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What type of Writer am I?

by Shyann Lewis - Wednesday, 26 October 2022, 6:30 PM

As a lover of the art that is music and someone who truly enjoys singing, naturally I began as a writer of songs. When it comes to music my favourite aspect aside from the beat, is listening keenly to the lyrics. For me it is really what makes or breaks a song. I believe a good song comprises of lyrics that paint a picture, lyrics that take you on a visual journey, touching your very emotions. It is the expressing of one’s true feelings, sharing of a memory; it is even the advocate for change. A good song is life itself. When I write songs, I look at it from a poetic standpoint and enjoy when the listener can build their own perspective from my lyrics.

I would consider myself to be a simplistic writer as I like being straight to the point in whatever I put on the page and I am an avid believer that writing does not have to be lengthy in order to be great and create positive impact. Whether in academic writing or a fun non-fiction piece.

Although I may not have had years practicing with the many selection of writing styles, putting song writing aside, I appreciate writing that stems from or takes a journalistic type approach where I research and gather information from different people for instance, via interview to compose my piece. When I read, I find that having a grounded and factual based body of work tends to keep my attention and has me engaged from beginning to end thus, taking this approach to writing myself, keeps me excited and inspired to share my findings and finished work with others. My last creative writing piece saw me writing on one of favourite subjects…FOOD. I wrote a short article on the Lampeter Food Festival (of which I had the pleasure to not only attend, but take part in for the first time this year), which had aspects of compare and contrast to the Food Festivals held back in my home country of St. Vincent and the Grenadines within my work. Acquiring information and creating a picture through words for my readers who may have never been to either festivals was enjoyable to do.

It is my hope, that at the end of this module my skills in writing will see vast improvement, and that I will finish having learnt more on various writing styles, further filling my chest with valuable information to hone or add to my skills, and build my knowledge with the assistance from each and every one of my classmates.
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Re: What type of Writer am I?

by Nammu Griffiths-Johns - Wednesday, 26 October 2022, 8:05 PM

I think you have a great journalistic tone to your writing and you would easily find a job within that
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line if its what you wanted. I loved working on love lampeter with you and enjoyed your review of the food festival
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by Shyann Lewis - Wednesday, 26 October 2022, 9:48 PM

Thank you for your reply nammu. I really enjoyed your work as well. Looking forward to learning from you all!
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Re: What type of Writer am I?

by Paul Wright - Thursday, 27 October 2022, 1:55 PM

Can you share the article and a sample song?0

Have a look at this:0

https://prsfoundation.com/funding-support/
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Re: What type of Writer am I?

by Richard Temple-Purcell - Sunday, 30 October 2022, 4:15 PM

Seconding what Nammu said - love your journalistic style, and the Love Lampter piece was great. Permalink 
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Sample of my Writing

by Shyann Lewis - Wednesday, 26 October 2022, 6:32 PM

The Lampeter Food Festival

Every year the people of Lampeter revel in the much-anticipated Gwyl Fwyd Llanbed Lampeter Food Festival, and much like the National Heroes Day festival in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, a myriad of patrons gather to partake in the countless festivities. On St Vincent, these activities range from, but are not limited to, the playing of multiple traditional games, mingling amongst countrymen while dancing to local music and indulging in a plethora of local cuisine and delicacies ranging from sweet-savoury doucouna and sweet potato pudding to cassava bread and modongo dumplings. Here in Lampeter, it is quite the euphoric experience as well with all the same eating, dancing, and mingling. In an interview with the Canolfan Tir Glass project Director and Lampeter Food Festival Founder Hazel Thomas, I had the honour of gaining her insight and keen knowledge of this celebrated and greatly awaited event.

The inaugural food festival in Lampeter was decided upon by the Lampeter Chamber of Trade one Saturday in July 1998, when the aforementioned had the grand idea to incorporate food, music, people and culture on the High Street of Lampeter. According to Hazel Thomas, “It was a great day but very modest and small.” A year later in 1999, arrangements were put in place to have the festivities redirected from the High Street to the University and that was a great success.

Hazel mentioned that “His Royal Highness, Prince Charles the Prince of Wales was invited to open the event with the support of both Peter Segger and Patrick Holden who had moved to the area in the late 70s to start an Organic Farming Movement. The Prince of Wales opened the event in July 1999 and the event went from strength to strength.”

