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Introduction 
UNICEF 2017 shows that child poverty has intensified, they are trying to eradicate child poverty worldwide, and believe that every child should be given the opportunity to realise and be able to unlock their full potential in health care, nutrition, and access to clean water and sanitation regardless. With the intention of providing a high-quality education and being safeguarded against harm. Having full participation in society, free of prejudice and discrimination. Especially from the most disadvantaged areas, and where poverty is prevalent. Poverty is caused by a lack of funding and essential living requirements for an individual or community. Inadequate shelter, safe drink water, healthy food, and medical treatment may be deprived for the poor individuals and families. Each country may suffer from its own form of poverty that determines how many people live in poverty. UNICEF aims to work in partnership with the government, private sectors, United Nations partners and civil society in raising funds to supply Humanitarian Action, vaccinations, education, food (nutrition), clean water sanitation and hygiene, medical care (health, HIV and AIDS), Child Protection, Social Inclusion, Gender Equality humanitarian emergencies give protection against poverty violence and exploitation, allowing these children to have a safe, free from harm childhood that is filled with love, education, protection, be well nourished, good hygiene and have a healthy life with social inclusion and equity despite having a disability or gender. UNICEF and partners hope is that the interventions through sustainable development goals (SDGs) made from the children's childhood into a young adult is hoping to sustain future resources and prevent further crisis by innovation (UNICEF, 2018). By considering the historical and present-day perspectives, I will be discussing strategies and policies that could be put in place to address this problem currently.
Definition of child poverty in the UK.
Child poverty is when a child grows up deprived, often lacking food, personal hygiene, healthcare, education, and housing. According to Penington, (2020) in the UK a child in that is living in poverty is when the household income is below 60% the average net. Working-class families account for two-thirds of children living in poverty. This means almost three million children are now locked in poverty despite living in a working family 2016/2017. (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2018)
Through poverty the lack of food can lead to malnutrition, the need of sufficient food in children is needed for growth and development. Poor personal hygiene can also lead to body odour, serious illnesses such as stomach ulcers and skin sores, this will increase the need for healthcare, and increases stress, low self-esteem, and cause bullying. With the above factors this will have a negative effect on the education of the children, through lack of concentration and fatigue. Poor housing and living conditions also effects children as it increases health problems, and they are more susceptible to disturbed sleep, overcrowding, poor diets and school attendance.
Poverty is common, by lacking the resources that society approves. Parents may be able to feed their family but unable to keep them warm, or parents cannot afford to do certain activities with children because of the cost. (Child Poverty Action Group, 2016) This then shows the inequality that is the present day we live in; children then can be discriminated because of their upbringing and lack of resource. Children living in poverty have multiple disadvantages and therefore are affected socially, economically, emotionally and have restrictions imposed on them because of their circumstances, carrying responsibilities that they should not. (Ridge, 2011)
Historical poverty
In the 1900’s a survey was made by Charles booth (published in 1903) stating that 30 per cent of people who lived in London, where the economy was high lived in poverty, Seebohm Rowntree (published in 1902) also did a survey and found that 27.84 of York’s population lived in ‘obvious want or squalor’ and discovered that other surveys were done that suggested in town and countryside had similar outcomes before 1914. During this era, he believed that poverty was because people were being paid for part-time hours although they were working full-time or having unsuccessful attempts to keep regular work, not that they were being irresponsible or neglectful.(Thane, 2018)
During the 1900’s, most couples married before having children, and the woman was the homemaker, while the father was the man of the house, bringing home the wage, his job was skilled or non-skilled. Having a child outside of marriage was frowned upon. Families tended to be larger during this time although having large families increased poverty and strain, the mortality rate of infant death had fallen in the 1900’s. Children would have been sent out to work to help with the family income. In 1971, around 405,000 people were married, with just 22% of those marriages ending in divorce. (Daniels, 2003 and BBC Bitesize, 2011)
