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What is folk lore?
Firstly, I will ask myself what folklore is. Folklore is where a group of people, whether it be a small group of people to an entire village or even an entire country preserves the history of their culture via oral communication. Whether the history be an art practise, Music practise or myths and stories it is all kept track of through out its history mainly by passing it down from generation through generation.
For this I shall be mainly focusing on the myths and legends aspect of folk lore more importantly how folklore has shaped movies and animations as we know them today. I will be looking at different types of creatures that had been started out as just a story for example zombies, vampires, werewolves etc, the origin of each creature and how they were shaped from what they were told as in stories to how films and animations depicted them.
What is animation?
Lets first cover what exactly animation is. Animation is a sequence of images or illustrations know as frames that differ from one another only slight for example someone walking played rapidly one after another to create a moving image.
The first time that animation was used in history was on April 6th, 1906 by a man named J. Stuart Blackton. The animation was called Humorous Phases of Funny Faces and the basic premises of the animation is a man is drawing on a chalk board and once he finished the first drawing the rest of the animation draws itself. The only other times there are human interaction with the animations is where the artist shows himself rubbing out the work for the next sequence to begin.
Animations didn’t start to common place till around 1969. Before 1969 animations would usually only be found in theatrical releases mainly under the Walt Disney animation company which opened in 1923 under the name Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio. Between the years of 1928 and 1969 was probably the most popular time for animation in the 20th century as some of the most popular characters in the history of animation were released during this period of time. Micky mouse being the first was released in 1928 in Steamboat Willie, Bugs bunny in 1938 in a silent short called Porky’s Hare Hunt where he looked very different than the one they decided to keep in the 1940s short A Wild Hare, Tom and Jerry in 1940 which Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer released 164 shorts in the original Tom and Jerry from 1940 to 1967 and many others.
How I am implementing folk lore into my final major project?
The main reason why I chose to write about folklore is that for my Final Major Project I will be creating an animation in which a monster is chasing a person through the streets of a village at night. The reason because she missed the set curfew to get inside before the monster comes out to hunt. I didn’t want to use a cliché monster like a zombie or a vampire as it has been done many times before, however I did use them as inspiration to design the monster that I am using, not in the way it acts but in the way, it looks primarily. The monster that I am using however does exist in folk lore already however, the creature known as the wendigo is normally described as a creature human in form however much larger and will keep growing throughout the time its alive, its skin pulled tightly against its bones as it is starved to the point of collapse, as the bones protrude it resembles a skeleton, its eyes pale and cloudy sunk into its skull.
For my dissertation I shall be talking about how folklore is used throughout films and animation. Firstly, let’s go over the types of films that have been released over the past one hundred years that have been influenced by folk lore or were the origin point of the monster.






















[bookmark: _GoBack]What are zombies and where did they originate from, how did they evolve?
In 1968 a film by the name of night of the living dead directed by George A. Romero was released. It was the first film released where zombies were depicted as reanimated cannibalistic creatures. The idea for night of the living dead came about when George Romero and a couple of his co-workers John Russo and Russell Streiner got bored of making commercials for T.V. and wanted to take advantage of the film industries need for a bizarre film.
When the film was pitched under a non-existent title for the time being, George Romero, John Russo and Russell Streiner went to pitch their film idea to Hardman Associates President and Vice President Carl Hardman and Marilyn Eastman. After the pitch was done and was successful George Romero created a production along with John Russo, Russell Streiner, Carl Hardman and Marilyn Eastman and five other people called Image Ten.
After the start-up of image ten, George Romero started work on Night of the living dead with the starting budget of the film being $6,000. The money came from the pockets of each person that worked at image ten, each putting in $600 of their own money for the film. Realising that this would not be enough money to start making the film, another ten more investors were found to put another $6,000 in to the movie which again image ten soon found out would be too small of an amount of money to make the film. So image ten were forced to go find more investors for the film as $12,000 was again far too little for the film, eventually before the film went into production, George Romero managed to gain $114,000 to make night of the living dead.
