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[bookmark: _GoBack]Describe and explore Feminism

This essay will describe and explore feminism by looking at definitions of feminism, including the four waves of feminism and exploring the theory, policies and practice which came with each wave. this piece of work will include the Acts that resulted from each wave, campaigns that happened within the waves, and what certain feminists did during these waves. 
Feminism is the goal for equality of the sexes (British library, 2013). Feminism takes an ‘anti-men’ approach as it is associated with groups of women (British library, 2013). The oxford English dictionary describes feminism as being “advocacy of equality of the sexes and the establishment of the political, social and economic rights of the female sex” (Oed, 2019). Although, feminism does not always mean the same to everyone, as what is classed as a feminism issue for one culture may not be the same for another (Dyer, 2016). Steinem (no date) describes what feminism means by stating 
 “Being a feminist means that you see the world whole instead of half. It shouldn’t need a name. And one day it won’t. Feminism starts as something very simple. It starts as a little child who says, ‘its not fair’ and you are not the boss of me’. There is something in us that knows that – and it ends up being a world view that questions hierarchy all together.”
The first wave of feminism began in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century (Rampton, 2015). During the mid-nineteenth century, Women in Great Britain were treated in a way to ensure their dependency on men. Women did not have a right to vote, could not divorce their spouses as easily as men could, did not have rights to their own property if married and could only become certain professionals and where they were not given equal pay or rights (Dyer, 2016). Leading into the first wave where the goal was to achieve opportunities for women with a focus on suffrage (Rampton, 2015), the first wave of feminism began at the Seneca Falls convention in 1848, where hundreds of men and women rallied for the equality for women (Rampton, 2015). The most famous campaign which happened during the first wave of feminism was the right for women to vote. This happened in the early 1900s. One of the most famous suffragettes for this movement was Emmeline Pankhurst who was also the founder of the women’s social and political union (WSPU) who’s approach was ‘deeds not words’ as she recognised that the suffragist movements ‘quite’ protests had not brought women any closer to being able to vote. This caused a divided opinion amongst the public as some felt that violence and vandalism were unacceptable in any circumstance. However, in 1914 world war one broke out leading to the campaign for women’s suffrage being suspended, but once the war finished in 1918 the representation of the People Act finally came in (Dyer, 2016). The representation of the Peoples Act 1918 gave women over the age of 30 the right to vote, which was later lowered to 21 years and equalled to men’s voting rights with the representation of the People (equal franchise) Act 1928. (Dyer, 2016).
Some other acts which resulted from the first wave included, The Married Women’s Property Act 1882. This act allowed a woman once married to be a separate legal identity to her husband meaning she had the right to buy and sell her own property. The Parliamentary (qualification of women) Act 1918 allowed women over 21 years old to stand for parliament and The Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act 1919 targeted sex discrimination and allowed women onto juries, into the civil service and to be allowed to attend any university no matter their marital status (Dyer, 2016).
In the years following world war two, society struggled to regain normality after the tragedy it had suffered. This led to gender roles being back to the women as the domestics in the household (Dyer, 2016). The second wave of feminism began in the 1960’s to the 1990’s (Rampton, 2015). The 1960’s included the sexual revolution and a wave of left-wing attitude hit society with drug taking, rock music, rebellious teenagers breaking away from their parent’s identity and sex. People were more open about sex, not only performing the act, but having conversations about it, this led to women being more open and discussing what they wanted in order to improve their sex lives (Dyer, 2016). The second wave of feminism began with the growing self-consciousness of a variety of minority groups and the voice of the second wave was increasingly radical (Rampton, 2015). For example, one of the radical feminist perspective was that pornography is virtually the same as rape, as it was believed women who thought they chose the profession had been brainwashed by society rather than it being the truth (Dyer, 2016). Radical feminist theories on transgender women is controversial, second wave radical feminists had strong alliances with lesbian and gay causes although their relationships with transgender women had been less welcoming. As they viewed men transitioning into women less that being ‘true to themselves’ but more as men trying to enter a space meant for women (Dyer, 2016). A critic to the second wave of the feminist movement was Bell Hooks ‘aint I a woman’ published in 1981, as it believed that the feminist movement ignored the non-white, non-middle-class experience reinforcing sexism, racism and classism. (Dyer, 2016).
