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Abstract
This is a report into why the destruction of the Second Temple in 70CE proved to be a decisive turning point for the Jewish community. In this report, I will be outlining all significant changes such as the growing importance of the Synagogue. 
Introduction
In this report, I am going to argue why the destruction of the Second Temple in 70CE proved to be a decisive turning point for Judaism as significant changes were made. I am going to focus on three main sections, the creation of Oral Law, the rise and significance of the synagogue; And celebrations created after the destruction of the Second Temple. In the years after the destruction, the Synagogue was significant to the Jewish people and was the main place to worship God. Secondly, the introduction of Oral Law changed Judaism as it left the 613 mitzvot open to interpretation. From the destruction of the Second Temple, new Jewish celebration started to emerge, and the religion became more family oriented.
Main Body
The Creation of Oral Law
· Mishnah
The Mishnah was written down by the Pharisees and is known as the ‘Book of Laws’. It includes every law and regulation to do with celebrations such as the Sabbath or Shabbat[footnoteRef:8465]. The creation of the Mishnah is documented by Josephus[footnoteRef:4014] and it was created as a reaction to the destruction of the Second Temple.  The Mishnah is compiled of six categories, all detailing what is done in certain situations and how to take care things.  Th are the six categories of the MIshnah.[footnoteRef:4043] Before the Mishnah was written, the Temple was a place to learn the laws in Judaism. This proves the destruction of the second Temple was a turning point for Judaism. [8465:  The Mishnah, Mo’ed]  [4014:  Josephus, Antiquity of the Jews. Chapter 7]  [4043:  The Mishnah, Hebrew Union College, Link: http://huc.edu/research/libraries/guides/rabbinic-literature/mishnah [accessed 01/11/18]
These are the six categories of the Mishnah:
Zera’im (seeds) - agricultural laws
Mo’ed (set times) - holidays and the Sabbath
Nashim (women) - marriage, divorce and vows laws
Nezikin (damages) - civil and criminal laws
Kodashim (Holy things)
Tarohot (purities) - laws of purity] 

· Talmud
The Talmud is piece of Rabbinical text and law in Judaism. It was recorded after the destruction of the Temple, between 2nd and 5th Century. It includes the Halakah, Mishnah and Gemara (see above for the Misnah).The Halakah is Jewish food laws which deem something kosher[footnoteRef:10021]    [10021:  BBC- Religion- Judaism: Talmud accessed at:http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/texts/talmud.shtml ] 

The Rise and Significance of the Synagogue
· Rabbinical Importance and Yeshivot (University for Rabbi’s)
The Rabbi became a more important necessity after the destruction of the Temple. This is because Judaism moved away from a priestly order and to an accessible person who perform all religious ceremonies. Rabbi’s are now important to perform ceremonies such as a Bar Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah.[footnoteRef:13530] Since the Second Temple’s destruction, the term Rabbi can used to describe a person of both genders. However, this is only in certain branches of Judaism. Talk about the population of Rabbi’s [13530:  Bar Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah is a ceremony which welcomes a young person, usually aged 13, into Judaism.] 

· The role of the Synagogue
Synagogues were around in the ‘Temple period’, however they weren’t seen as a sacred place like the Temple, just a place of prayer. The role of the Synagogue is to provide a place of prayer and unity for Jewish people. However, it is argued that the synagogue is not the most significant place of worship for Judaism and that the wailing wall, the only remaining part of the second temple, is more significant.[footnoteRef:8305] [8305:  A Community of Faith, Jonathan Sacks. Page 4] 

· The emulation of the Temple
In the Synagogue, there are emulations and references to the two Temples.  ‘The Ark’ of a synagogue, which always is directed to Israel’ references the Ark of the Covenant, which the Temple’s primary purpose was to keep. The everlasting light refers to the Menorah's which were always lit in the room of the Ark of the Covenant. It also refers to the rededication of the Second Temple (see Hanukkah). 6
Celebrations
· Hanukkah
Hanukkah was created to remember the rededication of the Second Temple after the Maccabean Revolt. The festival includes a burning of eight candles using a Menorah to celebrate the miraculous burning of oil, that was supposed to burn for one night. The fact that Hanukkah is still celebrated today proves the destruction of the second temple proved to be a decisive turning point[footnoteRef:10579] [10579:  Blackwell’s Companion to Judaism, ] 


	
	
	