[image: ]
(Night of the living dead, 1968, George A. Romero)

Night of the living dead was the crucible for the way we look at zombies today. Prior to the film’s release zombies were not undead but were instead a voodoo zombie or zombie as it was originally spelt. The book ‘The Magic Island’ written by W.B Seabrook in 1929 was the first time that the western region of the world was exposed to the concept of a zombie. Within the book a zombie was describes as a ‘Resurrected Thrall’ that was resurrected by Haitian witch doctors in voodoo cults. 
[image: ]
(White zombie, 1932, Victor Halperin)
Other accounts of zombies in films were a film known as ‘White Zombie’ Directed by Victor Halperin in 1932. Unlike every other zombie film or book release prior to this each showing the zombie being an undead creature, this film depicted that as mind controlled henchmen being controlled by an evil wizard to do things out of their control. The difference being is that these zombies although still undead, they were not just mindless killing animals but still acted like people but just with no self-control.
In 1959 another zombie film released was Plan 9 from Outer space directed by Edward. D Wood. The plot of Plan 9 from Outer Space shows that alien created the zombies by stimulating the pituitary and pineal glands in the brains of dead humans causing them to come back from the dead. However, like in the film ‘white zombie’ the zombies had no control over what the did, the aliens in the film were mind controlling them to attack the living humans to try and stop them from destroying the universe.
The zombies in Plan 9 from Outer space as they were recently deceased were depicted as humans that had a dead look in their eye, no emotion on their face, no decay what so ever. They looked normal for the most part. The film when released was described as “One of the worst films of all time”. It had many continuity problems, the sets were awful, the acting was terrible but yet if you look at what people say now day about the film they would describe it as a cult classic, a film so bad that it’s good, you can’t help but sit and watch the film from start to end no matter how much you don’t want to. I talk about this because it shows that even though there is a method for zombies and how they act at the time of making this film, it can still be changed, people will try and change the way things work even if they work well just to test the formula.
[image: ]
(Plan 9 from outer space, 1959, Edward. D. Wood)
[bookmark: _Hlk500915358]With that being said let us skip forward a couple years to the 2000s mainly 2007 when a film call I Am Legend came out. I Am Legend which came out in 2007 and was directed by Francis Lawrence is a film about an outbreak of the measles that were genetically modified to be a cure of cancer however goes out of control and kills most of humanity. The only people to survive this out break has either turned into zombies or are immune to the virus.
When I said earlier about people changing the formula to what works in zombies, I Am Legend took the slow moving pale and not really threatening zombies and made them into creatures that hunt down their prey using speed and aggression, their bodies are human in form but their skin looks like muscle, their jaws extend as they produce an ear piercing scream to strike fear in the hearts of the hunted, attacking in groups with no coordination diving and dashing around making them a hard target to hit. However, they are weak to sunlight, so they gain their strength at night, they make their homes in abandoned buildings where they take their victims back after a successful night of hunting. However, this film has two endings. With one ending it show the protagonist trap in the basement of a building surrounded but lots of zombies, to save the other people who are also trapped the protagonist locks the others in an explosive proof shelter and blows himself up killing himself and the rest of the zombies in the area. In this scene it depicts the zombies as a killing machine however, not mindless. They choose to kill the things they see; their emotion shows the blood thirsty look in their eyes when they attack. The other ending however shows their humanity, they can feel empathy towards death of their own kind. The protagonist wheels out one of the zombies that he has been experimenting on and trying to cure. When the zombies see this, they do not attack him, and they leave by their own choice.
This development in zombies makes them more terrifying, them being fewer in number but faster and stronger gives the sense of no escape. The fact they have emotion as well and they choose blood shed makes the encounter of them even more terrifying. However ever the fact that they can not be out during the day makes it less dangerous for anyone who is surviving out in the world. These developments give the zombies more characteristics, it gives them more meaning. The slow-moving zombies are dangerous in a horde but are countered by the fact that if you are in a field you can walk around them. The speed of the zombies in I Am legend makes it that nowhere is safe.
