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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]INTRODUCTION – COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
Community health services cover a wide range of services and provide care for people from birth to the end of their life. Community health teams play a vital role in supporting people with complex health and care needs to live independently in their own home for as long as possible, approximately 200,000 patient encounters occur daily in community health services, accounting for 13% of all daily activity in the NHS. Since community health services encompass a wide variety of activities, it can be challenging to define them precisely, with localities having different service configurations and scopes. They are offered by numerous professional associations and often address a broad variety of needs for individuals of all ages. Specialized community mental health services are typically not included in the NHS's definition of community health services (Charles and Wickens, 2024).



HISTORY OF COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES 
Community Health Nursing (2025) states Although community health nursing has origins in ancient civilizations, organized attempts became more noticeable in the 17th century. One of the first nursing services outside of hospitals was established in France in 1633 when St. Vincent de Paul founded the daughters of Charity. This ground-breaking strategy brought healthcare right into people's homes, especially for the sick and who had no access to medical facilities, to create an early model for structured community health services, Louise de Marillac worked with St. Vincent de Paul to provide systematic training for nurses. A fundamental tenet of community health nursing even today, their work focused on addressing the socioeconomic factors that led to ill health in addition to treating illness.
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Community antenatal midwifery servicesChallenges that community health services face
There are many obstacles that community health services must overcome, but two of the most important ones which are especially prominent in the UK and in developing nations—are:
· Workforce Pressure: The workforce is overworked due to high turnover (58%), rising vacancy rates, and burnout, which has been made worse by the pandemic and the cost-of-living problem. (The health foundation, 2023).
· Impact on Care: According to and, these shortages result in significant backlogs of care and lengthy waiting lists for services including speech and language therapy, physiotherapy, and community nursing (GOV.UK, 2025).
· Budget limitations: Financial constraints restrict the allocation of resources efficiently and maintain high-quality care services (Dunn, Ewbank and  Alderwick, 2023).
·  .

Functions of the service
· Independent Living Support
· Preventative & Proactive Care
· Care closer to home
· Urgent Community Response
· Integrated Care Teams
· Mental Health & Specialized Care
· Digital Innovation
Community health services, which emphasize independent living, long-term condition management, and prevention, offer vital, person-centered care outside of hospitals. Providing care in homes or community clinics, including nursing, rehabilitation, mental health, and pediatric services, are important roles. They collaborate with social workers and general practitioners to lower hospitalization rates (NHS, no date).


Origins of community antenatal midwifery services
According to Mclntosh (2012) community antenatal midwifery services have their roots in England post war era, when district midwifes were essential to maternity care. Although the title of midwife was legally protected by the first midwives act of 1902, the practice was not completely professionalized until the middle of the 1930s. when the NHS was established in 1948, Smith (2023) the role of midwifes in prenatal care was further cemented. The ‘tripartite’ systems of care allowed women to receive treatment from hospital- based services, district midwifes, and general practitioners. Today, community midwifes support both low-risk and high-risk pregnancies and provide continuity of care for a caseload of women. Community midwifes role are defines by their independence, autonomy, and capacity to make critical decisions while forming strong bonds with families and medical professionals. 
Many people consider this time to be the "golden era" of midwifery, when midwives enjoyed great autonomy and were well-respected members of their communities. Many people consider this time to the be the ‘’golden ear’’ of midwifery, when midwifes enjoyed great autonomy and were well respected members of the communities. They emphasized of social model of maternity care that put the needs of women and families first, with a focus on home births and community-based care AIMS (no date). However, the homebased midwifery approach started to face challenges in the 20th century due to the emphasis on hospital care risk management, because the field was evolving and placing a greater emphasis on acute care then community assistance, many seasoned midwifes quit, by the 70’s the role of community midwifes evolved substantially, with a greater emphasis on antenatal clinics and postnatal visits rather than home births. According to Mclntosh (2013) As midwifes support women’s choices and encourage a comprehensive approach to maternity care, their integration with community health services keeps developing.
Historical context that shaped its development in antenatal midwifery service 
Several historical caused the growth of antenatal midwifery services, such as the necessity for qualified and easily accessim midwives, the advancement of medical knowledge, and shifting societal perceptions of women's roles in healthcare. Some of the key development include:
The Midwives Act of 12:  The Central Midwives Board was founded because of this historic law, which codified midwifery practice and education Al-Gailani (2020).
The Midwives Act of 1936: This Act guaranteed midwives' professional recognition and enhanced maternity services Al-Gailani (2020).
The rise of the NHS: The NHS Act of 1946 had a big impact on midwifery practice because it gave all women free access to doctors and midwives. The evolution of midwifery: The profession has undergone professionalization and specialization, with ongoing debates about high technology  birth versus natural birth and home deliveries ( and , 2023). 
Evaluate
The antenatal midwifery service functions today by providing a variety of care models, including group antenatal care, which integrates healthcare with community support. Key functions include Social Support: Group care creates a nurturing atmosphere that improves education for
Pregnant women and their partners can interact and get support from the antenatal midwifery service. Group prenatal care, like the Pregnancy Circles model, combines education with healthcare, improving the learning process for both mothers and medical staff. The program is intended to enhance relationship care, health education, and community support while catering to the requirements of a variety of groups, particularly those with complex care pathways. The antenatal midwifery service's overall goal is to safeguard and promote the health of expectant mothers and their unborn children by making sure that all expectant mothers are aware of pregnancy difficulties, safe delivery techniques, and the best ways to raise their children (WHO, no date).
Discussion 
By offering easily accessible, culturally sensitive, and culturally acceptable care, community antenatal midwifery services significantly improve the quality of life for service users. Because they provide treatment and support that would not be available in conventional healthcare settings, these services are especially helpful for women from disadvantaged and underserved communities NHS England (no date).
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