	Target 1 
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  
	Throughout, the essay I have expanded my knowledge and furthered my reading by evaluating wider sources such as websites, journals. 

	Target 2 
	Synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
	I have blended together both my research and points I have made to achieve a stronger evaluation of my work. 

	Target 3 
	Continue to develop a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.
	Through, the essay I have continued to provide suggestions and also having an open mind in developing critical thought to my findings. 





Explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence, teaching, learning and other aspects of the school. 

Within this commentary, there will be exploration into the opportunities and challenges that are faced within School X’s community and thus, take into consideration the impact they may have on the school’s, teaching and learning and pupil’s well-being. 
  
School X is catered to around 600 pupils and is regarded as a community school. A community school is a school that is funded by a local authority or the government, and is thus significant in establishing partnerships, which have two common goals, the first is-helping children learn and achieve whilst, the other is strengthening families and communities (Blank et al, 2003). This encourages the school to work with multi agencies for instance, social services, GP’s, health workers and parents which, hence, establishes a relationship to be formed as community and parent involvement are crucial in bridging the achievement gap among pupils Rose & Gallup, (2003) as it displays that the relationship between community and family matter when it comes to children’s education.
 School X establishes this relationship through outlining the rights of a child throughout their school policy, this has major implications on their school, as every child has rights “without discrimination, irrespective of the child’s his/her parents or legal guardian, race, sex, language religion, disability.” (UNICEF) which allows the school and community to strengthen as it implies that the school will support everyone. With the introduction, of the new curriculum in September 2022, school X has quickly adapted and pinpoint the four purposes and twelve pedological principles, as crucial in producing educational experiences for pupils which link back to their community. Bronfenbrenner (1977) highlights how each pupil and their environment impact them through his ecological systems theory, where he assesses the immediate relationships and environment that surround a child. For instance, he identified how the micro system which includes personal connections to a child e.g., parents, classmates, teachers and the exosystem which is the informal/formal structures for example, the government and community and how they have influence on a child’s Microsystems. This applies to school X as Bronfenbrenner’s theory is evident through their teaching ideology as they emphasise the importance of establishing a good relationship with families, which is shown through their wide range of support systems they offer to family which further, allow the school to evaluate the opportunities and challenges they face when it comes to teaching, learning and pupil well-being. 

[bookmark: _Int_KuX0PTJr]Firstly, School X establishes a strong relationship between families of students that have additional learning needs, as the school identifies around 25% of their pupils as having additional learning needs (estyn report, 2017). Therefore, the school works closely with families in order to offer support and opportunities for their children. For instance, the school has an early identification process which allows them to engage with families of pupils who have ALN, in order to identify which classes, they would be best suited and furthermore, to offer support for the pupils and families. This parallels closely with the practice of Montessori (1909) as she believed in a nurturing and supportive environment for children with additional learning needs. Moreover, Montessori emphasised the importance of recognising and respecting each individuals learning which school X recognises as they highlight the significance of hands on learning and outdoor learning on a child’s who has ALN, psychological development. By following this belief of practice children with ALN, show more positive social interactions and advancement in cognitive development (Else-Quest 2006). Also, the school shows the major opportunities they provide by having a strong relationship with families of ALN children as they offer a two-way communication between parents and staff through an online tool, suggesting the influence they are able to have on that child’s education (estyn report, 2017). 

Additionally, school X prides itself on community and family support, which is presented clearly as noted in Estyn report (2017) that school X has a highly effective partnership with parents, local schools and community which have a beneficial effect on pupils learning and well-being. For example, school X establishment of different support groups such as mother and toddler group, stay and play and the ELSA family program. It enables the school to have a closer relationship with families and the community which offers major opportunities for the school in benefiting the home life of their students in order to influence their teaching, learning and well-being. This is a central focus with the ELSA family program as it gives the opportunity for families to discuss difficulties with regard to their children engaging in learning or attendance, thus, the school can then help in order to support the child and their family. Home visits are also essential in bringing a wider understanding to the school on each family, and what facilities and resources they have at home with this knowledge the school is able to provide opportunities for children who at more of a disadvantage. Hilary Clinton, (2007) stated “it takes a village to raise a child.”, which is evident through the school’s practices that they ensure to work in partnership with families, as it is the way schools care about children, is reflected in the way schools care about children’s families, and if they work together this creates better opportunities for both family and pupils (Epstein, 1990). Furthermore, with the introduction of ‘find out Fridays’ this gives families the opportunity to talk about any issues in the community which may be affecting their child, this allows them to voice concerns, share experiences and share advice thus, bringing the school and community closer and strengthening their relationship in order to influence their teaching and learning on pupils. 