[image: ]
(I Am legend, 2007, Francis Lawrence)
The final zombie type I want to talk about are in the film and book World War Z. The film was released on June 2nd, 2013 and was directed by Marc Forster, the book was release on September 12th, 2006 and was written by Max Brooks. One thing I want to talk about before I start mentioning the zombies is that both the book and the film have nothing in common besides the title. The book is slower and more in depth and, not really about the zombies but more about the fall for the order of the world, it doesn’t just keep track of one guy in the story it focuses on everywhere, all over the world. The title makes actual sense to what the story is about, A war across the world with zombies in it. While the film is an action pack zombie thriller that follows the story of one guy and his family, the protagonist goes from Philadelphia to Israel to Cardiff trying to find a cure for the zombie outbreak and then inevitably succeeding in finding it. Now to talk about the zombies which again are completely different in both the book and the film. In the book they were described like the generic slow-moving zombie that travels in hordes, skin decaying and blood thirsty. However, the film takes that and throws it in the bin. The zombies move with in human speed, their muscles spasm every second as they lose control over their bodies, they have no rhyme or reason for their movement as they throw themselves off building and onto the ground and some how escape un scathed, the bash their bodies against thing to break them and get what is on the other side. There is a catch with these zombies though however in comparison to every other zombie that I have talked about. These zombies get stronger when sound it being transmitted. It’s like a switch is flick on in their brains and they go on a rampage to kill anything that moves. An example of this in the film is where the protagonist is in Israel. Now in Israel they have come up with the idea to build a giant wall around Jerusalem so no infected can get in and no one can get out. The wall was build before the zombie out brake started also which make no sense to me. This wall has worked through the entire time it has been up as it show thousands of zombies roaming around the city walls without them trying to get in. When the protagonist shows up by plane he notices that there is something wrong and that the zombies are currently trying to get over the walls due to the helicopters flying round and the people cheering and shouting into megaphones. The loud noises throw these zombies into a frenzy causing them to climb over each other using each other’s bodies as a form of ladder to get over the wall. I really like this concept of noise equals power, but it was executed poorly, there was not a reason for this scene besides to tell us for later that if you are quiet you will be safe, except you won’t as the zombies will attack anything that they can see. The only thing that the movie tells us is that if you are infected with something that you will be safe.
[image: ]
(World War Z, 2013, Marc Forster)
The first glimpse of the zombies in the book and the movie also very different. In the book the author described the scene as “The woman tore his mask off, you could see the terror in his face. I’ll never forget his shriek as she bit off his chin and lower lip” (World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie War, September 2006, Max Brooks) With this brief description it makes you think about how hard it is for a family to be in this situation. Before this line it describes the children holding down the father as the mother and kids try to break through his suit. This tells us that no matter who you trust even the people closest to you can eventually get infected. The film gives its take on this but in a more dramatic way. The family is sitting in a car and a zombie smashes through the front window of the car grabbing the father and biting on his neck. The scene isn’t to show the loss of humanity in a person once they get infected but to tell the viewer how long it takes for a person who just got infected to turn feral. The main characters daughter drops her toy and when Brad Pitt picks it up he activates a noise maker inside it which counts to 12. When it hits the count of 12 the father that was just bitten is fully infected and turns to attack his family.
Now that I have gone over the zombies of movies and books and how they have changed through out the time they have existed let us look at vampires and how they have changed.
















What are Vampires and where did they originate from, how did they evolve?
A vampire was originally created in folklore as a being that survives off feeding on the blood of human. The origin of vampires was in European folklore, during the 18th or 19th century. It is said that vampires were undead beings that haunted the places that they were brought up in to cause death of their former neighbor or to cause general mischief.
