Dissertation Proposal

By Isabelle Dufresnoy 1701762


An ongoing theme in my personal practise and everyday philosophies is the concern and documentation of the environmental decline, this is the only politics that I concern myself in as it’s the largest impacting problem of our modern world and all futures. I would choose this broad subject as my dissertation theme as it’s something I am very passionate about, and I would have the drive to successfully demonstrate an environmentally activist outcome with potency and poise. I feel I would be able to successfully investigate this subject and conclude with a well-executed exhibition outcome. My choice of key words is important when discussing environmental issues as they hold an imperative importance in the subject, and I’ve chosen artists and pioneers who embody and symbolise those words into strong visual depictions and activism. [image: ]
Fig 1 (visual, 2019)

“We are self-mutilating our own existence. We destroy little by little. We will terminate all and eventually ourselves. We will be dust as a damaged planet continues to spin without our disease but carrying our scars.” From my series ‘cadaver’ (visual, 2019).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Through my university journey I’ve developed my own artistic practise and although it has strayed at times my underlying theme has always been some kind of environmental activism approach, and I’ve only ever investigated into it lightly so to research this in depth would be beneficial for my practise and a strong subject matter for a dissertation. 


Impact 

The impact we are having on the planet is vast and spreads across a variety of destructions from minimal to murder, to something that we have done now but will affect us in a century. Our impact has reached the highest it has ever been with most damage now irreversible and negative figures at an all-time high. To name a few of tragedies that face our earth: Pollution, Global warming, Deforestation and many many more (Engineering et al., 2019). We have had an astronomical impact on changing the earths eco system and ozone layer, a lot of the destruction we don’t see unless we actively search it on the internet or if it is shown in newspapers or social media. Change cannot be made unless it is laid bare to the world, in all its destruction, no sugar coating for the naïve and our easily upset generations. 

[image: ]Over the past decade there has been a significant rise in the amount of campaigns that are raising awareness and fighting for the environmental cause, which is fantastic, but people often don’t listen to charities and campaigns. Because of there consumeristic inhibitions they follow the trends that the media discreetly and indiscreetly promotes to them.  The trouble is after an advert or poster has upset someone and made them think for a little while the message is often forgotten, for example at Christmas when Iceland did the advert about the orangutan losing its home because of the palm oil deforesters, a fantastic piece of animation and activism that shook and broke the hearts of the nation but was quickly forgotten (Iceland, 2018).
.
Fig 2 (Born to Ice, 2017)


I don’t usually care much for documentarian style photography, but this image portrays why I should. This is the definition of impact for me, I could not have chosen a better image to communicate my intentions of this proposal then this heart wrenching National Geographic image by Paul Nicklen and Cristina Mittermeier.

Although there is no obvious connection to this polar bear dying and global warming it still shook the internet and raised awareness of this. The aim of this image was to capture something that foretold the future, rather than a depiction of now, which is an interesting outlook as most documentary photography implies the now (National Geographic, 2018). I am in awe of the purity of this image, the polar bear in an iceless kingdom, with his fur falling away and looking starved, no longer majestic but a symbol of death to come. It is fascinating that animals must be sacrificed for change to be made, what is equally as sad is that it is applicable to children. We see adverts on the television for water aid and similar charities like WWF and still barely any change. 


Consumption

We are a generation of consumers with everything we could possibly need at a click of a finger or in our local super market. We are generationally lazy and gluttonous we do not clean and reuse, we just buy more and throw out the rest, this is not sustainable and has a devastating impact on our eco system. Our waste plastic affects a large variety of planet with it infecting land, oceans and waterways and specifically the habitats of land animals and marine life (Earth Eclipse, 2019). An important thing to remember about consumerism is that it is the people 
buying the products that are doing the damage, although the producers create them it is because of the demand of the population that so much is created; therefore, they just produce, and export and we consume.

What consumers are unaware of is that nearly every piece of plastic that has ever been made still exists and will be for thousands of years, therefore every piece you use and throw away will outlive you and your grandchildren’s children. This is why consumption is such a vital word when discussing environmental impact and decay as its entirely our consumeristic life style that causes this dramatic effect, in 2050 plastic will outweigh fish pound for pound. Its devasting facts like that, that make me want to raise awareness and provoke thought in us, its so sad that simple changes could make a massive difference in the long run. 

[image: ]
Fig 3 (Artworksforchange.org, 2019)

In correlation to my chosen word, I’ve chosen this image and artist because the basis of his art; is our cultures consumerist use of single use plastic and the product of its effect. 