According to Official national statistics, school X community is considered one of the highest rates of child poverty in wales, as 61.1% of households were recognised as deprived in 2021. This poses as a challenge for school X for its approaches to teaching and influence as majority of pupil’s cannot afford school uniform, school trips, or even school meals as 29.4% of their pupils are eligible for free school meals which is above the national average. UNICEF (2000 notes in Montgomery, 2003, p.56) that children who live in poverty have poorer health, educational opportunities and worse access to services which will have major effects on a child’s attainment in school. Moreover, Kenway et al, 2005 argues further by stating that there is a strong link between children growing up in poverty and poor educational attainment as low pay, unemployment, economic inactivity and social exclusion all contribute low attainment. This ties with school X as the unemployment statistics in the area were at around 3.6% at the end of June 2023 and thus, highlights a challenge for the school in regard to teaching and pupil well-being.

[bookmark: _Int_SwwyoJAH] However, it can be recognised that the school overcomes this challenge, as they are aware that 33% of their pupils are eligible for free school meals which is above the national average (Estyn report, 2017). As John Rawls, 1971, stated with his theory of ‘justice as fairness’ which notes the importance of socio-economic context of a family, and how this may have negative impact on a child as there is a link between disadvantaged children and free school meals. Hence, with the school’s introduction of the ‘take what you need trolley’, it provides equal distribution of food, toys, books and clothes, which highlights how school X recognises that they are located in a deprived area and enables them to give support to pupils who are struggling. Furthermore, it correlates to the understanding and use of the ‘hierarchy of needs’ principle Maslow, (1943) as he expressed the significance of meeting the basic psychological need of a child which is food. Douglas et al, (2011) even argued that scholars and scientists cannot deny that food remains a basic human need which signifies the importance to a child’s attainment and learning as Alderman et al, (2008) noted how providing children with better nutrition such as free school meals can improve cognitive ability, suggesting once again how school X overcomes this challenge and centralises its focus on pupils' well-being. 

With the introduction of the new curriculum in 2022, and the implementation of the teaching and learning of welsh becoming mandatory in all welsh schools, as the welsh government aim to have have one million welsh speakers before 2050 (welsh government). This poses a challenge for school X as official national statistics discovered in 2021, that the welsh speakers in school X’s area have decreased from 19.2% in 2011 to 17% in 2021. Thus, explaining the introduction of welsh into the new curriculum, as stated by Jewell (2023) that it is “deeply concerning that the figures of welsh speakers are not increasing.”  In further relation, the Estyn report (2017) highlighted how a majority of children come from an English-speaking home as it was reported that very few pupils spoke welsh at home. This poses a further challenge for school X as around 10 to 30% of people in their community speak welsh compared to Ceredigion or Carmarthenshire which has over 70% of welsh speakers hence, putting them at a disadvantage. Overall, they should concentrate on incorporating welsh into lessons, for instance, simple words and phrases that will allow pupils to interact and will thus, have better influence on a child to bring them closer to their own community as otherwise, it will cause a huge challenge for school X and its community. 


In conclusion, school X partnership with their community is integral as it allows a broader relationship to be established between the school and families which live within the community. This is crucial as a goal-linked programme of school, family and community partnerships are at the core of a good school organisation (Bryn et al, 2010 notes, in Epstein, 2018). Therefore, being at the fundamental core of the community, this helps the school recognise their opportunities and challenges within their community yet, also allows them to establish support. For instance, their introduction of the ‘take what you need trolley’ helps those who are struggling and their use of the ELSA family program issues emotional support to families who need a little extra support in contacting 3rd parities e.g., benefits and housing. Moreover, school X, ‘Dock leaf project’ has tackled issues such as employment, as parents and carers who are unemployed are welcome to volunteer two days a week at the school. Hence, through these collaborations it allows a sense of togetherness which strengthens their influences on teaching and learning for their pupils. Through, researching school X and it’s influences on its community, it has made me think about how this will influence myself when I attend placement. I have decided to set it out in three targets linking to the professional standards of teaching and leadership QTS. Firstly, through working closely together with pupil's families, I will ensure to understand any learning difficulties that pupils may have in order to create an open environment in evaluating the strengths of how pupils will learn. Secondly, I will demonstrate good curriculum knowledge in order to link it to my lesson planning which allow me to achieve higher attainment levels for my pupils. Lastly, I will create concise and well structure lessons whilst, recognising the needs of each individual and adapt that into my teaching, which will strengthen my understanding and knowledge and will allow the child to progress. 
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