The common description of a vampire is usually a man or woman human in form with sharp teeth that is pale in nature, sharp claws for hands and usually travels around at night the best example of it being Nosferatu. However, throughout the course of history vampires have looked very different ranging from the human form to a person transforming into a bat (Dracula dead and loving it), from a tall goblin like creature (The Night Flier) to just a regular looking person with no differences in looks what so ever (twilight)
In 1922 a film called Nosferatu Directed by F. W. Murnau born in Bielefeld, Germany. Nosferatu, eine Symphonie des Grauens otherwise known as Nosferatu: A symphony of Horror was the first film released about a vampire. The vampire known as Count Orlok first appears in the film standing in an arch way staring with a dead gaze into the camera. He stands tall wearing a large trench coat, his skin a pale as the moon, hands like claws, his head is bald, ears pointy like and elf and his teeth sharp. Back when this film was made vampires weren’t depicted to have just four extremely sharp canine teeth, but all of the teeth were very sharp, this seemed much more threatening as it seemed to look more like a monster. However, the teeth whether they be few or many all went on to do the same thing and that is to suck the blood from the victims’ neck in order to keep themselves alive.

[image: ]
(Nosferatu, eine Symphonie des Grauens, 1922, F. W. Murnau)
In 1931 the film Dracula Directed by Tod Browning and Karl Frund was made. It was based on the 1924 stage play of Dracula by Hamilton Deane and John L. Balderston. In this film Dracula played by Garrett Fort was shows human in form with hair slicked back but everything else about his look looked human in nature. The teeth of Dracula were not sharp to take away from the whole vampire look however though originally according to folk lore vampires could already turn into bats, Bram Stoker wrote in his book Dracula in 1897 many time that Dracula could transform into a bat however the in the film there is a scene where Dracula is flying into a window as a woman is falling asleep. The bat isn’t found out to be Dracula until she falls asleep and the camera pans to the right revealing Dracula standing in the room and the bat is no where to be seen. This is what cemented the idea that vampires can turn into bats.
[image: ]
(Dracula, 1931, Tod Browning and Karl Frund)
Another example of vampire turning into bats is the comedy movie Dracula Dead and loving it directed by Mel Brooks in 1995 many years later. There is a scene where Dracula played by Leslie Nielsen is hanging over a sleeping woman ready to suck her blood, but a man pulls board of a blocked-up window to let sunlight in which starts burning Dracula. He the tries to escape by turning into a bat and flying up into the rafters. This is also a good example and the first example that comes to memory of vampires being allergic to sun light as when he flies up to the rafters his servant opens up a panel in the roof which burns him causing him to fall to the ground and burst into flames.
[image: ]
(Dracula: Dead and loving it, 1995, Mel Brooks)
In the film night flier by Stephen king in 1997 the vampire was like a creature from a nightmare in comparison to previous versions. While the vampires in past films have always resembled a human in the face, night flier make the vampire into a hideous goblin like creature. Its face is all wrinkly and grey and green, its nose compacts into its face with its nostrils clearly showing, its mouth large and filled with very little teeth, separated and sharp, tiny little eyes covered by layers of skin, finger long with sharp nails at the top of all of them. With this vampire its different that walking up to a sleeping person and biting her in the neck to suck the blood out, night flier goes out of his way to hunt down the person and kill them to feed on the corps of the victim weather he stabs them with his finger nails or cuts their head off he is defiantly more gruesome that the previous versions of vampires.
[image: Image result for night flier]
(Night Flier, 1997, Stephen King)
In the more modern side of things though vampires have become less of a creature that is to be feared and more of a sex symbol. In many different films vampires are extremely sexualised and or used mainly for a love story. You would get a film where vampires are scary these days. An example of these are the blade trilogy or twilight. In both these series the vampire resembles humans but unlike the previous mentioned film these vampires have very little to no change, they just look like people. Even the weakness of sunlight is gone, in blade they can just go out in sunlight without any problems and in twilight when they go in the sun they sparkle. 
The one thing that blade does that other movies have does is that when the vampire drinks the blood of the victim then the victim dies, you can see the blood spewing out of the wound that is left by the bite however it is very sexualised most of the time taking away the fear and shock factor of the scene and makes it quite frankly boring. A scene in blade a police officer working for the vampires goes up to a penthouse where the vampires are having a pool party, he starts talking to the head vampire known as Deacon, a second goes by and Deacon is suddenly biting into the neck of the police officer and blood is spewing everywhere. It shocking when it does happen but then it is followed up with the Deacon and another vampire making out over the blood which take the feeling of vampires being scary to no scary in an instant.
