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Introduction
This my object scrapbook for the Module called Funerary Beliefs in Ancient Egypt. We had to choose an object to study and research for the assessments from a choice of five. The five objects were: Paddle Doll, Statue Fragment, Amulet Mould, Wooden Female Figurine and Clappers.  I chose to do my assessments on the Paddle Doll.
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As I mentioned before, other paddle dolls had strings of beads attached to their necks. With these strings of beads attached, the paddle dolls could be held and shaken to produce a sound. I think that this function was to protect the dead by driving evil forces, such as bad spirits.
The object is a Paddle Doll. It is made of wood. This type of wood has yet to be identified, but it is believed that the wood originated from the local area and so is referred to as the local wood. The wood is carved into the shape of a person, which compared to other paddle dolls is missing its shoulders and the strings of beads attached to the top of its neck. The Paddle Doll has markings painted onto its wooden body. It has a marking at the top of its body that appears to be some kind of scarf, as the marking is connected from the front and back side and the part of the marking which is on the back looks like two ends of a scarf with little strands hanging off both of those ends. It has a triangular marking at the bottom of its front side which is just under another marking that is a straight line. The triangular marking is supposed to represent the pubic area of a woman; therefore the object is a female figure. Paddle dolls were often found buried with the deceased.
About the object

The Wider Funerary Sphere

This is Hathor
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Now the first connection I found about paddle dolls in the wider funerary sphere is the Khener Dancers. The Khener Dancers were a Theban dancing group that was dedicated to the goddess Hathor, who was the goddess of the sky, fertility and rebirth, amongst other things. They consisted of mostly women but also included men as well. They were depicted as being heavily tattooed. The tattoos they had were usually diamond shaped. They performed rituals and clapped, danced and chanted. They used clappers to make noise. This is significant because clappers and paddle dolls were often found buried together with the deceased. Many paddle dolls have diamond tattoos on them, so it is theorized that they represent the Khener Dancers.
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The second type of object that the Paddle Doll may be a type of Menat necklace. A Menat necklace was comprised of multiple strings of beads attached to a metal counterweight. When held by its counterweight, it could be shaken to produce a noise. This is exactly what the paddle dolls could do, be shaken to make noise. Menat necklaces were dedicated to Hathor, as Menat is another name for Hathor. Hathor had an instrument called a Sistrum which she played to drive evil spirits away. Therefore, it can be assumed that the noise produced by paddle dolls and Menat necklaces is used to protect the dead from evil spirits.
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