The combination of found objects, sculpture and photography is a powerful medium for a strong activist approach as it does not deceit the audience by pacifying the truth. Using real victims and actual pollution in a clever narrative is an amazing form of eye-opening activism.
In relevance to my chosen word the albatross chick has been depicted to have ‘ingested’ the plastic material which simulates the unfortunate truth that faces this breed of bird (Artworksforchange.org, 2019).

Working and living on the coast I find my relationship to this topic even stronger than most as I see the consequence first hand and it drives me harder to make a change through art. Jordan has created a factual piece with this image as the statics of the relationship between seabirds and plastic pollution is tragic with an estimated 1million dying a year because of ingesting plastic and research shows by 2050 that 99% of all sea birds species will be ingesting plastic, there insides will look similar to how Jordan has portrayed this cadaver, and it’s because of our consumerism (Wwf.org.au, 2019) (Earth Day Network, 2019)

.Sustainability 

The population is increasing at a fast rate and we are nearing the maximum capacity our earth can bare. The primary definition of sustainability is to maintain and protect something inn an efficient way to live better and preserve our futures (Sustainable Friends, 2019). "Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." Bruntland Report for the World Commission on Environment and Development (1992). 
Sustainability is a very important word to use when talking about the existential environmental threat as it’s important to emphasise that this way of living is not sustainable, as global warming sets in the earth’s core temperature is set to rise 3-5 degrees. The human core temperature is 37C , and being land mammals we aren’t built to evolve as fast reptiles or fish, so the chances of us being able to survive as the planet gets hotter is slim, that is why our consumeristic lifestyle is not sustainable. (Ourworld.unu.edu, 2019) (Pinto, 2019)
[image: ]Fig 4 (Hong, 2019)

I’ve chosen Jeff Hong and this image, as its an outstanding series of mixed media photographs titled ‘unhappy ever after’, where Hong uses his animation talent places the Disney characters where in the real world they would be now. In this series he created something real by using fake (LifeGate, 2019). It is an amazing feet to use something so glorified like the Disney animations, that all children of the last 80 years have loved can become something so raw and thought provoking that it creates a protest. As if there is no need to create a pretend world of destruction and poverty when we live in one but tying our delusion back to reality with an animated character is incredible and so inspiring.

What is really amazing is he has applied characters to much more than just environmental issues, he’s applied it to drug misuse, animal testing, racism, poverty and homelessness just to name a few. Hong connects us in an indescribable way by using that our emotional attachment to our youth and the love we had for these characters, it’s almost a shame that we don’t feel this without the characters and with real people but that is the sad truth sometimes.

Thinkers 

There are many thinkers and environmental pioneers that I can mention in my dissertation and that inspire my personal practise, these are the most influential to me.

In many generations a massive influencer has been Sir David Attenborough and his documentation and commentary of nature, but he is also an irreplaceable advocate for environmental issues. Last year alone he managed to reduce the worlds plastic consumption by raising awareness of its devasting affects, which is more than any president or government has been able to do. Recently he released a documentary about climate change
Stating "While Earth has survived radical climactic changes and regenerated following mass extinctions, it's not the destruction of Earth that we are facing, it's the destruction of our familiar, natural world and our uniquely rich human culture.” (BBC News, 2019)


It is important to mention the next generation of activists and their importance, Greta Thunberg is a 16-year-old Swedish activist, and I mention her age because at this young age Thunberg attended and spoke at the COP24 climate change summit. Thunberg is a pioneer of the millennials, if at such a young age she can have the courage to make a change and to speak out for what’s important we all can, her TED talk is outstanding and covers the existential threat and its importance in our survival. (Thunberg, 2019)

Conclusion


In conclusion these key words, artists and images have led me to a broad depth-full insight into this massive global issue. I have simply scratched the surface of the amount of information and inspiration I can take for my dissertation and exhibition. I can combine scientific aspects, facts and statistics, political movements, protests and activism into my research into my question for next year. 

I would like to create an outcome that is thought provoking and uncomfortable, and a dissertation that is factual and accurate and prompts change big and small. We are running out of time, before the impact becomes immeasurable. 


Research Question

How consumerism impacts our environment and how this is unsustainable?

Sub Questions:

- How and why has the effects of global warming pollution accelerated in the last 100 years?
- What impact does consumerism have on the environment?
     -Over population
     - Pollution 
     - global warming
     -Deforestation
     - Climate Change
     - Genetic modification
     - Ocean Acidification
    - water pollution 

-What will the future hold if we continue at this level of consumerism?
-What is sustainability and how can we achieve this?
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