[image: ]
(Blade, August 21st 1998, Stephen Norrington)
In the Twilight movies and books the bite of a vampire does something completely different. In the book twilight written by Stephanie Meyer in 2007 she writes “Vampires have to completely drain their victim of all blood whiles feeding on order to turn them into a vampire”. So, in twilight vampires don’t kill people making them even less threatening. But in the movies most vampires try not to drink human blood to in order to transform people into vampires they inject venom into their victims’ neck causing them to turn into a vampire. But throughout the films the vampires claim that they need to drink blood to survive, seeing as most of the vampires don’t drink human blood they resort to drinking animal blood giving them the name of vegetarian vampire.
[image: ]
(Twilight breaking dawn part 1, 2011, Bill Condon)
Through out the years of vampires being around they went for scary blood sucking killing creatures to harmless people. 
Finally, I will talk about how aliens have changes throughout the years of film, shows, books and animation.
What are Aliens and where did they originate from, how did they evolve?
An alien is a creature that has travelled from another galaxy and has come to earth for and unknown reason. Originally if you asked somebody to describe an alien you would be answered with a small thin body with a large head and big black eyes, skin usually grey or green. This type of alien came around after a crash of some unidentified flying object crashed in Roswell New Mexico in July 8th, 1947. The newspaper on that day read the headline of “RAAF Captures Flying Saucer on Ranch in Roswell Region” People who claimed to see the crash said that they saw the alien’s body’s in the crash and this was what they were described as. Eventually the government had to come out and say that the crash was not a UFO but was in fact a weather balloon that had popped and landed in the Roswell area but to this day people do not believe that that is the case.
[image: https://i.pinimg.com/736x/91/fa/55/91fa5501316f17a31628a4de812141bb--newspaper-headlines-old-newspaper.jpg]
(Roswell Daily Record Newspaper – July 8th 1947)
The first film to have an alien in it was called le Voyage Dans la Lun otherwise known as A Trip to the Moon created by Georges Melies in 1902. The film is about a group of people who are put into a space ship and shot out of a cannon which lands on the moon. Upon their arrival they look for shelter from the moons harsh climate and settle underground where they are confronted be an alien which isn’t very happy to se them there. One of the astronauts swings his umbrella at the alien which causes it to explode into a cloud of smoke. They are then captures by the rest of the alien species and are taken to the king where one of the astronauts escapes and kills the king alien where they then escape from the moon to the earth by being pulled off the moon by a rope.
[image: ]
(Voyage Dans la Lun, 1902, Georges Melies)
The aliens are depicted as more of a tribe in this film, only carrying the basic equipment to capture their enemies and fight off the opposition. The aliens are human in form however their head a very elongated mouths large black eyes and on the top of their heads they have antennas. In stead of fingers the aliens have claws which I would assume would make it harder to hold their spears as well as each one is wearing armour which looks as though it is made from bone of sorts, maybe of a different species that lived on the moon before them or maybe that is just their chest I am not sure.
In 1956 a film called invasion of the body snatchers directed by Don Siegel. In this film the aliens were know as Pod People. According to the book written by Jack Finnet called the body snatchers in 1955 the pod people are a race of parasites who had to flee from their now dead planet in search of a new one. Every planet they come across they in habited by creating a clone of someone on the planet, using this disguise to drain the planet of all its resources and then once it was drain they left the planet to move on to a new one leaving that planet to die.
However, once the pod people got to earth they were overwhelmed by how much the earths defences would fight back and they eventually flee earth. This was the novels ending, in the film however the ending shows that the pop people had many eggs stored on the back of a track and the main character is on the road trying to tell everyone that the pop people have already taken over Santa Mira.
The pod people in the 1956 version are unseen. The only time your see the aliens are when they are in their pod form and when they are already in human form. The pods in the 1956 version look like giant leaves folded up into a form of cocoon where they are held before they grow into a host. The hosts look like any human, as the pod hatches the parasite grow into a clone of a human that already exists ready to blend into the public.
