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Rationale

Within this portfolio I have chosen activities based around ourselves.  Learning about ourselves is an important topic for any individual.  The learners I will be working with are year 8, who are a low ability class.  Some of the children within this class have additional learning needs (ALN).  The activities that have been produced have been planned to meet their level of ability.  Due to their abilities, the task has been broken down over lessons so that they are able to process information and understand what is expected of them.  The aim is for the pupils to learn about themselves through the medium of welsh and have the basic knowledge of their traditional language.
Curriculum Cymreig was introduced in 2003 and it came about to promote a sense of belonging to their welsh culture and country.  Its framework is to encourage schools to use welsh not only in welsh lessons but more across the curriculum.  It is important to give pupils a sense of belonging.  In 2022 we will see the new curriculum being introduced in Wales.  This new curriculum will have a stronger emphasis on the welsh language and how other subjects in school can have welsh introduced in them.  The new curriculum will be for children and young people in Wales from the ages of 3 to 16.  The Welsh Government describes the new curriculum as having “more emphasis on equipping young people for life” (Tes Editorial).  Within the new curriculum there are 6 new areas of learning and experience.  My portfolio would come under the new heading of ‘Language, literacy and communication’.  The new curriculum also looks at keeping the Welsh Language a compulsory subject until the age of 16 here in Wales.  When looking at the welsh language they are looking at extending it across the board, not only will we be using the Welsh Language in our welsh lessons, but they are wanting it brought into other subjects and also the learning of Wales and Welsh history is being brought more into lessons and schools, so that children and young people can learn more about their culture and heritage.  Making it a stronger language and way of living. 
The activities that the class will carry out will be learning about themselves more and how to describe themselves and things that they like in short sentences, which will then lead to them being able to complete a short paragraph on themselves. The framework states that they “use a wide range of sentence structures choosing connectives to make meaning clear”.  All lessons will be conducted in the classroom, the first lesson will be where they have a group discussion.  Here the children will all interact with me, the teacher and their peers to gather basic information.  This lesson will also be used to engage the knowledge that the pupils already have within welsh.  We are looking at discussing a variety of information so that the pupils have the basics to produce their final paragraph.  This lesson will be conducted in welsh and English and will give them a good start on learning about themselves.
The next lesson will follow on, as will all the other lessons from this until the topic is completed.  Lesson 2 will be a recap lesson of what we have learnt, within this lesson the pupils will produce mind maps and information posters that will aid them through the rest of the topic. Here pupils can get as creative as they would like, helping them take in the relevant information.  Keywords will be provided so that they can pick and choose what information they believe to be relevant to themselves.
The third activity will be more of a literacy task, developing literacy skills in English and in Welsh.  They will be forming basic short sentences preparing themselves to complete their paragraph at the end of the topic.  This will be the last lesson on topic, they will be asked to form a paragraph with a minimum of 4 sentences, more if they like.  This is due to their ability, as some of the pupils may struggle with this, and we do not want to overload and add pressure, the aim is to have fun learning about ourselves and produce a piece of work at the end to the best of their ability. 










