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There are two very important questions when it comes to the discussion of ancient civilizations, and they are only differentiated by a change of one word: ‘are’ to ‘is’. For example;
What are Ancient Civilizations? 
[bookmark: _Int_sPuqWJir]To summarize, ancient civilizations are a collection of communities across the globe that are considered the first to have “settled” (Britannica Kids). The majority of these civilizations are long crumbled into the earth and left as ruins and scattered artefacts for archaeologists and historians to investigate, meaning that it is more than likely not everything is known about the cultures these places held. 
But what specific civilizations are grouped in this ancient collection and why?
· Ancient Egypt
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(image from History Skills website)
Although not the first civilization to establish itself in the Near East, Ancient Egypt is certainly one of the more famous ones in history and classrooms, as well as pop culture. This civilization settled near the North end of the Nile Delta, which is the longest river in the world stretching to 6,500km (4,039ml approx.) (Silverman, 1997, p. 10). The decision to arrange themselves near the Nile was a rewarding one, as when the river receded after overflowing in monsoon rains it would leave behind “rich slit” (Silverman, 1997, p. 10), that farmers, which took up most of the Egyptian population at the time, could utilize for planting their crops. 
Egypt, of course, still exists and thrives today with its culture and language, but to focus specifically on Ancient Egypt is to zero in on a three-thousand-year long period, which can be split up into three kingdoms spanning across thirty-four dynasties: the three kingdoms are known as “Old Kingdom”, which has its starting date around the archaic period in 3100 BC; “Middle Kingdom”, which is mostly intertwined with the twelfth dynasty; and “New Kingdom”, which falls in line with warrior-pharaohs like Ramesses the II (Silverman, 1997, p. 20). 
Burial and worship of the Gods played an insurmountable role in the culture of Ancient Egypt, which can be seen through evidence of their day-to-day life today. Daily practices were carried out for an abundance of reasons, the more common ones being to pray for/bring about good health, and ward off adversity. Death was also a large part of the culture and religion, with the funerary practices becoming, arguably, one of the most well-known rituals in the world in modern day. Furthermore, magic (heka) was believed to be a definitive force in Ancient Egypt, which led to spells being cast while preparing the deceased for the afterlife. One of the core spells that appear regularly in the Book of the Dead is the “weighing of the heart” (Silverman, 1997, p. 137), which entails the soul of the deceased weighing their heart against the feather of Ma’at, the Goddess of Truth. If there is equal weight, the soul is considered “true” and allowed to pass into the field of reeds. 
As we know, it was common, if not obligatory, for every pharaoh to be buried in a tomb with and surrounded by their most prized possessions, so they might carry them into the afterlife with them. However, it is believed that the famous pyramids of Egypt were tombs themselves, but a theory presented by Jeffrey Drum on his YouTube channel, Land of Chem, suggests that the pyramids were originally industrial chemical plants, and there is a plethora of evidence to back it up (Land of Chem. Drum, J). The TikToker and historian, Jahannah James, discussed this on her platform as well and summarized it efficiently (Pyramids as Ancient Chemical Plants. James, J). 
· Babylon
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Strangely, despite being a part of Mesopotamia, Babylon is considered its own separate civilization where it sat on the river Euphrates. The citadel is most famous for its Ishtar Gate and legendary Hanging Gardens, although the only concrete evidence that the latter even existed was from ancient texts, describing the Gardens in an almost mythical sense. 
One of the kings of Babylon, Sennacherib, was described quite vividly in a Rassam Cylinder inscription 1–4:
“Sennacherib the great king, strong king, king of the world, king of Assyria, unrivalled king, pious shepherd who serves the great gods, guardian of justice, lover of righteousness, doer of good deeds who goes to the help of the weak, who seeks for good fortune, ideal man, heroic male, leader of all rulers, bridle that curbs the insubmissive, who strikes the enemy like lightning: Ashur the great god perfected in me unrivalled kingship” (Dalley, 2013, p. 61)
Sennacherib was responsible for inventing a new method of bronze casting, which was used to create two specific sculptures; lions and creatures. This can be seen today with the depictions of bronze lions that are associated with Babylonia. 
Another influential and impressive statement of Babylon was their water management. In depictions of the Hanging Gardens, they were described as towers, meaning that getting water to the exotic flora and fauna was tricky at best. To battle this problem, qanat-channels were made, diagrams of which can be found online and in source texts (Dalley, 2013, p. 86)
· Mesopotamia
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The ancient region of Mesopotamia is stated to be the first official civilization in the history of the world, sitting between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers in what today is modern Iraq. This placement means that Mesopotamia was the home of Babylon, another of the ancient civilizations. 
There is evidence and documentation of multiple peoples coming into Mesopotamia and eithe reestablishing their own religion or modifying a pre-existing one. This means there is no single religion that took place in the region, but instead a collection of different beliefs and pantheons that formed quite the variety. What we do know is that there were peoples called Akkadians and Sumaerians, who lived during the Achaemenian period, and then from 1560 BCE was known as the “dark ages” (Soden, History of Mesopotamia), because there is very little record of this time. During this period, which lasted until 1440 BCE, new peoples labelled Kassites and Mitanni came into the region and took over, which consequently led to the rise of Assyria. 
Subjects such as astronomy and mathematics can be tracked back to their origins in Mesopotamia, leading historians to conclude that the region was home to multiple scholars who paved the way for modern-day Humanities. In fact, Mesopotamia seemed to have thrived academically in multiple subject fields (Britannica). 

