[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will write a research proposal on a specific, agreed aspect of migration studies.
Introduction
· The research I intend to carry out seeks to further examine rural to urban migration in South Africa post- Apartheid. 
· This is of particular interest to me due to its tumultuous past with Dutch and British being a settler colony. Looking at how these historical realities disrupt migration internally. 
· Additionally it would be interesting to examine these migration patterns in South Africa as the 2nd largest economy in Africa (Naidoo, 2020) and how this propped up, or rather is affected by rural-urban migration. 
· This of course will be contributing to a body of work that that has been on going in migration studies in South Africa in this Area. 
Methodology
· Neo-classical economic theory will be employed as developed by (Sjaastad 1962) and (Todaro 1969). This posits that migration is determined in a capitalist economy by supply and demand, pulling migrants from in this case rural areas to urban centres. 
· The study will be entirely based on secondary research, collected, compiled and critically analysed literature available in the relevant field.
·  I intend to have it completed in 6 months. Taking a multi-disciplinary approach.
Discussion
· The research will look at history of South and possibly Southern Africa (making decisions on which particular city/ cities would be useful fro this proposal and zero in on them).
· Looking at how development, urbanization, migration and global politics come together to create circumstances around rural to urban migration, throughout the whole process.
· Looking to use some case studies obtained from reading materials to back up arguments.
· Diving into how social policy maintained land rights and restricted, enabled and complicated movements of people.
· Deciding whether I will be looking at specific ethnic groups within and around South Africa or demographics or just speaking in broader terms.
· Looking into the complexities and nuances, as much as there is rural to urban migration, there are also ‘rural’ migrants who relocate back to rural settings, or reach a ‘midway point’ of rural and urban this phenomenon will not be overlooked.
· Deciding whether I will focus on strictly rural to urban migration or allow scope for fluidity and back and forth, and entanglements with cross border migration to rural areas, then to urban spaces, and urban people moving to ‘rural’ areas. 
· Looking at how rural-urban migration affects wellbeing as well, and the social connections lost and made in the process of moving and how individuals and communities survive that, and work around that.
· Challenging “natural” migration, while migration occurs, and has been occurring “naturally” and humans have been migrating for time in memorial (Mai-Nguyen, 2019:242). Looking at South Africa’s post-apartheid society contributed and contributes to “abnormal” migratory patterns.
· Going past the urban bias and looking into alternative forms of livelihoods and communities that have been ignored and overlooked in rural areas. 
· Looking finally in to the connections of rural-urban migration to xenophobia and extrapolating that.
Conclusion
· This research seeks again to add contemporary alternative view on a growing long tradition on present body of work. Perhaps by exploring multiple areas at once and exposing how at a community level and institution level, we can further enable safe movement of people wherever they may want to go. 
· Until the research is carried out it is difficult to tell the direction this may go in, but I intent to be guided by my research. 
· 
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