Gloria Steinem who was the leader of the women’s liberation movement in the 1970’s (Steinem second wave, n.d) and a group of feminists did the unthinkable as they created a magazine for women run by women; the first issue sold out in just eight days! (Pogrebin, 2011). The magazine covered topics such as sex trafficking, date rape and domestic violence (Dyer, 2016). Steinman was also very involved with politics by supporting politicians such as Hillary Clinton and founded the national women’s political caucus in the 1970’s which helped women gain training when seeking elected and appointed offices. She is also very active in politics today by joining the women’s walk for peace (Dyer, 2016). In the second phase sexuality and reproductive rights were focused on (Rampton, 2015). with protests, for example the Miss America pageant in Atlanta City taking place in 1968 and 1969. Feminists protested that the pageant was degrading and sought to keep women in the home or in low- payed jobs by focusing on their beauty. The radical group called redstockings created a pageant where they crowned a sheep as miss America and threw bras, high heels and makeup into the trash. (Rampton, 2015). Another main woman during the second wave of feminism was Betty Friedan, who wrote a book titled ‘The feminine mystique’ this sparked the second wave feminist movement (Dyer, 2016). She wrote the book in order to raise awareness on the unforeseen situation of American women in the 1950’s and 1960’s. She argued that the unrealistic view of women as domestics in the household created an identity problem across American women. Betty Friedan came to this conclusion through interviews with American housewives (Friedan, n.d) and argued that women were left dissatisfied with their lives (Dyer, 2016). She also argued that the life of a housewife prevented women from developing their full identities and argued that both men and women must reject the ‘feminine mystique’ encouraging women to gain self-fulfilment through education (Friedan, n.d). Betty Friedan also co-founded the national organisation for women, which fought for women’s rights in work and is still active today. She has also accused the media of radicalising the women’s rights movement by putting the sole focus on whether women should wear bras or not (Dyer, 2016). 
Some acts that result from the second wave include (Dyer, 2016) The Abortion Act 1967 (legislation, n.d). This Act enabled women in the UK to be allowed an abortion up to 24 weeks of pregnancy (Dyer, 2016) and two doctors advise women that continuing with the pregnancy could cause injury to the physical or mental health of the mother and baby as well as any existing children in the family (legislations, n.d), This act is still followed today. The Equal Pay Act 1970 which women had to wait another 5 years for it to be activated, was to enforce equal pay between a man and a woman if their work was the same or to equal value (Dyer, 2016). The Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act 1976 made rape illegal if the woman had not consented to sex (legislation, 1976) whereas The Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976 made domestic abuse a criminal offence allowing the victim to take out restraining orders against the offender, where they could have the offender removed from the family home even if they were married (legislation, 1976). The Equal Pay Act 1970 and the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 were seen by many feminists as being fraud, as they contained many loopholes and was viewed as inadequate (Pugh, 2000). An example of this is that today the Equal Pay Act 1970 which allows men and women to be paid the same, has not been followed with research showing there is still a gender pay gap with women between the ages of 30-40 still getting paid less compared to men (BBC, 2019).
Second wave feminist received a negative reaction which eventually developed into the third wave. This was due to people viewing the feminist movement to have only severed white, middle class women and third wave feminists wanted to let diverse women tell their own stories. The third wave feminists thought that they had to represent all different types of women by including those of all colours, religions, sexualities etc. (Dyer, 2016). The third wave began in the middle 1990’s (Rampton, 2015) taking shape through association with riot grrrl subculture. This feminist wave placed importance on adolescent girls, and the riot grrrl movement included political action and activism. Although, third wave feminists continued to work on awareness of domestic violence and rape and how the political system could do more to protect the victims of these crimes; (Dyer, 2016) most third wavers refused to be labelled as a ‘feminist’ and rejected the word as they felt it limiting and exclusionary. Grrrl- feminism is global and multi-cultural and allows those of different ethnicity, class etc. to be celebrated and recognised as dynamic and provisional (Rampton, 2015). During the third wave the queer theory developed. The term ‘queer’ came about in the 1990’s by feminist academic Teresa de Lauretis. This theory put sexuality and gender under the microscope. This term was used as a term to describe ‘different to the sex and gender norm’. The queer theory meant if gender and sexuality were not decided in advance, then the traditional ways of acting as a man or woman would not have to be followed. Also, allowing feminists to take part in activities which were earlier seen as objectifying women, as long as it was done with awareness and free will. This theory also allowed transwomen to be accepted in the feminist movement. Therefore, if biology no longer mattered then it was easier to accept that a person can identify as a female even though they were born a male. (Dyer, 2016). 