· Ancient China
[image: ]
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Ancient China is one of the oldest ancient civilizations, with the first recorded people in the area dating back to almost 700,000 years ago. This is known because of a discovery of a skull fossil near modern Beijing in 1927 CE (Mark. 2012). 
The first government of China was established as the Xia Dynasty, which lasted from 2070–1600 BCE. For decades this dynasty was believed to have not been real, that is until tombs and works of bronze were discovered in the 1960–70s CE, demonstrating an obvious evolutionary development stage that changed villages into a larger functioning society. 
Ancient China was famous for its Silk Road, or preferably called the Silk Routes by scholars. These trade routes were first established in the Han Dynasty in 130 BCE, and they continued to be used until approximately 1453 CE. The Silk Routes connected the ancient lands of Persia, India, Egypt, Arabia, and Europe, and they were crucial in the trading of goods between civilizations. Some of the things that were consistently traded were fruits, animal furs, horses, grape vines, textiles, gold, silver, weapons, etc (Mark. 2018). 
· Ancient Greece
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Ancient Greece is noted to be in the period of 700–480 BC, coming after what is known as the Greek Dark Ages and developing the culture’s art, philosophy, technology and architecture (History.com Editors, Greece). Ancient Greece was broken up into multiple city-states, each of which seemed to have their own governments and laws, and each were said to be watched over by a particular God or Goddess of the Greek pantheon. Yet despite every state’s difference, they all shared characteristics as well, those being economies based on agriculture and rulers of the state’s being wealthy aristocrats, rather than kings. 
The Dorian invasion, which was a migration of peoples to the land where they settled and was referred by the Greeks as the “return of the descendants of Heracles,” (Hornblower, The Early Archaic Period). Dorianism came with a specific dialect and their three tribes (phylai), which were called Dymnes, Hylleis and Pamphyloi (Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Dorian). 
· Ancient Meso-America
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There are actually three ancient civilizations that emerged from ancient Mesoamerica, and those are the Olmec civilization, the Maya civilization, and the Aztec civilization. 
The Olmec civilization arose in c. 1200 BCE in ancient Mexico. Much of the Olmec ethnic culture is unknown due to lack of archaeological evidence, with even the name Olmec deriving from the Aztecs meaning “rubber people” (Carwright, 2018, Olmec Civilization). However, the Olmecs did record their religious practises and Gods using symbols, and we know that their practises involved offerings, sacrifices, cave rituals, pilgrimages, ball-courts and a fascination with mirrors. 
The Maya civilization can be traced through multiple periods where the culture grew and prospered. These periods are: the Archaic Period from 7000–2000 BCE; the Olmec Period from 1500-200 BCE; the Zapotec Period from 600 BCE–800 CE; the Teotihuacan Period from 200-900 CE; the El Tajin Period from 250–900 CE; the Classic Maya Period from 250–950 CE; and finally the Post-Classic Period from 950–1524 CE (Mark, 2012, Maya Civilization). 
Thirdly, is the Aztec civilization, which lasted from c. 1345–1521. The Aztec Empire came about through the spoils of a war between two former empires, those being Texcoco and Azcapotzalco. It was named the Tepanec War, and it was won by Texcoco with the help of their allies, Tenochtitlan and other small cities (Cartwright, 2014, Aztec Civilization). Three great cities shared the rewards of victory, which led to a triple alliance, yet as time went on, Tenochtitlan gained dominance in the alliance and then established itself as the Aztec Empire. 

Those are the six ancient civilizations of the ancient world. Although only brief moments of their history have been summarized, it is still an informative glimpse into their cultures and how they impacted the world. 
Which will now lead to the second important question:

What is Ancient Civilizations?
Now, with just the change of one word this question asks something completely different. It is no longer asking what ancient civilizations are or what makes them, it is asking what ancient civilizations means as a discipline, as a single subject. And the best answer to that is the demonstration that has just been given above. 
Ancient Civilizations as a discipline of the Humanities is the study of civilizations across the world throughout ancient history. It does not focus on one particular place or culture, but instead exposes you to all of them. The discipline gives the experience of pulling apart different histories to see how things came to be and came to fall away. It asks questions and searches for evidence, which can then be passed into the field of archaeology to uncover more knowledge. Yet it also asks quite expansive, almost philosophical questions, such as how these cultures came up with their religions and beliefs, which in turn could fall into the category of anthropology and its study of people. 

So, what makes Ancient Civilizations? There are the documentations of citadels and kingdoms that are poured over and analysed repeatedly. There are the questions that are constantly being answered and re-worded with each new discovery. And there is the meticulous search for humanity at the start of each corner of the world. 
Overall, it is the study of the beginning of things and how the beginning begins. It is the study of changes and similarities through a much more emotional lens. Ancient Civilisations is the study of some of the first communities in history, and how they still impact us today. 
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