Overview

For activity one, group discussion I have worked with the teacher and got some resources together (appendix A1 and A2).  The learning objective for this lesson was for the pupils to let us know what their current knowledge of themselves was and then to build on that knowledge so they are able to continue with the work and be able to produce an end product over time.  This also helps with their oracy and communication skills it helps us to gauge the level of understanding that the pupil is at, it also helps with the pronunciation of certain welsh words. When working with this year 8 group we can use different levels of scaffolding to match their abilities, as they are a low ability group.  With the scaffolding in place, we are helping them to become more independent workers.  With group discussion they learn from the teacher and LSA, but they also learn from their peers, “Vygotsky believed that knowledge and thought are constructed through social interaction with family, friends, teachers and peers” (Bates pg. 48).  
With ALN pupils I find that they can learn better by doing things, and interaction with others than they are to be sat and talked at without doing anything.  That is why this project will be effective with them all as each lesson they will be getting involved and interacting and doing, they will be working with myself, the teacher and each other.  They will have appendix A1 and A2 as hardcopies to keep in their workbooks so that they can make notes through discussion, and then refer to if and when needed as a support guide. We will be working on their listening skills as well to make sure that they are taking in the information and more importantly that they understand the information they are being given and not thinking we are just talking gibberish to them. 
As mentioned previously Language, Literacy and Communication is a big part of the new curriculum, children of all ages are progressing through these skills and being motivated to bring these skills out in not just Welsh but in all subjects that they are taking. This topic helps draw on all 3 of these points with growing achievements and understanding in each.
For lesson 2 (appendix B1 and B2), we had a recap and revision lesson.  To start with we had a short discussion on what we had learned from last lesson and we did like a question-and-answer session to engage what the pupils could remember.  To go on from this the pupils produced posters and mind maps about the information that was significant to them and what would help them to complete their final paragraph.  Here we seen a variety of work produced, some pupils done lists to help them where others produced posters with pictures.  They chose what was best for them to help them remember and learn about the topic.  With some of the pupils wanting some extra words that were not provided on the resources, the teacher would translate them so they could hear how they sounded, and she also wrote them on the board to be copied another way pupils found words was to use the class dictionaries and independently find the words themselves.
For lesson 3 (appendix C, D1 and D2) the pupils were given a work sheet (appendix c) to help them form sentences ready to complete their paragraphs at the end of the topic.  When this sheet was given to the pupils, again we had a quick recap of previous lessons helping to keep it all fresh in their minds.  Then we talked through the worksheet for that lessons work.  At first, we wanted to know if any of the pupils knew what each box meant.  After this discussion appendix D1 and D2 were displayed, this gave them their sentence forms.  From here they could see how each sentence was formed and how they would read smoothly.  While the pupils were filling in the sheet I would walk around the class, using Vygotsky’s scaffolding theory, to help when needed and support the more needy where possible. I would prompt them to look at previous lessons work as again this was done to help them achieve their goals.
Lesson 4 (appendix E) the final lesson of the topic.  The pupils were provided with lined paper to complete their paragraphs.  Here in this lesson, they used all the resources and work that they had received and produced in previous lessons.  Some pupils flew ahead and were happy to work independent, some pupils made a plan on what they wanted in their paragraph and which order they would go in, while some ALN pupils were waiting for that extra bit of help and sometimes reassurance of what they were doing.  Here is when we sat in a small group and went through the sentences from last lesson, we discussed which sentences they wanted to use and then numbered each one, so they had a guide to follow.  After this was done, they were happy to work independent with little supervision, knowing I was behind or just over there if they needed help was a support for them.  When the class had completed their paragraphs, some quicker than others, appendix E was handed out by the teacher.  She went over the form and as a whole class task the pupils filled them in together, making it significant to themselves.  There were some very good paragraphs produced from this work and the pupils were happy with what they had produced. 
























Evaluation

On completing the activities, the pupils learned a lot about themselves and also learned about their peers that they were working alongside.  The final result was their paragraph, which used as a class assessment and went towards their grade within their welsh lesson.  They were able to assess themselves and their peer assess.  Within these lessons we used literacy and creative skills which are within the guidelines of the welsh curriculum.
By learning about themselves more I feel it has given them a better understanding of who they are as an individual and as part of the world around us and I believe it also helps with their self esteem.  Which is a good thing to build on at this age as it helps with confidence and their mental health.  Within the tasks pupils were using their social skills within the classroom with their peers, they were encouraged to mix with the class to gain knowledge.  “Lave and Wenger argue that students form or construct their own knowledge from the experiences that they bring to the learning situation.  In this respect, the success of situated learning experiences relies on social interaction and practical activity” (Bates pg. 192).  I feel that this was achieved by the pupils as some showed the look of happiness and being proud that they were able to help others and were being listened to.  
To analyse the activities that were set for this group, I feel that they could have been a little more challenging for the pupils, as some of the class are progressing more than others, but they were produced for the lower end of the class ability as they struggle more with their literacy skills, not just the writing skills but the reading and oracy skills too.  This portfolio of activities can be adapted to be used with other pupils at different levels.
When the topic was complete, the pupils were able to produce a small paragraph showing a good knowledge of themselves and an understanding more of the welsh language and how to form fluid sentences that read correct.
At the beginning of the topic, I feel the production of revision posters and learning aids was a good way for pupils to show their creativeness, using pictures instead of words to show their understanding of the topic.  Some pupils struggle with writing, so this was their time to shine and show their progression and understanding. 
If this lesson were to be done again with another class, I think we would have more resources to hand, so they are able to meet the needs of each member within the class.  For example, some resources to be more simplified with more pictures than words for the lower end of the class so they can associate the picture to the word.  Then more complex resources for the higher abilities so they can progress and develop higher standards of work and a higher knowledge and understanding of the topic.  These new resources will help both low and high ability members of the class to achieve their work to the best of their ability.  
To conclude, I feel that the pupils were able to carry out these activities with great success and they were able to learn about themselves through the medium of welsh.  Which boosts the knowledge and understanding of their home language and culture.  I feel that they will then be able to use what they have learned as they progress through their school career helping them to achieve in later assessments and exams that they may take on.
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