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‘The Palestinian Diaspora: a nation’s struggle for legitimacy’ 
Abstract 
The purpose of this research project is to understand and evaluate the struggle of the Palestinian people and their near 75-year struggle for an internationally recognised state. While the Palestinian Diaspora can be traced as far back as the mid-19th century this project will be focusing on the effects from the 1948 Arab-Israeli War upwards. It seems that with every decade presents a new struggle for not only the Palestinian people still living in the state of Palestine, the Gaza strip and the West Bank, but also the near 6 million Palestinian refugees that live throughout the rest of the world. I have chosen the topic of the Palestinian Diaspora, as someone who supports the two state solution and recognises the state of Palestine. I think the migration and treatment of the displaced Palestinian people is of great importance, they come from a state that the majority of world leaders refuse to acknowledge and can often become victims of Islamophobia and Xenophobia. This topic requires more research so that the conversation of a two-state solution can be discussed more openly. The treatment of the Palestinian people is rarely shown in a balanced and informed way on the news, and leading politicians appear to ignore their pleas for help. I want the awareness of the treatment of the Palestinian people and refugees to be raised, and raised more prominently on an International scale.

Aim and Objectives
The aim of this research project is to discuss the challenges faced by the Palestinian refugees that are internationally displaced, as well as expanding on the numerous reasons underpinning the existence of the Palestinian Diaspora. The Objectives of this research project are as follows:
1. What are the major causes of the Palestinian Diaspora, and what is reinforcing the diaspora today?
2. What challenges and barriers do the Palestinian refugees face?
3. What help are organisations such as the United Nations offering to help the people of Palestine, and finally, the possibility of a two-state solution – the positives and drawbacks?

Objective one
In order to make sure that objective one is completed it will be necessary to look at reports on the Palestinian Diaspora, by institutions like Consortium for Applied Research on International Migration (CARIM) as well as knowing the history behind the diaspora like the Arab-Israeli war in 1948 and the events that followed the war. However, it will be difficult to pinpoint all ‘causes’ for the diaspora, as well as the major ones, because the state of palatine is such a controversial topic there is always going to bias and a differing of opinions. This objective will cover these topics:
· The 1948 Arab-Israeli war : What happened during this war that could lead to a near 75-year Diaspora of the Palestinian people, did this war the start of it all or were the other contributing factors around the time?
·  The 1967 Six-Day War, what happened during these six days that would lead to a number of men being encouraged to seek refuge in South-America.
· A large percentage of the Palestinian Diaspora was made up from the two previously mention conflicts as an estimated 21,000 Palestinians a year since 1967 were forced to seek refuge outside of the Israeli controlled areas. What other events have forced the Palestinian people to leave, and what will happen to those who are trapped in areas like the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

Objective two 
Objective two will cover the challenges that the Palestinian refugees face internationally. In 2006 there were 4.2 million Palestinian refugees rising to an approximate six million in 2020. Inevitably the challenges that refugees face in general is hard, but in circumstances where some countries do not recognise Palestine as a state, those  challenges that the Palestinian people face is harder. In some countries the refugees are completely segregated and isolated and unable to contribute their skills to their host country. This objective will cover these topics:
· The places that displaced Palestinians seek refuge?
· How are Palestinian refugees treated? e.g. In Lebanon even if they are trained doctors they are not allowed to work as a doctor. 
· The refusal to grant citizenship for fear that it will affect their right to return to their home country once the conflict with Israel is over.
· The Idea of Palestinian’s right to return, and how their refugee camps are named after their originally hometowns as they believe the right to return is their inalienable right.
· Israel’s treatment of Palestinian peoples properties and land, despite instruction from the United Nations, how they’re making the Palestinian’s right to return home more difficult and near impossible. 

Objective three
Finally, objective three aims to discuss the help that is being offered to the Palestinian people through organisations like the United Nations and Amnesty International, but also smaller less well-known organisations like Muslim Hands and Playgrounds for Palestine. This objective will also discuss if the aid being offered by these organisations is substantial and actually beneficial for the Palestinian people. Finally, this objective will conclude with a discussion on a solution for the conflict between Israel and Palestine, is there a viable option that includes a two-state solution or will the conflict be a constant struggle for the Palestinian people. 
· The United Nations establishing the ‘United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East’ in 1949. What does it do, and the reality of their impact?
· Whether Amnesty International has impacted positively on behalf of the Palestinian refugees, and if not what have been the challenges? 
· Smaller Charities for the aid of the Palestinian people i.e. Playgrounds for Palestine and the aid and enrichment they provide for the children currently living in and around Palestine; and also how they are helping Palestinian farmers with olive oil production.
· An evaluation of the concept of a two-state solution, and whether, within this evaluation, how achievable could this be. This will be couched in a sensitive examination of any viable options of peace.







3