Hazel managed and organized the Food Festival event for seven years until she relinquished her duties and transferred them to the staff here at the University of Wales Trinity St David.

“I was called back in 2019 to help set up the Chef’s Cookery Demonstration area which I loved,” Hazel later mentioned.

For Hazel, “the idea behind the first event was to draw attention to the local food producers within the Ceredigion region and further” and this has been the main driving force for the event throughout the years.

The Gwyl Fwyd Llanbed has since received funding from the Welsh Government to aid in covering the costs of the event as the Welsh Government over the years has had an entire department responsible for food here in Wales. Since its inception on July 23rd, natives and visitors alike come together to share the
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experience of a day filled with good people, good music and overall fun, relishing in the spread of delicious foods ranging from marsh lamb, Welsh meatballs and faggots to cured meats, alcohol and crafts.
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Similarly to the Welsh, Vincentians too celebrate a day of food, music and overall culture to commemorate the selection of National Hero Joseph Chatoyer which first took place on March 14th, 2002. Joseph Chatoyer was the chief leader of the Garifuna people who spearheaded the

1795 revolt against the British. The festivities play a large part in the celebration of the Garifuna culture and honoring the memory of the fallen hero who fought for the island.

The National Heroes Day festival in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, unlike the Gwyl Fwyd Llanbed Lampeter Food Festival, is celebrated across the entire country in several communities, known as the Garifuna Villages. These villages are an annual hub where thousands of patrons gather to celebrate and show their respect and appreciation as well as partake in lovely and delicious dishes locally prepared and heavily representing the Garifuna culture. The Garifuna are a people descended from the Afro-Indigenous population of escaped and exiled slaves.

The celebration, though national, is also widely enjoyed by the Garifuna diaspora in countries such as Belize, Honduras and Guatemala to name a few.

The day commences with speeches from local dignitaries and a visit to the resting place of the fallen Hero, followed by presentations from members of the Garifuna community. It then becomes a melting pot as locals enjoy each other’s company through dance, food, chattering and friendly competitions. The venues are extravagantly decorated to create a time that once was; recreating in actual life size, the homes and huts in which the Garifuna once dwelled.

Though celebrated in two different parts of the world and for entirely different purposes, it can be fairly said that both countries have a natural love and respect for good food, good music and an overall good time. Food is happiness, food is culture, food is Love.

Written by – Shyann Lewis
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	Sorry only saw this after your first post.0
	
	

	
	
	You bring the two places together well and the end is great.0
	
	

	
	
	Why did you choose to highlight political and funding issues? 0
	
	

	
	
	You might want to check out https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/writing-food-history-9781847888099/
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	A Short Sample Song
	

	by Shyann Lewis - Thursday, 3 November 2022, 2:04 AM
	


Sample of one of my songs

Same Sad Songs

Verse 1

Sitting in the silence

Lost in my thoughts

Lost in the puzzle of you

Steady in this stillness

Your love, so complicated

Just can’t get over you

Bridge

Oh you make me feel

Things I’ve never felt before

Wish you could see

How it hurts me when you switch up

Chorus

And so I hide away

Stuck here in my room again

Listening the same sad songs

Don’t know why

Why I tell myself the next time it’ll be different

1/4
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Listening the same sad songs


Verse 2

I like you

You say that you like me

Sometimes it doesn’t feel that way

The chance is unlikely

Very unlikely

That you’re ever gonna change

Bridge

Oh you make me feel

Things I’ve never felt before

Wish you could see

How it hurts me when you switch up

Chorus

And so I hide away

Stuck here in my room again

Listening the same sad songs

Don’t know why

Why I tell myself the next time it’ll be different

Listening the same sad songs

Repeat Bridge

Repeat Chorus

End song.

