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Part B 

Symud, Sgriblo i Sgwennu: A Welsh-Medium Pre-Writing Scheme for Early Years Development 

Introduction 

Symud, Sgriblo i Sgwennu is a proposed Welsh-medium pre-writing scheme designed to address a 
structural gap in Welsh early years provision. Although movement-based programmes such as Write 
Dance and Squiggle While You Wiggle are widely used across the UK, there is currently no fully Welsh-
medium, curriculum-aligned equivalent. Practitioners working in immersion contexts frequently adapt 
English-language materials, increasing workload and risking reduced linguistic authenticity. 

The proposed scheme provides a structured developmental pathway from emergent mark-making to 
early handwriting, aligned with the Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2022b). This essay 
critically analyses the theoretical foundations underpinning the scheme, evaluates its developmental 
relevance, and considers policy alignment, scalability, and potential limitations.  

 

Theoretical and Pedagogical Foundations 

Early writing is increasingly understood as emerging from symbolic play and interaction, with 
emergent literacy theory framing mark making as socially situated meaning making (Puranik & 
Lonigan, 2018). Scribbling is therefore a legitimate and necessary phase of literacy development, 
aligning with the Curriculum for Wales’ non-linear, progression-based model (Welsh Government, 
2022b). Symud, Sgriblo i Sgwennu reflects this by foregrounding exploratory mark making, storytelling 
and oral language to build symbolic understanding, narrative thinking and early communicative intent. 

Critical perspectives stress that play alone is insufficient. Biesta (2020) argues for balancing child-led 
exploration with purposeful pedagogical direction, requiring structured, developmentally sequenced 
movement-to-mark-making experiences. Evidence on playful learning reinforces this balance: guided 
play is particularly effective (Hirsh-Pasek et al., 2020), embodied interaction strengthens spatial 
reasoning (Lee Cultura & Giannakos, 2020), and rhythm-based storytelling enhances phonological 
awareness and vocabulary, strong predictors of later literacy (Skubic, Gaberc & Jerman, 2021). At the 
same time, critics of “schoolification” warn against importing premature academic expectations into 
early childhood (Moss, 2016), so the scheme must avoid privileging handwriting accuracy over holistic 
development. 

Within Welsh-medium provision, early immersion supports metalinguistic awareness, cultural 
identity and bilingual development (Kirsch, 2018). Embedding pre-writing within Welsh storytelling 
contexts strengthens linguistic authenticity and contributes to Cymraeg 2050 (Welsh Government, 
2017), though long-term sustainability depends on practitioner fluency and parental engagement, 
particularly where Welsh is not the dominant home language. 
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Benefits to Early Years Development 

interaction, integrating physical, cognitive, social and emotional processes. Gross and fine motor 
activities build core stability, bilateral coordination and pencil control, the foundations of handwriting 
fluency (Graham, 2020). Rhythm, patterned movement and repeated motor sequences support 
neuromotor consolidation, helping children shift from whole‑body movement to controlled mark 
making. Mark making also strengthens symbolic representation, working memory and executive 
function, while narrative‑based tasks enhance oral language and conceptual mapping (Myhill et al., 
2018). These processes align with emergent literacy theory, which views early writing as socially 
situated meaning making (Puranik & Lonigan, 2018), and with the Curriculum for Wales’ 
progression‑based model (Welsh Government, 2022b). 

Critical perspectives caution that play alone is insufficient. Biesta (2020) highlights the need to 
balance child‑led exploration with purposeful pedagogical direction, meaning movement‑based 
approaches require intentional sequencing. Research on playful learning reinforces this: guided play 
is particularly effective (Hirsh‑Pasek et al., 2020), embodied interaction supports spatial reasoning 
(Lee Cultura & Giannakos, 2020), and rhythm and storytelling strengthen phonological awareness and 
vocabulary (Skubic, Gaberc & Jerman, 2021). Social‑emotional development is enhanced when early 
writing is collaborative and low‑pressure, fostering motivation and reducing anxiety. Parental 
engagement improves when culturally relevant, accessible resources are provided especially vital in 
Welsh‑medium immersion where families may feel less confident supporting Welsh literacy. 

Critical Reflection and Implementation Challenges 

Practitioner capacity is a core feasibility factor, as movement‑based pedagogy relies on practitioners’ 
skilled observation and understanding of developmental progression; without sustained professional 
learning, implementation risks becoming superficial. Communities of practice are essential for 
embedding innovation, with Wenger‑Trayner and Wenger‑Trayner (2020) emphasising that 
professional development and coaching are critical for scalability. Funding and structural constraints 
further shape viability: early years settings operate within extremely tight financial margins, and 91% 
of nurseries in Wales expect to make a loss or only break even due to rising costs and stagnant 
funding (Argile, 2024). Subscription‑based models must therefore remain affordable or be supported 
through local authority or Welsh Government mechanisms to ensure equitable access. 

Accountability pressures also influence implementation. Increased emphasis on measurable literacy 
outcomes may encourage premature formalisation of handwriting; Moss (2016) critiques global 
trends towards standardisation, highlighting the need to align the scheme with play‑based 
assessment rather than narrow attainment metrics. Digital inequality presents an additional barrier: 
while digital CPD and video modelling enhance scalability, not all practitioners have equal 
technological access or time, meaning blended delivery models must prioritise inclusivity and 
workload realities. 
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Policy Alignment 

The scheme aligns strongly with the Curriculum for Wales, which promotes experiential, progression-
based learning (Welsh Government, 2022b). It also complements the Early Years Learning and Care 
Framework (Welsh Government, 2023) in its emphasis on holistic development. 

Strategically, it contributes to Cymraeg 2050 by strengthening Welsh-medium pedagogy during 
foundational years, when immersion has the greatest linguistic impact (Kirsch, 2018). Ethical data 
management aligns with the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR requirements. 

 

Scalability and Future Development 

Although initially a targeted intervention, sector data indicate significant potential reach across 
Welsh-medium settings. Scalability would depend on: 

• Structured professional learning programmes 

• Integration with existing progression and assessment frameworks 

• Longitudinal evaluation of impact 

• Partnerships with teacher education providers 

Future research could adopt mixed-method longitudinal designs to measure handwriting fluency, 
phonological awareness and learner self-efficacy over time. Without such evaluation, claims of 
effectiveness remain theoretically persuasive but empirically provisional. 

 

Conclusion 

Symud, Sgriblo i Sgwennu offers a research‑informed, policy‑aligned response to a recognised gap in 
Welsh‑medium early years provision, drawing on emergent literacy theory, embodied cognition, 
playful learning and sociocultural perspectives to integrate movement, storytelling and sensory 
exploration in support of holistic development. While challenges exist around practitioner capacity, 
funding constraints, accountability pressures and digital equity, sustained professional learning and 
alignment with national priorities position the scheme for impact beyond a micro‑enterprise model. 
With robust evaluation and policy integration, it has the potential to become a scalable framework 
that strengthens emergent literacy in Welsh‑medium early education and contributes to the long‑term 
vitality of the Welsh language. 
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