[image: ]








Models of Policing
-

The effects of major events on the ability of the police to deliver an effective service

Alicia Samuel
1901811










This assignment will be concentrating on one pacific major event which has caused a concern throughout the nation. The Coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) is the most recent event to cause many complications within the police. A discussion of how the police force are dealing with such an event and their capabilities of doing so as well as discussing the public’s reactions to the response of the police force will be included.
COVID-19 is an infectious disease which is highly contagious, when a person is infected they can spread this disease through breathing, coughing, sneezing and by touch without washing beforehand (World Health Organization, 2021). Due to it being so transmittable it has caused major concern as a vast majority of the world’s population have caught COVID-19. Those infected can either recover without medical treatment and suffer from minor symptoms such as high temperature, sore throat, headaches, fatigue, a continuous cough and sometimes a loss of taste and smell. Whereas others, mainly older or vulnerable individuals can suffer significantly with respiratory failure and the disease can take someone’s life (Miller, 2020). Due to the unreliability and effects of this disease on people, the UK government announced that the nation would go into lockdown on the 23rd of March 2020. This was and is still a worldwide concern which has caused many countries around the world to also go into lockdown in a desperate fight to minimise fatalities. According to GOV.UK (2021) COVID-19 has infected 4,416,623 and killed 127,517 in the United Kingdom alone. The highest peak during the pandemic was in January 2021 where 8978 died in a week. All public services have had to change their operations to meet the unprecedented challenges faced by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
[bookmark: _Hlk71114171]The police’s top priority during the pandemic is to keep core statutory roles operational so that public confidence in law enforcement can be sustained. If an issue arises, the police will address it at soon as possible by communicating openly and motivating people to act responsibly (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2020). The police force follows ‘The 4 E’s’ strategy in which they firstly engage with others, explain why they believe they are violating the rules and encourage them to change their behaviour to reduce the risk to society and enhance well-being (Police UK, 2021).
To further combat the spread of the coronavirus, the government has implemented public health legislation. There have been rules and regulations which the public have had to follow and abide by. Some regulations had been revised and changed  and some have been lifted throughout the year 2020  but unfortunately had to be reinstated in 2021 when the British nation went into its second lockdown. The overall rules were based on staying at home, social distance, wear face coverings and wash hands (GOV.UK, 2021). The authority’s general role in dealing with COVID-19 is to ensure that the public are following the governments guidelines, saving lives and reduce the spread of coronavirus (Department of Health and Social Care, 2020). Public health regulations have improved the powers of Police capabilities, for situations in which individuals do not follow government guidelines. Authorities can give instructions for them to go home and separate from the area, ensure that guardians are taking the appropriate precautions to prevent their children from violating these laws as well as fixed penalty notices (FPN) (GOV.UK, 2020). Illegal gatherings can be shut down by the police and penalties up to £10,000 can be given. Authorities can fine from £200 for the failure of wearing a face covering. If these fines are not paid by a certain time the courts will enforce unlimited fines and further actions will be taken. If individuals continue to reject instruction and behave unlawfully, the police are capable of arresting them if they believe it is reasonable to do so (SKY NEWS, 2021). During the pandemic, the police continued to protect vulnerable citizens, respond to service calls, investigate crime, detain suspects, and enforce the law (HMICFRS, 2021).
The public are grateful for the work ethic that police officers have achieved through the unpresidential challenges they have faced during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, a committee of MP’s and peers have stated that the fines given by police officers are "discriminatory and unfair" (SKY NEWS, 2021). There are concerns of the legitimacy of the fines, the amount they are charging and the criminal record to those who cannot afford to pay. The people who are in a position to pay avoid facing the courts however the under privileged are being penalised and risk having criminal records because they do not have the money to pay (Siddque, 2021). Since the beginning of the pandemic there have been more than 85,000 fixed penalty notices (FPNs) in England and 8,000 in Wales, it has now been acknowledged that 27% of these FPNs were issued incorrectly by the police. A Coronavirus Act was established in March 2020 although there has been great confusion in its guidance and has been wrongly understood by police. The Act has not been pragmatic and is being used incorrectly says the chair of the cross-party committee, Harriet Harman (Bradley, 2021). The committee are arguing and demanding a review of the FPN approach in the amounts police are charging and they disagree with people being faced with a criminal record when fines can not be paid. 
To conclude and evaluate the findings of this assignment the police’s use of the four E’s approach to regulate people’s behaviour in respect to the coronavirus regulations is encouraging to a certain extent. However, it is evident that promoting the public’s health has proved to be and is still proving to be a difficult task. To ensure the public follows rules, strict enforcement has been the last resort in some incidences when coping with individuals who fail to comply to covid regulations. Although some penalties can be justified it is clear that  the complexity and unique legislative process has created some difficulties for law enforcement whereby clarity of lawful procedure have been misunderstood.
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