Child poverty was so high within the UK that a welfare state was introduced in 1906, free school meals alongside other welfare assistance such as: old age pension in 1908, National health insurance 1911 (payments made by working people only this didn’t apply to those out of work and workers families, meaning they had to attend volunteering hospitals that were inadequate.) and Unemployment Insurance 1911 (2.5 million were covered by this act, the workers were allowed to contribute up to the amount of seven shillings and they were able to withdraw only one fifth of the contributions, those who were unemployed had to resort to the poor law, which the poor had to go and work in the workhouse or workhouse infirmary, otherwise the support would be withdrawn and they had no other means to  obtain help  they assisted the sick, 'mentally ill', unmarried mothers, the elderly and 'the  infirm'). These were put in place to try and generate secure, better paid jobs to decrease poverty and in equality. Since 1945, this was then largely led by Labour although this had not ended poverty. (Thane, 2019 and The National Archives, n.d.) Poverty declined in Britain between the 1960’s and 1970’s due to the Labour governments input as the inequality of income and wealth were at a lower rate since the 1900’s. Housing was not considered an issue during this time as there wasn’t a shortage in affordable housing to buy or rent as previously where families lived in slum housing and were overcrowded. Under the Thatcher government that came into power in the 1980’s, there was a prolonged increase in poverty around 13 per cent in 1979 and 22 per cent in 1990 which saw a brief interlude under the New Labour government but then began to rise again from 2010 onwards. (Thane, 2018)
Present Poverty
In comparing poverty in the past to the present day, poverty in the Uk has gotten worse, considering the economic growth and development our country has experienced being the seventh richest country in the world. In 2019/2020 4.2 million children were living in child poverty, with 46 per cent of the population coming from lone parent households facing a higher risk of poverty due to the inequality of salary and gender. (CPAG, 2017)
(National Education Union, 2018 and CPAG, 2017 both states that over 40 per cent of child poverty comes from the black minority ethnic groups, the poverty disproportionately affects them with added obstacles because of the family, employment and geographical status, compared to 26 per cent of white British families. (CPAG,17) 
Household dynamics have changed where the generations are separated living apart rather than together. Survey done in 2017 shows that 242,842 marriages took place with a decline of 2.8 per cent from the previous year. (Hargreaves, 2020) Where families are joint and extended families were at home to help take care of the children whilst parents went out to work, the parents now have the added cost of childcare to pay for whilst they go to work, plus the rise in lone parent households as well as the rise in housing costs. 
We also need to look at those families that are in some degree of poverty because of their personal life choices and lavish lifestyles. Adults making the decision not to feed their families or meet the necessities of clothing, housing etc because of their own personal pleasure of drugs, alcohol and selfishness. (Garthwaite and Bambra, 2014)
Working families in the Uk are still subjected to poverty with 75 per cent of children coming from a family that at least one parent is working, larger families of three or more children are driven further into poverty. Single parent households find it extremely hard to secure well paid professional jobs whilst juggling parental responsibilities. The employment rate for single parents is currently 56%, compared to 72% for women in two-parent families and 91% for men in two-parent homes. Given that unemployment is a major cause of child poverty. (Jenkins, Pereira and Evans, 2009) women are now working than staying at home being mothers the equality act 2010 equal pay act 1970 gave women the same pay as men in the same field of work. (Legislation.gov.Uk, 2010 and DRAFT Code of Practice -Equal Pay Code 1 DRAFT EQUALITY ACT 2010 CODE OF PRACTICE ON EQUAL PAY, n.d.)
Wages aren't going up but living costs is rising in housing, food and fuel prices have increased particularly for people in poverty although in the Uk you have child and working tax credits, child benefit and housing benefit support, plus many more benefits that can offer support. This government support can still cause poverty within households. We live in a country that if you earn more than you pay more, such as more taxes on your national insurance contributions. The cap on benefits to families with more than three children has had detrimental effects. And the changeover to universal credits has put more families in debt and on the poverty line. Although the government state that they are working towards the child poverty act 2010 to end child poverty by tackling the ‘causes of disadvantages and transforming families' lives’ by 2020. (GOV.UK, 2013) But families are further in poverty now than they have ever been before.
The coronavirus pandemic has increased the inequality near poverty in the Uk seeing levels that haven't been seen before 1948 when the welfare state was introduced. Brexit also plays a factor within poverty as the inflation in the cost of living is approximately £480 in low-income families. (Barnard, Heykoop and Kumar, 2018) There has been a soaring rise in the usage of food banks as families cannot afford to feed themselves adequately. 
