[bookmark: _GoBack]Today we discussed The Shipman’s Tale and how it is a fabliau. Traditionally in within a fabliau there would be over-sexed monks, stupid peasants and a woman punished at the end. There is indeed an over-sexed monk but what is different with Chaucer’s fabliau is that the wife in this story does not get punished. We spoke about how a fabliaux also works on deceit. This deceit is visible in the cuckolding between the merchant and the monk. I think it is interesting that this tale was originally assigned to the wife of bath and I do agree that we would not like the wife of Bath as much if it was her story. The wife in this story is very resentful, with no real sense of value rather than monetary expenses. It is important to use the tales to reflect upon the character telling the tale.
