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Vision of success as a student teacher 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Success for myself means a lot of different things over the next three years and my future career. I hope to pass each module of my course to the very best of my ability and stay on top of workload during the time that I spend in university. I wish to gain confidence in tasks that I wouldn’t ordinarily choose to do, for example group work or presentations in front of other students and teachers. I want to grab every opportunity with both hands, in university and especially on placements. I recently volunteered to coach netball in a local comprehension school to year seven and eight pupils and thoroughly enjoyed my experience. I believe that this will help me when I am on placement as I now have some knowledge of working with children. Finally, success for me is passing my degree with a first and gaining a job in a local school.	Comment by Guest User: I like that you talk about yoursef as a student and as a teacher. It might be worth rephrasing this sentence slightly, though. 	Comment by Guest User: secondary	Comment by Guest User: rephrase this. Maybe explain what you enjoyed.



Critical Thinking 	Comment by Guest User: Very admirable! This paragraph needs some further detail -try to expand upon your points. 
This piece of text explains to us what critical thinking is, how to works, the process behind it and how people need to adapt to be able to think critically. For example, some people may need to change their views and put their opinions aside about certain topics so they can pay more attention to what other people are saying in order to be able to think critically and come up with a well-reasoned judgement. This is the main purpose of the book.
Critical thinking means to be able to analyse a situation or issue and make a rational form of judgement from it which are well reasoned and thoroughly thought out taking into account all arguments and opinions. 
This chapter talks about a number of different ways to be able to develop your critical thinking skills and also some of the barriers that people may face. Being able to think critically also means being able to influence other people’s judgements, being able to reason with people and make better choices. Although it can be time consuming and you may have to be patient whilst listening to other people’s views and opinions on a topic of discussion.
Reasoning means to know your own opinions and values but still be able to come up with an appropriate and logical outcome. This is a vital part of critical thinking as if you are not able to understand other people’s reasoning you will not have the ability to be able to grasp the overall argument and be able to evaluate the situation properly.
Some people may ask what is the point in developing critical thinking skills. This chapter allows us to understand the benefits of this. For example, you will be able to get your point across in a discussion a lot more easily without having the hassle of turning the discussion into an argument or debate. It will also help you in everyday life especially in the workplace as it will help you to understand what is important to take note of and what is not. It will also allow you to gain the skills to be able to problem solve quicker and more efficiently.
One barrier that may affect people from being able to allow people to think critically is some people may not fully understand what thinking critical means and may try to avoid it, therefore without the practice they will not be able to develop any skills. Another barrier is that people may not be able to look past their own reasons to listen to others, therefore they will never be able to gain the outcome of coming up with a critical answer to the argument as they always think that their views and opinions are correct.






What I think about Education in Wales
Education in Wales is developing to suit the needs and expectations of the future generations. Teachers do not just teach children the bare nessescitites to get them by anymore they shape them into the adults they are going to become. “skills for work and skills for life” Curriculum for Wales (2022), this means that teachers have an impact on children all the way through their adult  life and career, the skills that they learn in school at an early age never leaves them, once they have gained a skill it becomes a skill for life. Teachers are now developing their teaching strategies “Lessons can be improved by being more fun, interactive, engaging and relaxed. Positive experiences can be created through more trips, experiences and visitors to the school”. Things are adapting and changing from what they used to be like in order to grab the children’s attention, keep them focused and produce fun and memorable ways for them to learn. 

There are a lot of strengths in the education system in Wales “in particular, the commitment to equity and inclusion, the attention given to supporting children and young people with special educational needs through Routes for Learning, the Foundation Phase, the emphasis on the development of literacy, numeracy and wider skills, the importance attached to the Welsh culture and language, and the revised Welsh Baccalaureate” (Donaldson, 2015)  There is now a lot of support for all different children with all types of additional needs during their time in school. This is an excellent way to show the pupils that there is always help available if they ever feel that they are struggling or do not understand something. In deprivied areas there is also something called flying start where children get to go into school for two and a half hours a day for free to begin their basic learning and interact with other children who they could potentially be in class with through their school experience.

‘The main aims for the Foundation Phase during its inception were to: 
· raise children’s standards of achievement; 
· enhance their positive attitudes to learning; 
· address their developing needs; 
· enable them to benefit from educational opportunities later in their lives; and 
· help them become active citizens within their communities.’ (Taylor, 2017)





This piece of text was taken from a journal. It talks about the key aims for foundation stage pupils to meet during their school experience. I agree with all of these aims and believe that when children are in school they should gain skills for life and skills that will help them later on in their life when they find their career path. Skills that are learnt in school should be useful for everyday issues that the children might face, whilst teaching everything that is on the curriculum. I also think that teachers across Wales should make learning as fun as possible especially in foundation phase as it will help the children to remember things more clearly when there is a fun memory attached to it.
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