
Session 7:
Observation Schedules

ECAD4019  Professional and Pedagogic Studies:  
Researching the Learning:  what, how and why am I teaching? 



Yr Athrofa Research Dispositions 

Being skeptical
• Understand empirical evidence in 

contested fields
• Being aware of political, economic and 

social drivers for ‘evidence’

Being ethical
• Knowing and using ethical principles of 

research
• Understanding positionality 

Being a skilled researcher
• Understanding qualitative and 

quantitative methods
• Be able to construct an argument based 

on evidence
• Employing critical reading skills 

Being part of an inquiring profession
• Proactively contributing to a range of 

audiences
• Actively engaging with the inquiry and 

findings of others  



Session Aims

• To critically appraise 
sample observation 
schedules

• To create own observation 
schedule, which is fit for 
purpose



Your 
Research 
Question?  







Remembering the 
content from our 
previous session, look at 
the sample observation 
schedules provided on 
the next few slides.  Make 
a note of any strengths 
and weaknesses of the 
schedules.  



Strengths Weaknesses 



Example 1:



Example 2:



Example 3:



Example 4:



Example 5:



Example 6:



Example 7:



Example 8:



Some things you may have considered…
• How can you best design an observation schedule to address the focus on 

your research?

• Using the Leuven Scale, how frequently would you record a score for each 
child within your sample?

• Is it important to have space to record additional observations? Why?  
What types of issues would you be focusing on?  



Create your own 
observation schedule

Directed Task 7
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