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Identify 2 images which represent families in the 21st century. 
Then compare and contrast these images to explore,
in depth, how social media can influence current representations of family within society.
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[image: A person sitting with several children
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(World Vision, 2020)

 This Image demonstrates an adult female holding a young child while being surrounded by five other young children. It could be argued that this female is the children’s mother. The setting of the image is taken outside in what appears to be a very arid and dry environment (Ademolu, 2021; Chonka, Ali and Stuvøy, 2022). There is a male adult in the background, however it is unclear by the image if he has anything to do with the female or children. The surroundings around them appear dirty with broken objects nearby (Ademolu, 2021; Chonka, Ali and Stuvøy, 2022).  Their clothes look dirty, and it appears to be that none of the children are wearing any kind of footwear (Katende-Magezi, 2017; Warrington, 2020; Ademolu, 2021; Chonka, Ali and Stuvøy, 2022). They all seem to look sad and none of them are looking at the camera (Chauhan and Foster, 2014; Windsor, Dunlap and Golub, 2011; Fluck, 2010; Berger, 2008; Pink, 2007). The image demonstrates a young black family living in poverty in a rural area (World Vision, 2020). The image was used from a charity website, World Vision (2020) which states that the family in the image are from Uganda. Laws regarding poverty in Africa can vary significantly from one country to another, as each country has its own legal system and policies (Tiyambe-Zeleza, McConnaughay and Tiyambe Zeleza, 2004; Onoma, 2012). Poverty is often addressed through a combination of laws, policies, and social programs (Onoma, 2012). Uganda's Poverty Eradication Action Plan is a comprehensive strategy document that outlines the government's approach to poverty reduction. It may not be a law per se but serves as a policy framework guiding poverty-related interventions (Government of Uganda, 2000). It is important to note that the effectiveness of laws and policies can vary, and challenges may exist in terms of implementation, enforcement, and resource allocation (Tiyambe-Zeleza, McConnaughay and Tiyambe Zeleza, 2004).
 In 2021, the pandemic caused over 23 million Africans to face severe poverty, which is a significant increase compared to pre COVID (Abay, et al, 2022). According to research carried out by the United Nations (2022), by the year 2030, it is predicted that over 500 million people worldwide would be living in extreme poverty (Institutional Institute for Sustainable Development, 2023; United Nations, 2022). 
Sustainable development theory emphasises the importance of ensuring access to fundamental services like education, healthcare, clean water and sanitation (United Nations, 1987; Caradonna, 2014). By addressing these fundamental needs, the theory has a role in enhancing personal and community welfare, lifting them out of poverty (United Nations, 1987; Caradonna, 2014). A significant proportion of those experiencing poverty reside in rural locations and rely on agriculture as their primary source of income (Bila and Biyase, 2023; Semali, 2022). Sustainable Development Theory supports policies that promote sustainable agricultural practices, rural infrastructure development, and improved market access, contributing to poverty reduction in these areas (United Nations, 1987; Caradonna, 2014). 
 Discussing poverty contributes to social and cultural change by challenging societal norms that perpetuate inequality (Neal, 2017; Lemke, 2010). It encourages a shift in attitudes and behaviours towards more inclusive and equitable practices (Neal, 2017; Lemke, 2010). Ignoring or avoiding discussions about poverty can lead to apathy and a lack of collective action (United Nations, 2013; Neal, 2017). Discussing poverty serves as a catalyst for constructive transformation (Atkinson et al, 2019), by raising awareness, motivating participation, and cultivating a shared dedication to constructing fairer and more impartial societies (Atkinson et al, 2019; (Neal, 2017; Lemke, 2010). There is an extreme bias (Johnson, 2020) with this image as it was taken from World Vision (2020) who are a charity that support those in poverty (Chatfield, 2018; Maynes, 2015), the colour tone of the image alone gives the image a more dramatic look (Armstrong and Bear, 1991; Albers, 2013). Colour theory looks a manipulating colour so they can significantly impact the mood and drama of an image (Armstrong and Bear, 1991; Albers, 2013). Enhancing or changing colour tones, using colour grading techniques can evoke specific emotions and create a more intense atmosphere (Armstrong and Bear, 1991; Albers, 2013). 