Taylor-Robinson et al., (2019) and Tyrrell, (2019) studies concluded a direct correlation between child poverty and child mortality rates. The gap between the least and most deprived local authorities has expanded by 52 fatalities per 100,000 births. Infant mortality inequalities have worsened. The total number of excess new-born deaths during the 2014-2017 period was 572 compared to what historical trends would have expected. The researchers estimate that an increase in child poverty of 1% per 100,000 live births was linked significantly to 5.8 more new-born deaths. the study also showed that people who are wealthier were unaffected compared to the poorest parts of the country.

Why has UNICEF stated that child poverty in UK has worsened and what they can provide?
Poverty is a worldwide crisis, UNICEF and its devoted partners have worked relentlessly to achieve these prospects in 2017, in 102 countries they reacted to 337 crises, 33 million people have been able to have access to a safe water supply, in humane settings. More than four million children have been treated for serious acute malnutrition. 141,000 moving children in 40 nations have been aided to register and supported 8.8 million children with basic education.
UNICEF has stated that child poverty has worsened in the UK due to the Covid -19 pandemic and there has been an increase in food poverty in Britain, they will be helping children and families in Britain for the first time because of this reason stating that one fifth of household's children are affected so far. They have given £24,000 to partnership charities in Devon to feed 120 families in the winter of 2020. The UN agency who handles the humanitarian aid to children says it is giving grants within communities as part of the Food Power for Generation Covid initiative. (Prior, 2020)
UNICEF UK, (2020) has a UNICEF UK’s Save Generation Covid appeal that is supporting children and families affected by Coronavirus. During the coronavirus pandemic the government has tried to help children and families with the crisis by extending school free meals into the holidays, an increase in universal credit to those that are in receipt of this benefit and winter grant packages. According to Joanna Rea, UNICEF UK Director of Advocacy states that although the government has made “interventions short term has helped the Uk children and families that the child poverty will quite possibly be here for at least five years and the UK government urgently needs to give priority to investment in social policy and long-term solutions which places children and families at the core of recovery plans." Prior to the covid 19 pandemic the Uk was on the rise in child poverty with the result of the cut in social help where evidence suggests that 30% of children in 2016/17 were living in poverty, which showed a further rise in poverty without intervention. Although the measurement of child poverty had declined, the government decided there was no longer a target for eradication. (Gibbs, n.d.)
Strategies and policies in place addressing child poverty
The current policies and strategies in place to try and distinguish poverty is the child poverty act 2010 was put in place by Tony Blair in 1999 to eradicate child poverty by 2020, (Kennedy, 2014), to combat absolute and relative low-income, material deprivation and target persistent poverty. With the hope that the Uk children stop experiencing socio-economic disadvantage. There are other forms of poverty that people are facing urban, rural, generational situational poverty (Kumar, 2018). Working with the government local councils in the area have a duty of care to aid families that are in poverty. By helping parents with social inclusion, helping in gaining employment skills, financial support, promoting parental skills: education, housing, mental health and social services. (Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2020)
The Care act 2014, Child poverty act 2010, and Safeguarding are acts used within government policies, welfare policies trying to eradicate poverty. These policies and strategies that are in place are not currently working to the full potential as the rate of poverty is still high.
Poverty in the Uk is at its highest especially with food poverty where food banks a being used a lot by families whether in or out of work. Trussell trust network had an increase 47 per cent increase on the usage of its food bank, where they distributed 1,239,399 food packages and 470,854 were for children in the period of 1st April – 30th September 2020 (Trussell Trust, 2020). Organisations, charities and even celebrities such as Marcus Rashford are stepping up to help families to fight food poverty shows that the government aren't meeting the criteria to ensure that parents or carers can adequately feed their families going against their human rights.
Conclusion 
Poverty can be reduced if the inflation of living cost was reduced, and the economic living wage and benefits are increased, such as lone parent households, tax credits were more than two parent households as their income is already higher. The cap in child tax wasn’t reduced to two child household as that has increased strain on earnings. Working people should be allowed to keep their extra earning when working overtime. People who are on universal credit shouldn’t have to wait such a prolonged period before receiving payment. Revise the way people are sanctioned on benefits.  At this moment in time poverty in the Uk shouldn't be at the soaring statistics, considering the Uk is the sixth richest country. From my perspective the Uk is divided between the rich and the poor there is no longer the middle class. Poverty can be reduced by the popular measures that confronts the power of the upper class. Food banks can only help short term to ease food poverty within households, more needs to be done.
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