue where little previous work has been carried out. In an
organisational setting, it may be used to discover whether or not a problem exists.

Example: investigation of students’ perceptions of IT services.

Descriptive - Aims to gather information on relationships, patterns and links between variables.
Example: research on the link between students' study skills and course drop-out rates.

Explanatory - Investigates why relationships, patterns and links occur.
Example: how study skills support can improve student retention.

Evaluative - Evaluates the impact of something; e.g. a new policy, event, law, treatment regime or
system.

Example: an evaluation of the impact of the Olympic Games on host nations.

Predictive - Develops a model to predict the likely course of events given particular variables or
circumstances.

Example: to predict customers’ buying behaviour in retail.



The process of research design:

Broad S ’ Understanding | Evaluating ’
Finding out "What ‘ enomenon ‘
P uu;c:sos there Is' or ‘What s [
research exists' Improving practice

Finding out if

—_ = - -
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Literature review
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2. CONTEXTUALISATION

Kind of What's the | What's going What happens What relates
situation? } on haere? when?? with what?

question
| {

- -

Literature review

Placing the research within the context of similar research by others.
You will need to complete a detailed literature search.

This will then help you to decide on your research question(s) next week.






ECDE7002: ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 1

45% Written
Wordcount: 3500 words

Critically reflect on research paradigms that would enable you to conduct a mixed methods enquiry that
would meet identified research questions.

With reference to relevant literature,fidentify an area of research you may want to explore. Create between
1 and 3 research questions that would be answerable through a mixed methods approach to data collection.

Critically appraise qualitative and quantitative research paradigms which link to your research questions,
justifying why they are appropriate.



ECDE7002: ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 1

Rerer (o neeracare o SUPPRPOTL YOUT UCUIslUnNS.

Literature review

What does the published literature say about your topic?
Do authors agree or disagree?

are proposing?

Is there a gap in the ||terature that you intend to fill?

800

\A/

rel A vniir fanic?

wialal

What is the purpose of a literature review?




What is the

purpose of a

literature review?




Show relationships
between previous
studies or theories

Establish
similarities and
differences

|dentify main

ideas, conclusions

and theories

Find out what
information exists
in a specific field

What is the

purpose of a

literature review?

|dentify main
methodologies
and research
techniques

|dentify gaps in
literature

specific field

Identify seminal
works

Find authors in a



WRITING A LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature review gives you a chance to:

Provide a comprehensive survey of the works published in a particular discipline or area of
research over a specified period of time;

Demonstrate your knowledge of scholarly debates around a topic;

Evaluate the current state of research.

The content will look slightly different in each case, but the process of conducting a
literature review follows the same steps.



DISCUSSION

Why is academic literature important in research?




STEP 1: SEARCH FOR RELEVANT LITERATURE

Before you begin searching for literature, you need a clearly defined topic.

You will have to choose a focus and develop a central question/statement to
direct your search.



DISCUSSION

How do we know what sort of information we are
looking for?

How can we judge whether information is relevant?

Are some sources of literature ‘better’ than other
sources?




SOURCES OF LITERATURE

Sources of literature can be divided into three
categories:

* Primary literature sources
* Secondary literature sources

* Tertiary literature sources




Primary Source Secondary Source Tertiary Source

e Original materials e Accounts that were written after the e Attempt to digest and distill
e From the time period involved fact and influenced by hindsight, or information from primary and
e Events described as they happen higher level of understanding about the secondary sources.

without commentary situation e Sources that index, organize or compile
e Not filtered through interpretation or e Not evidence but rather a discussion of other sources.

evaluation or commentary on evidence. e Often these sources are not credited to
e Usually the first appearance of e Offer analysis or restate elements of a single author.

information in physical or electronic primary sources.

format e Attempt to explain, summarize,

interpret, or reorganize information
provided by primary sources.
Examples Examples Examples

e Audio recordings (radio or podcasts) e Commentaries or criticisms e Dictionaries
e Interviews e Magazine and newspaper articles that e Wikipedia
e Letters were written after an event e Encyclopedias
e Newspapers that were written at the e Biographies e Factbooks

time of an event e Histories e Handbooks
e Photographs and videos e Textbooks e Manuals
e Speeches e Political analysis or commentary
e Memos
e Diaries
e Autobiographies




Primary Sources (aka Excellent

Sources):

Speeches, interviews, co nversations,
autobiographies, memaoirs, personal

Secondary Sources (aka Good Sources):

Scholarly articles, biographies, anything
thatincludes commentary/discussion of
the primary source.

Tertiary Sources (aka Fair Sources):

Dictionaries, encyclopedias,
handbooks, anythingthat presents a
summary of the primary source.

Not Good Sources but Good
Placesto Start:

Wikipedia, personal blogs, etc,




Primary Sources (aka Excellent

Sources):

Speeches, interviews, co nversations,
autobiographies, memaoirs, personal

Secondary Sources (aka Good Sources):

Scholarly articles, biographies, anything
thatincludes commentary/discussion of
the primary source.

Tertiary Sources (aka Fair Sources):

Dictionaries, encyclopedias

handbooks, anythingthat presents a

summary of the primary source.

Not Good Sources but Good
Placesto Start:

Wikipedia, personal blogs, etc,




PREPARATION FOR THE NEXT SESSION (1):

Think about an area /topic/theme that interests you;

Undertake a search of the literature using the UWTSD library system and /or Google Scholar and/or
JSTOR. Use keywords and phrases.

