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what is social criminology? ​
H.Wikstrom,(2017) describes social criminology as the study of the social and behavioural consequences of the actions between people and their environment. In short social criminology is a method of researching why crime is committed through looking at the social implications and the social environment surrounding a criminal to determine whether there Is a link between their environment and why they commit a crime.
​
The research is based on several factors such as the population of a given area and the grouping of people within a particular area, the economic divide between the population, and many other factors that are mentioned through social criminology theories such as the Chicago school theory and the social strain theory. 
The basis of my presentation will be around these two theories. 

Social criminology research and theories indicate that a criminal is made and is not born as the premise behind the social implications of criminology are that a person is either driven to crime or that crime is their only option for achieving their goals.​ The premise of the idea is that a person’s environment as well as other factors can lead to a person being more likely to commit a crime and that a person is not born a criminal.

Why is this still the case? ​
The Chicago school theory attempts to answer this question. The basis of the theory is that there are distinct spatial patterns within an area that can indicate where there is likely to be a higher crime rate due to several factors, these include the grouping of individuals in an area that is more likely to commit crime as well as the economic status of that area. The theory tells us from crime statistical research that areas that experience a higher than average level of crime often have specific groups of people that can be found in that area. From the research, they have concluded that the most common group of individuals that commit crimes was juvenile delinquents between the ages of 10-16. This suggests that areas with a high level of juvenile delinquents can expect to have a higher crime rate than other areas. ​
This was one of the most influential theories within the social criminology understanding as it allows cities to conduct this research and allows them to use this theory as a guideline for looking into crime statistics. 
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A key factor in the Chicago school theory is population numbers within an area. Cities with a higher than an average number of people can expect there to be a higher rate of crime due to fewer opportunities for people to achieve their goals correctly as well as there being an increase in the number of opportunities to commit a crime to survive, this is why more often than not there is a higher level of crime in the central business district of a city compared to a rural suburban area, as the pattern suggests that the majority of the population within a city is located in the central district.


 The second theory that I will be focusing my research on is the social strain theory which is an expansion of the Chicago theory. The idea behind the social strain theory is focused more on the people themselves and not the spatial patterns we can see in an area. The theory is based on evidence that societies with a below-average crime rate and societies that are considered stable according to Merton are societies where people are afraid to commit crime due to a conformity factor. In short, conformity is the idea of people wanting to fit into society and folding to societal norms to appear normal. Theorist Merton, R tells us that the theory combined with studies allow us to find patterns of crime from individuals and areas with individuals who are not afraid to achieve their goals illegitimately through crime as to them it may seem impossible to achieve otherwise, and this is certainly the case in areas with a high population as opportunities to achieve your goals may decrease however more opportunities to commit crime to succeed may arise.
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 ​The two key concepts of the theory are conformity and rebellion, those who conform to social normality and do not commit a crime, and those who wish to rebel against society’s normality. We can also see the factors that go into a person’s decision to conform or rebel, for example, a person who lives in an affluent area and conforms to society is less likely to commit crime as they will receive opportunities to advance in society naturally. However, those who find themselves in poorer areas can expect to receive fewer opportunities and less help in reaching their goals legitimately, and therefore turn to crime to raise their standing in society. This evidence combined with the Chicago theory gives us an understanding of what areas are more likely to have a higher crime rate as well as which groups of people are more likely to commit a crime and why. These theories have given criminology a greater understanding of the social implications that can lead to crime occurring which could also give the public sector how to reduce crime through using the methods to find the patterns of crime. 
As informative and impactful these theories have been both come with their flaws and criticisms, for example, the Chicago school theory is not a base model that can be applied to every city as not all places are the same and thus the results can differ, also the results for the theory published by the School was focused primarily on areas of lower-class meaning that they did not achieve a wide range of statistics and therefore to use the theory effectively and gain correct results you must look at a wide range of people and classes within that area. 
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