The COVID-19 pandemic has direct effects on people’s health and the number of deaths due to the virus has reached more than a million (WHO, 2020a). In addition, the pandemic and society’s response to the pandemic have indirect effects on people’s lives – sometimes discussed in terms of collateral damage. Loneliness is one potential indirect effect. This editorial aims to consider how loneliness among older adults can be understood in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic and interventions to reduce loneliness.
