



Islamophobia is the hate or hostility towards Muslims and their communities. It is racism aimed at those communities and at the way the express their culture (Youngminds, 2023).  The topic of this piece is to explain the difficulties of multi culturalism in the modern western world when it comes to the integration of Muslim societies into western cultures. The difficulties that Muslims in westerns face are ever increasing due to global tensions and influxes of Muslim refugees and migrants. 
Islamophobia in the EU is on the rise with 1 in 2 Muslims being victims of some form of discrimination in daily life (Feld, 2024). In a survey produced by EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) they found that 1 in 2 Muslims were a victim of such discrimination with a notable increase from the FRA’s previous survey in 2016 which recorded 39% of Muslims stating that they had been a victim of discrimination. With an increase to 47% in 2023. As of 2017 there were approximately 25.8 million Muslims in the European Union (Pew Research Center, 2017).  With a current estimation of up to 28 million Muslims in the EU. In the same time span of 2017, there was approximately 3.45 million Muslims in the United States of America (Pew Research Center, 2017). So as of 2017 there was approximately 30 million Muslims in the western world many of which experience frequent racism in day-to-day life. 
The study produced by the FRA highlights the troubling increase in racism and discrimination that Islamic communities face across Europe. With nearly half of the 9,600 respondents from the 13 EU member states reporting discriminatory experiences. This survey was conducted before the Hamas attacks of October 2023. Therefore, meaning that there is likely a greater number of incidents now to as of when this study was produced. The director of the FRA, Sirpa Rautio, had emphasised that the surge in anti-Muslim sentiment is exacerbated by the current geopolitical conflicts across the globe. Following the attacks there has been a notable increase in both Islamic and Jewish hate crimes.  Young Muslims and Islamic women are more likely to report discrimination (Kassam, 2024)
Many Muslim refugees and Asylum Seekers from the same countries such as Somalia are all see as from the same religious sector within Islam. In which then integrating into their new host states allows for an increased risk of being subjected to exclusion and marginalisation (Cesari, 2023). Due to the increased migration of Muslim people into the western world many although are not aligned politically with their homelands are often thought of to be. As regular Muslims are commonly compared to the extremists that belong to Al-Qaida and ISIS with terms such as ‘foreign criminal’ ‘terrorists’ ‘illegal aliens’ frequently used to describe Muslims. 
Young Muslim men are often portrayed in the media as terrorists, rapists and just as criminals in general. The Islamic population in UK prisons is up to 17% from 5% in 2002 (Qasim, 2021). Whilst the population of Islamic people in the UK is approximately 5% the prison population is at 17%. Many of the British public would assume that they would be imprisoned due to links with domestic terrorism. However, between the years of 2001-2012 only 175 Muslims were convicted of terrorism related offences (UK parliment Committiees, 2022). 
Terrorism have directly had links to increased Islamic hate due to the misconception that all Muslims are part of the same branch and have the same beliefs. Hate crimes in England and Wales increased 20% from the years 2017/18 and 2018/19 (UK parliment committees, 2019) the increase can be attributed to not only the increase in Muslim population but the increase in criminal behaviour overall in the UK. Global patterns of terrorism are largely perpetuated in Muslim majority states. Where extremist movements claim to represent values of the majority of Islamic values (Cordesman, 2017).
These acts of terror largely committed in Muslim states give perception in the west that Islam is a religion that leads to violence and that the peoples ethics and morals do not align with those of western society. Muslims with no links to terrorism or frequently linked to Islamic terrorist group in public with no reasoning, other than sharing the same religion (von Sikorski, et al., 2021).  Due to terrorsim Islamic people are also always pecieved as the terrorist when terroism is mentioned, systematic racism since 9/11 perpetrating Muslims as the only religious grop or race able to commit such attrocities. The casual response is that “all terrorists are muslims” or that “all muslims are terrorists” both cases equally untrue (Corbin, 2017). 
In 2012, a report produced by Amnesty International documented how Muslim people across Europe experienced discrimination in their employment and education, and included details of laws and policies that infringed upon thir religious freedoms. A decade later the UN published a report to the Human rights council that concluded as much and that widespread negative representations of Islam and Islamic people caused increased fear of muslims generally due to counter terrorism measures (Kirchberger, 2022). 
The president of Azerbaijan Ilham Alivyev said that islamophibia has been intergrated into numerous western countries and that the fact this has happened is “deplorable”. He also argued that governments of said countries are inflaming the persecution of Muslims rather than actually dealing with any of the actual issues (Eruygur, 2024). 