[image: http://cdn.ideastations.org.s3.amazonaws.com/article-images/article-width/pod-people.jpg]
(Invasion of the body snatchers, 1956, Don Siegel)
Now this next film is probably one of the most popular films to be released at the time. In 1977 Star Wars a New Hope by George Lucas was released. Throughout the film it follows the story of a Jedi called Luke Skywalker who although looks like a person but is in fact an alien himself. Throughout the entire film we are greeted by an entire cast of different aliens whether they look human in nature or goblin looking creatures like Yoda Star Wars has a wide variety to choose from.
[image: Image result for a new hope yoda]
(Star Wars and new hope, 1977, George Lucas)
Seeing as there are so many different types of aliens in this film it shows how much aliens have evolved from the basic grey big-headed alien. Let’s look at Yoda for example, A short green alien with large pointy ears, three fingers on each hand and three toes on each foot is considered on of the most powerful beings in the Star Wars universe. Another alien to look at is Greedo, an alien like Yoda is except the only similarities between them is that they are both green. Greedo resembles the aliens from the short film A trip to the moon by Georges Melies in 1902. With his big circular black eyes, antenna on his head, very elongated mouth and human in form it shows that George Lucus thought about the different types of alien species to show on screen. 
[image: https://static0.srcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Greedo-with-Han-Solo-in-Star-Wars-A-New-Hope.jpg]
(Star Wars and new hope, 1977, George Lucas)
Another popular film that was released in 1979 was the film alien directed by Ridley Scott. I believe that this film was the highest point in alien design to date. The alien in this movie stands out as one of the most horrifying creatures to ever be shown on the big screen. This film depicts a seven-person crew trapped on a space station with an alien known as a xenomorph roaming around the ship to put it briefly.
There are actually 3 types of aliens in this film that are aboard the ship. The face hugger, the chest buster and the Xenomorph itself. The face hugger is the creature that comes out of the egg that the queen xenomorph lays. The face hugger is a creature that is spider like and has a long tail. The whole job of the face hugger is to latch on to someone’s face, using its legs to jump and to grab on it has a mouth on the underside of it that works its way in to the mouth of the victim where it lays its eggs. Once it latches on it uses its long tail to wrap around the neck of the victim causing asphyxiation where the host and the face hugger will eventually die and is used as a nest. However, it is not impossible to live from it, but you will then be subjected to the pain of the chest buster.
[image: https://monsterlegacy.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/alienfacehugger2.jpg]
(Alien, 1979, Ridley Scott)
The chest buster alien is the result of the face hugger successfully laying it eggs in the host. The chest buster will spend the next couple hours, days, even years laying dormant till the right time to bust through the ribs and out the chest of its nest. The form of the chest buster is a tiny xenomorph, pale skinned, very small limbs. Its entire job is to bust out of the chest and try and run off to safety where it can grow into a xenomorph.
[image: http://starsmedia.ign.com/stars/image/article/840/840131/chest-burster_burst_001_1196992666.jpg]
(Alien, 1979, Ridley Scott)
The xenomorph is probably the best designed alien to date right now. The xenomorph can crow up to 11’ tall the xenomorph has a head that is long with no visible eyes, its mouth always dripping with saliva and within its mouth lays another moth that extends into its victim’s skull. It moves around on all fours primarily with its back legs like a tiger. Its skin is black like tar, virtually invisible in the dark. A tail as long as its own body, razor sharp and can be used as a weapon this alien is the ultimate predator.
[image: http://proofofalien.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Alien-Xenomorph.jpg]
(Alien, 1979, Ridley Scott)
Through the times that aliens have been used in films they have gotten far more in depth with designs, they look scary they look like they would try and attack you like they were originally meant to do.
The times that these creatures have had to develop within the media that we all know today they have all gone through drastic changes, mostly better but sometimes far worse. There will always be new films, new shows, animations and books coming out about many different types of creatures and they will always be changing for better and for worse. But this is how they have implemented these creatures into the media that we know today and how they have changed throughout the history of them existing.
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