Note for Context: This song was written while I was in my room and imaging how it may feel to be unfairly treated in a relationship, as in the song the person is in a position where they give their love but does not have it reciprocated how they desire. Despite this they still continue to dish out chance after chance to the person they love, only to find themselves in the same melancholy situation repeatedly.
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Re: A Short Sample Song

by Paul Wright - Friday, 4 November 2022, 5:07 PM


Do you write music or just only?
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Nawe Job options

by Shyann Lewis - Thursday, 3 November 2022, 7:10 PM

The NAWE options

Having spent sufficient time browsing through the NAWE website I encountered several job openings

however, the one that sparked my interest was that of the Hay Festival Hay-On-Wye

(https://www.hayfestival.com/wales/jobs). The festival coordinators are in search of a Marketing Manager

and this caught my attention as it does not only require you to have had prior marketing skills but, also

entails you having to exercise your creativity and creative writing skills to properly execute the assigned

task in promoting the festival. I believe the role to be a good fit for me, as I will be able to further explore

the world of journalistic writing as it surrounds another popular festival. The job also calls for the

employee to have a passion for the arts and experience in engaging, educating and motivating target

audiences through marketing campaigns which for me is even more compelling since I have experience

in events and planning. In opposed to filling out a form, the employer takes the traditional route and ask

that applicants apply by sending in a letter detailing why their experience fits the role and ask that this

letter be accompanied by a CV.
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Re: Nawe Job options

by Paul Wright - Friday, 4 November 2022, 4:58 PM

Ok0

Post up draft material and bring to class.0

How much of the required experience do you have and how much is thought experiment at this stage? Not a problem for assessment just something to reflect upon.
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Marketing Manager Application Letter

Shyann Lewis
SA48 7ED, College Street Lampeter
+44 0739 2464111 | ShyannLewis2@gmail.com

November 13th 2022

Shyann Lewis

SA48 7ED

College Street, Lampeter

(+44) 0739 2464111

ShyannLewis2@gmail.com
Dear Hiring Manager,


This letter serves to show my interest in the currently available post for Marketing Manager within your esteemed establishment, as publicised across the NAWE website.
I am an ambitious individual who prides herself in reliability and diligence in order to achieve objectives and goals in life. Having served in the customer service area for over three (3) years, my interpersonal and communication skills were able to consistently develop, thus making me well-versed in connecting, understanding and working along with diverse personalities in a multicultural environment. Being placed in multiple leadership positions throughout my life, whether it be in the workplace or in the church establishment, has allowed me to hone managerial abilities: from keeping records and applying marketing techniques to boost sales, handling and issuing funds, to overall spearheading business operation in absence of my manager. I believe in teamwork and communication as they not only aid in character building but also encourage trust and create rapport between team members thus helping to create a safe, cooperative and productive work environment, which from my experience results only in positive outcomes. 

I treasure any opportunity to further learn and develop my skills and abilities especially in an environment that would allow me freedom of creativity while further expanding within the marketing space. If given the opportunity to fill this position, I can assure you that I will perform the role diligently, and I am confident that I will successfully contribute to and serve your establishment well. I appreciate your time and I thank you for viewing my resume, I also thank you in advance for considering my application. 
Sincerely, 
Shyann Lewis. 

Marketing Manager Application: Curriculum Vitae (CV)

Name: Shyann Lewis   

Address: SA48 7ED College Street, Lampeter

Date of Birth: September 18, 1997
Email: ShyannLewis2@gmail.com              

Telephone Number: (+44) 0739 2464111
Marital Status: Single

Educational Profile
University of Wale Trinity St David (Current Student) - BA in International Development and Global Politics 

	St. Vincent & the Grenadines Community 

College; Division of Arts Sciences and General 
	Associates Degree 
Information Technology 

	Studies 

(2014 - 2016) 

 
	
	

	St. Vincent Girls’ High School  

(2009 – 2014) 

 
	
	High School Diploma 
 Subject     
                       Grade 

Mathematics                              III 

English A (Language)                 II 

English B (Literature)                 II 

History 
 
 
   III 

Information Technology 
    II 

Integrated Science 
                II 

French              
 
   III 

Spanish 
 
 
    II 

Visual Arts 
 
               III 

	Questelles Primary School 

(2006 – 2009) 

 
	
	Primary School Certificate with local 

Common Entrance passes 

	
	Employment Profile 


	August 2017- December 2021
	Pro-Max Tire, Chauncey Marketing Manager*

	October – January 2016 
*Part time employment 
	 Konservi  
(Start-up Incubatee company; Incubated by the NTCI) 