Find out:
How much literature exists about your topic? How many sources are available?;
Is it the work of a small number of authors or do several authors write about the topic?;
Is the work based on international studies or is it limited to one/a few countries?

Has the literature been written in English, another language, or a mixture?



SEARCH "SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION’

About 4,270,000 results (0.03 sec)

Google Scholar

Articles

Any time

Since 2023
Since 2022
Since 2019

Custom range...

Sort by relevance
Sort by date

Any type
Review articles

include patents

v/ include citations

Create alert

poF] Second language acquisition
S Krashen - Second Language Learning, 1981 - academia.edu

[PDF] academia.edu

This book is concerned with what has been called the" Monitor Theory" of adult second language
acquisition. Monitor Theory hypothesizes that adults have two independent systems for ...

Y¢ Save P9 Cite Cited by 16922 Related articles All 21 versions 9%

Second language acquisition
L Ortega - The Routledge handbook of applied linguistics, 2011 - api.taylorfrancis.com

In this chapter, | identify key concepts in language learning and language education. Rather
than attempting to compile a comprehensive inventory of concepts, undoubtedly limited by ...

Y¢ Save Y9 Cite Cited by 168 Related articles $9

Awareness and second language acquisition
R Schmidt - Annual review of applied linguistics, 1992 - cambridge.org

[PDF] academia.edu

... In the Chomskyan tradition, UG refers not to properties of language as the ... language
acquisition. One question asked within this tradition has been whether or not second language ...

Yy Save 99 Cite Cited by 1778 Related articles All 6 versions

[Book] Second language acquisition
W Klein - 1986 - books.google.com

[PDF] mpg.de



SINCE 2023

Go gle Scholar second language acquisition

& Articles About 25,700 results (0.07 sec)

Second Language Acquisition

Since 2023 YS A'’zamjonovna, KM Murotovna - Miasto |

INCe ... of the studied language "grows" from the
Since 2019 material of this article reflects the professior

~ e A gave DY Cite Cited by 18 Related 3




Introduction

(scope and structure)

Background, more to do
<—— with your topic area than
your research question

Distantly related
to your work

—

Narrow categories
you may deal with
sources in more detail

Closer to what you’re
doing but not
matched directly

Research that is Categories close to your

particularly research and you may
pertinent to find you are looking at a
your work few key papers in detail

Your study/current research issues



HOW WILL YOU ‘NARROW DOWN" THE LITERATURE
SO THAT THE READING IS MANAGEABLE?




NARROW DOWN YOUR SEARCH. ..
-

Google Scholar

Articles

Case law

Profiles

¢

My profile

My library

(I

Alerts

8

Metrics

Then click here:
—).

Advanced search

L,

£ Settings



NARROW DOWN YOUR SEARCH. ..

second language acquisition

Case law ™ML Linguistic alignment in second language acquisition: A methodological [HTML] sciencedirect.com
review
Profiles YJ Kim, M Michel - System, 2023 - Elsevier
... Given that our main intere[ T o - S T
‘ processing, where alignment, X Advanced search n
My profile Y¢ Save 99 Cite Cited by
My library L Find articles
ipoF] The contribution g _ — F1 cell.com
Ao language acquisition with all of the words ‘ kecond language acquisition ‘ | View
Y Zhang - Heliyon, 2023 - cel with the exact phrase
Metrics De§p|te the scarce adoptic with at least one of the words
to mainstream second langu
3¢ Save Y9 Cite Related without the words
Advanced search where my words occur @ anywhere in the article
sBook] Second Languz in the title of the article

SE Pfenninger, J Festman, D
... As we go through life, our

.. researchers in second lar
Y% Save 99 Cite Cited by Return articles published in

C

Settings Return articles authored by

e.g., "PJ Hayes" or McCarthy

e.g., J Biol Chem or Nature

Current Approaches in Return articles dated between 2023 —

Guide e.g., 1996

A Mackey, SM C -2023 -

... Another example of this trend of academic journals devoting space to showcasing and

revisiting research methods in our field include Studies in Second Language Acquisition, which ...
Y% Save 99 Cite Related articles All 2 versions 99

Viewing Second Language Acquisition from the Philosophical Perspective of
Mindfulness



PREPARATION FOR THE NEXT SESSION (1):

e Think about an area/topic/theme that interests you;

e Undertake a search of the literature using the UWTSD library system and /or Google Scholar:
hitps://scholar.google.com and /or JSTOR. Use keywords and phrases.

Find out:
(a) How much literature exists about your topic? How many sources are available?;
(b) Is it the work of a small number of authors or do several authors write about the topic?;
(c) Is the work based on international studies or is it limited to one/a few countries?

(d) Has the literature been written in English, another language, or a mixture?


https://scholar.google.com/

PREPARATION FOR THE NEXT SESSION (2):

Choose any five of the articles from the selection that you have found. Read the abstract (only).
For each article, ask yourself:
What question or problem is the author addressing?

How does the publication contribute to your understanding of the topic? What are its key
insights and arguments?

What are the results and conclusions of the study?

After you have followed this process for the five publications, consider:
Does each publication relate to the others?

Does it confirm, add to, or challenge established knowledge?



THE RESEARCH JOURNEY

S 150LATION

e s
d

Source: Academic Coaching and Writing



http://www.academiccoachingandwriting.org/dissertation-doctor/the-dissertation-journey/

ANY QUESTIONS?
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