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[image: A group of people sitting on the floor
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(Cambridge, 2017)

 This image demonstrates an adult male and female, along with what looks to be like a teen female all sat together on a sofa while being surrounded by four young children as well as an infant in a cot. It could be argued that the older female and male are the children’s parents, and this could be one large family (Stewart, Patrick and Reeves, 2023). The setting of the image is taken inside in what appears to be a very cluttered and busy environment (Mind, 2021). The surroundings around them appear messy as they are all in one small room mainly full of what seems to be children’s toys. Three of the children look like they are in school uniform which would suggest that they are receiving a basic education (Human Rights Act, 1998). The male is dressed in orange hi-vis which gives the impression of a working class job (Engels and Marx, 1848). The adults and teenager seem to look sad and none of them are looking at the camera (Berger, 2008; Pink, 2007; Hammersley, Martyn and Atkinson, 2007). Four of the children are looking away from the camera (berger, 2008; Pink, 2007; Hammersley, Martyn and Atkinson, 2007). It seems that three of them are playing with a toy. With the fifth child looking directly at the camera with a slight smile. Visual sociology theory explores the use of visual materials, including photographs, as tools for understanding and representing social phenomena (berger, 2008). Photographs of poverty can be analysed within the framework of visual sociology to uncover the social structures, inequalities, and cultural aspects that contribute to or result from poverty (Berger, 2008). As well as visual ethnography theory which involves capturing images to explore and represent the lived experiences of individuals and communities (Pink, 2007). Photographs of poverty within a visual ethnographic framework can provide insights into the daily lives, challenges, and resilience of those affected (Pink, 2007; Hammersley, Martyn and Atkinson, 2007). Looking at colour theory (Armstrong and Bear, 1991; Albers, 2013), the darker colour tone of the image gives the image a more dramatic effect (Armstrong and Bear, 1991; Albers, 2013). manipulating the tone to impact the mood of an image (Armstrong and Bear, 1991; Albers, 2013). 
 The Photograph seems to demonstrate a white western family living in poverty (Cambridge, 2017). The image was used from a media article from the Sun newspaper, which states that they are a family of eight living in the UK (Cambridge, 2017). The Sun is a newspaper that has often been considered to be more aligned with right-wing politics (Reeves, McKee and Stuckler, 2016). It is important to note that The Sun has been a controversial newspaper, facing criticism for its editorial decisions, ethical standards (Foos and Bischof, 2022; Reeves, McKee and Stuckler, 2016), and the impact of its coverage on public opinion (Foos and Bischof, 2022; Reeves, McKee and Stuckler, 2016). Public perceptions of The Sun may vary (Foos and Bischof, 2022; Reeves, McKee and Stuckler, 2016), and opinions about its content often reflect broader debates about media influence and responsibility (Foos and Bischof, 2022; Reeves, McKee and Stuckler, 2016). 
 According to the UK Government, over 22% of people were living in relative poverty in the financial year 2019/2020 (Francis-Devine, 2023). Relative poverty is defined as families living together with earnings below 60% of the median income (Francis-Devine, 2023; Welsh Government, 2023). Around 22% of people are living in absolute poverty, defined as income below 60% of the average earnings after inflation (Francis-Devine, 2023). During the 2019/2020 period, an estimated 30% of children were considered to be in relative poverty (Francis-Devine, 2023), while a similar percentage lived in circumstances of absolute poverty (Francis-Devine, 2023). These figures provide a snapshot of poverty in the UK before the COVID-19 pandemic, and it is important to consider that economic conditions and social dynamics may have shifted since then (Francis-Devine, 2023). Amidst the pandemic, there were notable shifts in households, with young people returning to live with their parents and working-aged individuals without children forming support bubbles (Keeling and Flasche, 2021; Francis-Devine, 2023). This indicates there were more households consisting of childless couples and single people living now living with a couple (Francis-Devine, 2023; Keeling and Flasche, 2021). Household earnings and housing expenses were impacted by this (Francis-Devine, 2023). The number of Universal credit recipients increased during the pandemic and so did underreporting of benefits. Causing more recent statistics of poverty to be more unreliable than usual (Francis-Devine, 2023).

 Symbolic interactionism is concerned with how individuals and groups attach meanings to symbols and labels (Mead, 1934; Blumer, 1969; Goffman, 1959; Goffman, 1967, Becker, 1963). In the context of poverty, individuals may be labelled (Becker, 1963; Goffman, 1963) as poor or low-income, and these labels can carry social stigma (Goffman, 1963; Becker, 1963). Symbolic interactionists would explore how such labels affect individuals' self-perceptions and how they are perceived by others (Cooley 1902). The theory emphasizes that poverty is not an inherent objective condition but a socially constructed concept (Mead, 1934; Blumer, 1969; Goffman, 1959; Goffman, 1967, Becker, 1963). People attach meanings to economic statuses, and these meanings influence how poverty is understood and interpreted in different social contexts (Mead, 1934; Blumer, 1969; Goffman, 1959; Goffman, 1967, Becker, 1963). 
 Addressing poverty in the Western world is not only a moral imperative but also a strategic investment in social, economic, and political well-being (The World Bank, 2023; United Nations, 2023). It contributes to the creation of more just, stable, and sustainable societies both within Western countries and on a global scale (The World Bank, 2023; United Nations, 2023). 