Business Administrator 

*Part time employment 
Imani Pre-School 
Teacher 
Awards and Achievements 
· NTRC i2 Competition Winner (2016) 
· Representative for St Vincent in the PitchIT Caribbean competition (2016)  
· Former District Youth Treasurer of the Wesleyan Holiness Churches  
· Former Youth Leader at Buccament Bay Wesleyan Holiness Church 
· University of Wales Trinity St David Inspire Intern (Events and Planning) 2022 
· Promax Tire Employee of the year  (2017 – 2021)*
Hobbies 
· Singing 
· Planning events
· Listening to music 
· Painting 
· Counselling  
· Reading 
· Being socially active 
· Cooking 
Professional skills 
· Well versed in Microsoft office suite 

· Quick thinker/problem solver 

· Complete task in timely manner 

· Communicate and work well with others  

· Analytical Skills 

References 
Rev. Cordelia Gibson 

-Certified Hospitality Educator 

-Ministry of Religion / Marriage Officer 

Campden Park Village 

St. Vincent 

Tel: 1784 457-7130 / 1784 528-4082 

Email: ditsie02@gmail.com  

Rev. Cenus Hinds 

-Former District Superintendent (Wesleyan Holiness Church, District of St. Vincent) 

-Ministry of Religion / Marriage Officer 

Layou 

St. Vincent 

Tel: 1784 528-8389 

Email: Pastorhinds@hotmail.com  

Suzette Straker-Simmons  

Teacher  

Bucccament Bay  

St. Vincent 

Tel: 1784-5286262 

Email: suzenje2003@hotmail.com  
Reflection
At the beginning of this class I was quite nervous as I had only been a part of one creative writing class since my time here at the university. Despite my nerves, I was still excited and looked forward to learning more on how I can better prepare myself for the working world as a creative writer. The class initiated with everyone being introduced to what is required or expected of us during the Changemakers module, this was done by our lecturer Paul Wright. The module fully titled “Changemakers: Building your Personal Brand for Sustainable Employment”, had different assessment components with the first part of it having us students share a post on the discussion forum on what type of writer we thought we were, and further asked that we provided a sample or samples of our work along with our answer to the initial question. For me, this was interesting since my only experience had been with songs, academic writing and writing an article on the Lampeter Food festival, which had me comparing it to Food Festivals back in my home country. Although this was the case, I was still able to go about expressing the type of writing that holds my interest and shared examples of both my journalistic article on food, as well as a sample of an original song that I wrote. Moving on from the initial stage, the next required step was for us students to utilize both the NAWE (National Association for writers in Education) and Literature Wales | Developing Literature in Wales websites as a means to locate or identify either a job or a project that we deem suitable for ourselves to do, attaching to this our personal thoughts and opinions on said job or project and how it matches our “sense of self” as a writer. There were two options for the portfolio, students could have either chosen to apply for their written work to be published as a book or apply for a project or job they thought to fit them and the work they produced. For this I chose the latter (project application). For this application the festival coordinators at the Hay Festival Hay-On-Wye, were in search of a Marketing Manager and this role caught my attention, as it did not only require applicants to have had prior marketing skills but, also entails you having to exercise your creativity and creative writing skills to properly execute the assigned task in promoting the festival. The job also called for the employee to have a passion for the arts and experience in engaging, educating and motivating target audiences through marketing campaigns which for me was further compelling since I have experience in events and planning. Having posted the key requirements sort after by the employer to the discussion forum, I went on to working on my application letter and my curriculum vitae (CV), which contained a mixture of both real qualifications and aspirational thoughts which main purpose was to highlight what was needed to acquire the Marketing Manager position. The two aspirations are seen asterisked within the CV, namely that of Promax Tire Marketing Manager 2017-2021 – whilst I did in fact work at the establishment for that length of time within customer service that was not the role played rather, it was that of assistant manager and cashier. That part was made aspirational as the years of experience met the requirement of the Hay Festival employer. I believe however, that becoming Marketing Manager at Promax Tire would have been attainable over time at the job as I progressed, and more interest in presenting the business to world especially across social media was shown. The other aspiration made was within the Awards and Achievements section of my CV that listed Promax Tire Employee of the year (2017 – 2021) as an achievement and just as the previous noted aspiration, this too was done in order to meet the needs of the hiring establishment and was used as a means to further express the reward of exceptional skills in the area of Marketing Management. Overall, I can say that I enjoyed putting together this portfolio, as it allowed for your work to be showcased, critiqued and assessed by fellow creative, which in turn will assist in writers’ development. Most importantly, it allowed writers to understand and confidently delve into properly putting themselves out in the world as creative writing job applicants.