Islamophobia has been fueled by Muslim minorities into cultures in Europe. The tensions are believed to have been exacerbated after the economic crash of 2007 coeinciding with the rise of nationalist policitcians. These policies have also been aggrivated by Muslim terror attacks continuing to take place across the Western world. Due to the factc Islamic minorities have been portrayed as not belonging in European culture and that they want to separate themselves from the rest of society. Some governmebt policies have ment that significant sections of muslim minorities have had to face unemployment, poverty and limited civic and political participation which all has impacts on the aggrivation of discrimination (Open Society Foundations, 2019). According to the former Council of Europe Commissioner of Human Rights Thomas Hammarberg, Islamophobia is a symptom of the disintergration of human values. These values, are supposed to be which the European Union and the council of Europe were built upon.
In a study on Senegalese Muslims face greater discrimination in the labour market than those of Christian religion in France. These pattern cross generations, Islamophobia in French society leads to Muslims to identify with their homeland’s values in response. As a direct result of this Europe is creating a class of impoverished immigrants who feel a lack of connection to their host states (Adida, et al., 2023).  Many Muslims are unwilling to compromise their values compared to other faith groups and Islamic people take pride in their religion and beliefs. Islam has itself been very resistant to any attempted culture changes to relegate the religion into a more private sphere. Many Islamic people are deemed too conservative in European culture which leads to issues assimilating into European and Western cultures (Hamid, 2011).
Norwood v UK (ECtHR) in where Mr. Norwood had been convicted for displaying a flag in his window that depicted the twin towers disaster with the words “Islam out of Britain – protect the British people” written upon it. In 2006 wearing a hijab was banned in a state school in Germany on the grounds teachers were not allowed to express any world views or religious beliefs which could be deemed to endanger the peace at the school, this decision by the school was heavily criticised for being Islamophobic (Unal, 2021).
With rapidly expanding diversity in Europe, Muslims, have been portrayed as non-belonging and wanting to separate themselves from the rest of society. Government policies have failed to ensure the equal rights for all people, forcing large portions of Muslim to face unemployment and poverty both of which increase discrimination. Minorities also are used as scapegoats in times of economic crisis as they are seen as easy targets. Muslims who live in the European union are considered a threat to the European way of life. And that ongoing “Islamization” is being nurtured by right wing politics and populist parties (Open society Foundations, 2019) 
Many European countries have a generous welfare system that is accessible by immigrants which creates obstacles to integration for immigrants. Such as reducing the need to work as there is a lower incentive as welfare is readily available to all in these countries. Working increases the chances of integration as it increases skills and experiences, as it provides an incentive to learn the languages of their new host countries and assimilate into the culture (Bratsberg, et al., 2010). 
In a report from the IRR revealed that the challenge of multi culturalism in Europe doesn’t come from unwillingness from Muslim communities but from the Islamophobia that they face. In a one-yearlong study of six European countries that included the United Kingdom, carried out by IRR researchers looked at the debate about integrating Muslims in Europe from the point of view from those ethnic minority communities. It pinpointed the way that economic restructuring of a period of 20 years and then popularised and institutionalised anti-Muslim racism, had served to discriminate against Muslims from different communities within Europe (Institute on Race Relations (IRR), 2008).
A study by Bertelsmann Stiftung, conducted of 10,000 people in Germany, France, the UK, Austria, Switzerland and Turkey had showed that Muslims had made significant progress in language, education, and work integration in Western Europe. However, they still face social marginalisation. Despite improvements the study did find that cultural and religious differences, including strong religious commitment amongst Muslim communities do contribute to unease among native populations. The survey found that Muslims particularly those who arrived as refugees and asylum seekers are still among the most rejected. 
Stephan Vopel of Bertelsmann Stifung explained that Islam is not the main obstacle for integration, as Muslims, even with strong beliefs are committed to learning languages and advancing education. Integration often comes down to insufficient state support. The study highlighted that three quarters of Muslims born in Germany speak German as their first language, and 60% of the UK Muslim immigrant population speak English fluently. In addition, 905 of Muslims surveyed felt connected to their host country, with 75% of them having frequent social interactions with non-Muslims (Radosavljevic, 2017).
In conclusion Islamophobia is a significant issue in European societies, the overall extent of Islamophobia is generally under documented and under reported, primarily due to the lack of relevant data. Organisations such as OSCE and Collective against Islamophobia in Belgium have raised concerns over the increasing frequency and severity of Islamophobic incidents. This growing issue highlights troubling contradictions in Europe’s commitment to values in equality and non-discrimination. Islamophobia not only affects the daily lives of Muslims in the West but also raises critical questions about the state of human rights and social cohesion in Western societies. Addressing this situation requires a more comprehensive amount of data collected, greater public awareness to ensure Western values are upheld allowing for Islamic people to socially integrate into Western society. Muslims in Western countries have shown willingness and intent to socially integrate into their Western host nations, however there are still large issues with local populations either not trusting a foreign people, or the increased rise of right wing politics to due poor economic states in current affairs are leading to people blaming those of different cultures rather than confronting the actual issues.
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