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 There is an argument that both families are living in poverty (Francis-Devine, 2023; Welsh Government, 2023), however there is also an argument that one family’s poverty is more server than the other (United Nations, 2023; My Life Elsewhere, 2022). Deprived families living in poverty in both Western and developing countries face economic hardship and limited resources (Francis-Devine, 2023; United Nations, 2023; The World Bank, 2023). However, the nature of their challenges differs significantly (United Nations, 2023; The World Bank, 2023). Western families in poverty may have improved accessibility to fundamental services and social welfare systems (Francis-Devine, 2023), but they still contend with issues like inadequate housing and low-wage jobs (Francis-Devine, 2023; Mind, 2021). In contrast, families in developing countries often grapple with extreme poverty, lack of access to essential services, and limited government support (United Nations, 2023; The World Bank, 2023). While both groups face difficulties, the specific circumstances and available resources vary widely (United Nations, 2023; The World Bank, 2023; Francis-Devine, 2023). Symbolic interactionism would explore the role of symbols and representations associated with poverty (Mead, 1934; Blumer, 1969; Goffman, 1959; Becker, 1963). This includes media portrayals, stereotypes, and cultural representations (Mead, 1934; Blumer, 1969; Goffman, 1959; Becker, 1963) that shape public perceptions of poverty and influence how individuals experience and respond to their own economic circumstances (Goffman, 1959; Becker, 1963; Cooley, 1902). The theory also highlights the importance of symbols, language, and shared interpretations in shaping both individual experiences of poverty and societal attitudes toward economic inequality (Goffman, 1959; Becker, 1963).
 Social media has a multifaceted impact on shaping the way family is portrayed in society (McKendrick, et al, 2008; Parkyn, 2018), from shaping ideals to fostering inclusivity and raising awareness about diverse family structures (McKendrick, et al, 2008; Parkyn, 2018). However, it also brings challenges related to privacy (Parkyn, 2018), social comparison (Festinger, 1954; Parkyn, 2018), and the potential for unrealistic portrayals (Festinger, 1954; Parkyn, 2018). Additionally, it may have a substantial influence on the depictions of disadvantaged families, shaping perspectives, and contributing to societal attitudes (Goffman, 1959; Becker, 1963; McKendrick, et al, 2008; Parkyn, 2018). Social media provides a platform for individuals and families in poverty to share their stories directly (University of Cumbria, 2023; Incredible Software, 2021). This can give a voice (Gentile, 2010) to those who might not be represented in traditional media, offering a more authentic portrayal of their experiences (McKendrick, et al, 2008; Parkyn, 2018; Gentile, 2010). Through personal narratives, images, and videos, social media can challenge stereotypes and misconceptions (Goffman, 1959; Becker, 1963) about families in poverty (Parkyn, 2018; Robinson, et al, 2009). It facilitates a more intricate comprehension of the difficulties people encounter, highlighting the variety of their experiences (Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018). It also serves as a powerful tool for advocacy and raising awareness about poverty-related issues (United Nations, 2017; Robinson, et al, 2009). Campaigns, hashtags, and shared content can bring attention to systemic problems (Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018), encouraging discussions and calls to action (Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018). Families in poverty can use social media to seek support (United Nations, 2017; Mind, 2021; Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018), whether it is financial assistance, resources, or emotional encouragement (Mind, 2021 Parkyn, 2018; Robinson, et al, 2009). Crowdsourcing platforms and fundraising campaigns can be shared widely to mobilize community support (Bhati and Hansen, 2020). Social media humanises the subject of poverty by facilitating the sharing of personal narratives and experiences (Parkyn, 2018). This can help break down stigmas (Goffman, 1963) and encourage empathy, fostering a more compassionate and understanding societal response (Parkyn, 2018; Robinson, et al, 2009). While social media has the potential to positively influence representations of families in poverty (Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018), it is essential to acknowledge the limitations and potential pitfalls, such as the risk of perpetuating stereotypes or oversimplifying complex issues (Wahyunengseh, Hastjarjo, and Suharto, 2018). Balancing authenticity with sensitivity is crucial to fostering a more empathetic and informed public discourse about poverty (Wahyunengseh, Hastjarjo, and Suharto, 2018).
The impact that these images have on social media are that they provide a powerful visual tool (Pink, 2007; Berger, 2008) to raise awareness about poverty in the developing and western world (Wahyunengseh, Hastjarjo, and Suharto, 2018; Deane, 2008). These images can educate the public about the living conditions, challenges, and struggles faced by communities (Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018; Deane, 2008). They personalise global issues by putting a face to the statistics (Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018; Deane, 2008). Visual storytelling through images can be a powerful fundraising tool (Bhati and Hansen, 2020). Non-profits organizations often use compelling images to engage donors emotionally (Pink, 2007; Berger, 2008), encouraging them to contribute to poverty alleviation efforts (Bhati and Hansen, 2020). The impact these images have on social media can influence the framing of public discourse around global poverty (Robinson, et al, 2009; Parkyn, 2018; Deane, 2008). They shape the narrative and can highlight specific aspects of the issue, such as the impact of climate change, lack of access to education, or healthcare challenges (Parkyn, 2018; Robinson, et al, 2009). Social media provides a platform for individuals and families in poverty to share their stories directly (Parkyn, 2018; Robinson, et al, 2009). However, there is a fine line between raising awareness and exploiting the suffering of individuals for engagement or fundraising purposes (Wahyunengseh, Hastjarjo, and Suharto, 2018). It is important to prioritize the dignity and consent (GDPR, 2018) of the people being depicted (Wahyunengseh, Hastjarjo, and Suharto, 2018). It is crucial to approach the sharing of images with sensitivity, cultural awareness, and a commitment to ethical storytelling (Wahyunengseh, Hastjarjo, and Suharto, 2018; Parkyn, 2018; GDPR, 2018).
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