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Lawrence Keppie’s book, The Making of the Roman Army from Republic to Empire, has a vast and deep knowledge on many ancient Roman subjects such as Caesars conquest of Gaul, the Roman army and its structure and movements, battle formations and tactics, the build up to civil war and the rise of Augustus[footnoteRef:1]. I will briefly discuss a few of these points and arguments from within the book. 
When Gaius Julius Caesar was stationed in Gaul he gathered a large army, an army that was filled with battle hardened veterans by the time he had conquered Gaul. Caesar’s “army which with its almost uninterrupted success, and high morale” in Gaul he had used this army to gain much influence back in Rome as “he amazed Rome by the brilliance of his generalship”[footnoteRef:2]. With his success so widely heard of back in Rome, and Caesar’s conquests strongly broadcasted around the empire, it was inevitable that certain members of the senate would not enjoy seeing one ambitious man commanding such a large force after the conquest in Gaul had been completed. Caesar’s main desire was pushing for a second consulship not only to gain more power but as a source of protection against the enemies he had made within the senate. “Finally Caesar’s opponents in the senate won. A decree was passed in January 49 B.C demanding that Caesar yield his province and return to Rome as a private citizen to stand for consulship.”[footnoteRef:3] This decree lead Caesar to break Roman laws by crossing the river Rubicon, it was on this act that it pushed the Roman Empire into civil war. 
As to Caesar’s nature in warfare he acts swiftly to capture important control points in Italy, not only for his advantages, but to cut off key supply and communications from Rome. Caesar’s political and main enemy, Pompey, who once was a close friend of Caesar’s, had underestimated the speed and ferociousness of Caesar’s advance leaving him no choice but to withdraw from the capital and retire south to Capua. As Caesar and Pompey fought it out for ultimate supremacy there was victories on both sides, Pompey won a decisive battle at Dyrrhachium on the Adriatic coastline with a surprise night attack which ended in Caesar breaking from the battle. After the withdrawal Caesar soon rallies his troops morale with the taking of Gomphi. With both armies now resupplied and at full strength it was at Pharsalus where the two large armies faced “Pompey fled and his camp was taken. Caesars’s original tactics, and the hard training and calmness of his experienced troops, won the day.”[footnoteRef:4]
After the senate plotted, and successfully assassinated Gaius Julius Caesar, it took not only the capital by surprise but also the Roman army, but the leaders of the attack Brutus and Cassius did not give much thought or plan to the reality of their success on the murder of Caesar. This event was the beginning of Augustus’ rise to becoming emperor. 
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