Neomi Wolf is considered to be a third wave feminist spokesperson. She published a book named ‘The Beauty Myth’ (McDowall, 2017) and argued that the last belief system that gives males dominance is beauty (Wolf, 1991). The idea of the text was that women are held to impossible beauty standards and even as they gain more power socially and economically, the strain of appearing a certain way still weighs heavier on them. She has continued in her activism by publishing books and articles and even still campaigns which led to her arrest in 2011 by participating in the Occupy Wall Street movement. (Dyer, 2016) Some acts that resulted from the third wave include, the Finance Act 1998 (legislation, 1998) which allowed married couples to be seen as two separate people when it comes to taxes, and the removal of the marital law rape exemption 1991, which stopped rape being allowed to happen within a marriage as it was made illegal (Dyer, 2016) . Some criticisms to the third wave were that although this wave welcomed everyone, people were left not knowing what the clear aim of third wave feminist was. As it was easy to see the goals of the first and second wave, the third wave was seen as less driven, although it did have clear aims such as improving media representation and increasing women’s shelters. Critics believed that this was simply and extension of second wave feminists and the third wave could not be clearly identified as its own movement. It was said that the third waves attitude ‘if you chose to do it do it’ contributed to the harmful sexualisation and objectification of women (Dyer, 2016). 

The final wave of Feminism is still ongoing as it builds on the theory of the third wave feminism. It has been debated that today’s feminism is a continuation from the third wave or whether in fact after a quiet period through the ‘noughties’ growing participation in feminism could indicate this is considered the fourth wave (Dyer, 2016). Many feminists have been anticipating a fourth wave since 1986 (Grady, 2018) and the aims of today’s feminists are similar to the third wave with body positivity, equal pay, gender normality and prevention of domestic abuse being focused on. Although campaigners today have more problems focusing alongside the old focuses such as technology, including cyber bulling and sexism. The media also acts as a way for feminists to campaign for better rights in addition to being a problem (Dyer, 2016). An example of this was when people on the internet tried to launch their own fourth wave in 2014 by planning to create a pro-skinny, anti-fat movement which would cause an uproar in the feminist community, although it was unsuccessful (Grady, 2018). The internet has been said to be the fourth wave, as it provides people the ability to meet and discuss their activism as it is believed the fourth wave feminist are behind the ‘#metoo’ campaign and the fourth wave feminism is queer, sex-positive and trans-inclusively driven (Grady, 2018). 
Today’s feminism continues its battle for protection of victims of sexual assault and rape, although it was alarming in 2011 when Kenneth Clarke the British justice secretary at the time, differentiated between ‘date rape’ and ‘serious rape’ and Todd Aikin a republican senate candidate asserted women could not get pregnant from being raped as their bodies would shut down. The increasing rate of the internet technology has led to feminist issues never thought of before, as feminists have highlighted the amount of abusive and threatening messages women receive online along with revenge porn, and the placing of women’s photos taken in confidence being placed on the internet intending to shame them. It is often hard to prosecute these crimes. In 2011 a Toronto police officer made the comment ‘women should avoid dressing like this’ in order to prevent sexual assault, this led to the first ‘slut walk’ in Toronto in 2011 and quickly spread around the world (Dyer, 2016). The Amber Rose Slut walk is a one day festival held each year whose goal is to raise awareness about sexual injustice in hopes to stop sexual violence, victim blaming, gender inequality and domestic violence (Amber Rose Slut Walk, 2018). Feminists reject the idea that what a woman wears contributes to her sexual assault, as they point out that many attacks happen on women who are covered up or even vailed in certain countries. They also state that even defining someone is covered up, is difficult. Although this theory was enforced with standard training in certain professionals such as the police, the Toronto office stated its officers normally disagree leading it to be dangerous for victims relying on them. This theory also reflected societies views on sexual assault and feminists defined it as being ‘rape culture’ this is societies assumption that women make themselves available for sex by just being in a male’s company, no matter how they act or what they say. One landmark act that is during the fourth wave (Dyer, 2016) is the Equality Act 2010 which legally protects people from discrimination in society and the workplace (Gov, 2015).  
In conclusion, this assignment has described and explored feminism by including theory, policy and practice. This assignment has also described what happened during the feminist waves such as the Act’s that resulted from each wave including the Parliamentary (qualification of women) Act 1918 (Dyer, 2016) and the Equality Act 2010 (Gov, 2015). Campaigns that happened during the waves such as the protests of the miss America pageant (Rampton, 2015) and this assignment has finally mentioned famous feminist women such as Gloria Steinem, Emmeline Pankhurst and Neomi Wolf. Although the fourth wave of feminism is hard to describe as it has been seen to be a continuation from the third wave with the same aims (Dyer, 2016).
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