Formative Assessment 2


· Grayson, Thomas, "Statement Of Account" (Washington D.C., 1888), Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress: Financial Papers

Within this collection are a series of invoices from Thos, Gray & Son’s and others concerning freight and  insurance documents[footnoteRef:1]. This series of accounts provide information of a variety of day to day information concerning Douglass’ life. The information that can be extrapolated from this varies from unearthing Douglass’ spending habits to unveiling his business dealings. The way in which a person spends money can be of great interest and provide cemented evidence of Douglass’ life.  [1:  "Frederick Douglass Papers At The Library Of Congress", The Library Of Congress <https://www.loc.gov/collections/frederick-douglass-papers/> [Accessed 19 October 2020].] 

Due to the financial nature of these documents most of the costs and relating items are legible. It is when it comes to the signatures and additional notes written on these documents where making sense of the handwriting can become a laborious task.


· Douglass, Frederick, "Editorial Correspondence Of The North Star" (Washington D.C., 1848), The Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress

This letter in correspondence with The North Star, an abolitionist newspaper is an important archival source to understand Frederick Douglass’ political endeavours and ideals[footnoteRef:2]. In the letter, Douglass discusses a myriad of subjects in which an historian could gain data. Douglass talks of his travel around the country and his experiences meeting the academic black population rousing behind the cause. Douglass  also talks about the importance of the The North Star Newspaper as an anti-slavey establishment and its influence within the cause.  [2:  Frederick Douglass, "Editorial Correspondence Of The North Star" (Washington D.C., 1848), The Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress.] 

There is also discussion of his visits to Springfield and the men he met there; to know who Douglass travelled to see could be of great significance to an historian or archivist studying Frederick Douglass.

· Douglass, Frederick, "Addresses Of The Hon. W. D. Kelley, Miss Anna E. Dickinson, And Mr. Frederick Douglass, At A Mass Meeting, Held At National Hall, Philadelphia, July 6, 1863, For The Promotion Of Colored Enlistments." (Washington D.C., 1863), The Library of Congress Online: https://www.loc.gov/item/03022592/ [Accessed 19th October 2020]

In this address, Douglass promotes and encourages the black population to enlist into the US army[footnoteRef:3]. He does not do this alone, this could allow historians to see with whom Douglass shared his political ideas and when and where these took place. Establishing the political context around Douglass’ speeches and addresses and his political compass is crucial in understanding his work and writings.  [3:  Frederick Douglass, "Addresses Of The Hon. W. D. Kelley, Miss Anna E. Dickinson, And Mr. Frederick Douglass, At A Mass Meeting, Held At National Hall, Philadelphia, July 6, 1863, For The Promotion Of Colored Enlistments." (Washington D.C., 1863), The Library of Congress.] 
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